Crewkerne & West Crewkerne
Joint Burial Committee

TOWN HALL

Market Square

Crewkerne

Somerset

TA18 7LN
towncouncil@crewkerne-tc.gov.uk

Councillors are hereby summoned, and members of the public and press are invited, to attend a
meeting of the Joint Burial Committee to be held on Tuesday 3 October 2023, starting at 18.45 in
the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Market Square, Crewkerne.

Note: - Members of the public who wish to view the meeting proceedings, either in real time or
afterwards, can access the meeting through the following link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTA9K-7L40njcli2Gtz7tCg

K. Sheehan, Town Clerk (signed on original)
27 September 2023

Agenda

Open Forum: Questions may be put to the Committee in person during this Public Participation
Session of up to 15 minutes and a maximum of 3 minutes per person. Issues notified to the Clerk a
minimum of 3 working days before the meeting (i.e., by 5pm on the preceding Thursday) will receive a
response during this session. Issues raised in this session without prior notice may be referred to the
Clerk to respond to within 10 working days or listed on a subsequent agenda.
1. To note apologies for absence.
2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2023.
3. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
4. Clerk’s progress report: to receive an update report (for information).
5. Financial Matters for consideration:

a) To receive the financial update report.

b) To consider the proposal from the Clerk that the cemetery fees for 2024/25 should

remain unchanged.

6. Open Day 2023: to receive a verbal update from the Chair.

7. Queen Elizabeth 1l memorial tree: to consider a proposal from Crewkerne Town Council to
plant a memorial tree at the cemetery and determine species and location.

8. Maintenance Contract 2024-25: to consider quotes for the cemetery maintenance contract for
2024/25 and make a recommendation to Full Council for inclusion in the Budget.

9. Gates and Railings: to consider quotes for sandblasting works for gates and railings.

10. Lodge Garden: to approve a plan for reinstatement of garden.
www.crewkerne-tc.gov.uk



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Action plan 2023-27: to consider a draft action plan.
Spitfire memorial plaque: to consider the installation of a memorial plaque as agreed in 2019.

Tree report: to note that the five yearly tree inspection has been carried out and to note
budgetary implications.

Layout of new section: to approve draft layout and numbering of new plots.
Inspections:

a. To receive feedback from recent cemetery inspections

b. To make arrangements for cemetery inspections until December 2023.
To approve the applications, transfers and memorials received.

Matters of report (for information only).

Date of the next meeting - Tuesday 5 December 2023, 18.45, Council Chamber.

www,crewkerne-tc.gov.uk
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CREWKERNE AND WEST CREWKERNE JOINT BURIAL COMMITTEE
Fees 1° April 2024— 31°% March 2025

These charges apply to residents of Crewkerne & West Crewkerne Parishes, including
residents who have recently moved out of these parishes to a nursing home or hospital, or
where the purchaser does not live in the parish but the deceased did. All Charges for
residents outside these parishes are double.

DESCRIPTION FEE (£)

Exclusive Right of Burial — 99 years Under 16: free
Over 16:

Grave Plot — Double depth in New Section 650

Ashes Casket Plot 300

Interment Fees Under 16: free
Over 16:

Body in a grave 250

Cremated remains 180

Digging of ashes plot for interment 40

Memorials

Headstone 180

Wooden Cross 90

Vase 90

Each additional inscription/Memorial/Tablet 90

Replacement Memorial 90

Garden of Remembrance

Scattering of ashes on the garden £ 90
Memorial plague on the wall £120
Other fees

Use of the chapel £100
Transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial £ 60
Statutory Declaration £100
Administration Fee £ 25

Memorials in old section of Cemetery

Headstone not exceeding 5ft in height £180
Kerbstones enclosing a space not exceeding 7ft by 3ft without rails,

chains or palisades £180
Vase — not exceeding 15 ins in height £ 90

The Joint Burial Committee reserves the right to review and adjust charges throughout the
year.
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CREWKERNE AND WEST CREWKERNE
JOINT BURIAL COMMITTEE

Supporting reports to JBC — Tuesday 3" October 2023

Agenda ltem 12: Spitfire memorial plaque: to consider the installation of the memorial plague on the
Spitfire crash site, as agreed in 2019.

Background:
In September 2019 the Joint Burial Committee received the following proposal from Clir. Borland:

To locate a plaque in the cemetery grounds on the site where the Spitfire crashed in WWII with the
following proposed wording:

On 12t March 1942, RAF Spitfire Vb (serial No. AD189) of 602 Squadron was abandoned over
Crewkerne. The pilot, Flight Sergeant Frederick Schofield of the Royal Canadian Air Force, bailed out
of the aircraft and returned to duty the next day.

The Spitfire had taken off that day from RAF Kenley in Surrey on a mission to patrol over a convoy
sailing in the Channel. On completion of the patrol, Flight Sergeant Schofield became lost and, when
low on fuel, he elected to bail out.

This plague marks the spot where the aircraft crashed.
In 2011, an excavation team found and lifted out the remains of the Spitfire.
It is likely that it was not progressed further due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Equalities implications: No paths currently extend to the crash site part of the cemetery so
consideration should be given to where the plaque will be sited so that it is accessible.

Recommendations:

Councillors to consider whether they would like to commemorate the Spitfire crash site in this way.



CREWKERNE AND WEST CREWKERNE
JOINT BURIAL COMMITTEE

Agenda Item 13: Tree report: to note that the five yearly tree inspection has been carried out and to
note budgetary implications.

Background: The Council’s arborist has now completed the five-year tree inspection for Townsend
Cemetery.

The key recommendations are as follows:

e Trees are generally acceptably safe and in good condition — approximately 250 hours (@
approx. £10k) of tree work is required over the next five years.

e Replanting carried out since the 2018 report is considered of good quality and judicious.

e Trees would benefit from being checked every 18 months by an expert.

e Additional planting to reflect the original Victorian design is suggested.

Recommendations:

1. Councillors to note estimated costs for budgeting purposes (both works to trees and planting
costs for new trees).

2. Councillors to consider implementing regular checks at 18-month intervals.

3. Councillors to delegate recommended works to the Operations Manager in conjunction with
contractors or grounds team as appropriate.

Equalities implications: None.

K. Sheehan, Town Clerk, September 2023
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