CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 27 July 2015 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), M. Best, Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson,

Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.

In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke, 4 members of the public and 1 member of the press.
56
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
15/16
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (unwell) and

Ms J. Dawson (work commitments).
57
OPEN FORUM

15/16
A member of the public spoke with regards to planning application 15/03142/FUL (minute no. 62).  She expressed concern that the actual use of the sheds was not as stated in the application.  She also pointed out that the sheds were currently hidden behind a hedge, but if the hedge was to become damaged, it would expose the sheds, which would be an eyesore to local residents.
58
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

15/16

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on

Monday 22 June 2015 be APPROVED.
59
declarations of interest
15/16

Cllr. Miss Pritchard declared a personal interest in item 7 – planning application 15/02682/FUL (knows applicant).
Cllr. Mrs Stuart declared a personal interest in item 9 a) (expenses cheque).

60
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
15/16


Cty. Cllr. Dyke reported on the concerns regarding the slow rollout of superfast broadband across the county.  He advised that BT’s preferred bidder status had been withdrawn and that other companies were being considered.


Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported on a number of items:-

· The drains outside Boots and Bilbys in Market Street were blocked, which caused Boots to flood due to recent heavy rainfall.  Cty. Cllr. Dyke agreed to follow this matter up.
· A recent business breakfast meeting in Crewkerne had been well attended.  Concerns had been expressed at the meeting regarding the potential loss of employment land which might result from the Taylor Wimpey planning application for additional housing.  Concern was also expressed at the proposed siting of the care home and housing so close to manufacturing industries.  Officers from South Somerset District Council Economic development and planning had taken note of this feedback.
· Area West had secured funding for The Heart of Wessex Local Action Group LEADER project, which covered 6 project themes, 4 of which would be appropriate for a market town like Crewkerne.
· The Market Town Investment Group was seeking bids for projects of an economic development theme.  Crewkerne had already benefited from past programmes and expression of interest forms were available should the Council wish to submit their interest.  The idea of work space hubs was a popular concept, enabling small businesses to rent a desk space.
· A register of Tree Preservation Orders was available on the SSDC home page.

· Lynda Pincombe, Community Health and Leisure Manager provided a good presentation at an Area West meeting.  They would be targeting obesity and diabetes with a ‘click into activity’ programme of events which would be coming to Crewkerne.
61
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
15/16
To receive an update report
There was nothing to report.
62
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15/16
To consider applications requiring observations by SSDC before the next Planning and Highways Committee:

15/03142/FUL 
The erection of 3 No.sheds for domestic storage (retrospective application).

45 Barn Close, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 8BN

Councillors were concerned that the stated use of the sheds, for storage only, may be being contravened.  The Clerk would advise the planning authority of the Council’s concern.
15/02682/FUL
Alterations to include demolition of front dormer, garage and conservatory and the installation of 2 No. dormer winders, erection of front entrance porch and erection of rear extension to dwelling.

Harley House, Lang Road, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 8HQ


RECOMMEND APPROVAL - although Councillors recommended that consideration should be given to limited opening of the roof window and fitting with frosted glass in order to minimise the loss of privacy to the neighbouring property.
63
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
15/16
To approve the articles for the next edition
The suggested articles were AGREED with some additions including the Christmas

market, Southmead Crescent playground mural project and Speedwatch volunteers.
64
FINANCE 
15/16

a)
To approve accounts for payment as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the accounts for

July 2015 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.
Accounts for payment in the sum of £27,284.07 + VAT were approved.
b)
To report that bank reconciliations have been completed for May and June 2015

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the bank reconciliations for May and June 2015.  It was noted that cash in hand and at the bank for May 2015 was £381,717.08 and for June 2015 was £334,871.28.
65
CORRESPONDENCE
15/16


None.
66
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES

15/16

a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 13 July 2015


Noted.


b)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 13 July 2015

Noted. 
c)
Crewkerne War Memorial Commemoration Trust meeting held on 13 July 2015

Noted.
d)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 20 July 2015

Noted.
67
OUTSIDE BODIES 
15/16
To receive reports
a)
Crewkerne Action for the Disabled

Noted.
b)
Crewkerne Voluntary Transport


Noted.

The Clerk advised an outside body report from Crewkerne Sports & Youth Activities Ltd had also been received, a copy would be available in the office.

68
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
15/16

Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported that results from a community survey undertaken by ABCD, would be presented in the Victoria Hall on Saturday 19 September from 9.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.  The consultation document would help form a basis plan for future community projects. 
Cllr. Mrs Head reported the Somerset Commissioning Group was currently reviewing the usage of the 13 community hospitals within Somerset.  There was no indication yet as to whether it would affect Crewkerne Community Hospital.  Cllr. Mrs Head would keep the Town Councillors informed of any developments.
69
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15/16


Monday 28 September 2015 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………
Dated: ……………………….

jc/council/tc22June2015
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed

to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION

70


15/16


71

15/16

72
VARIOUS STAFF MATTERS
15/16




The meeting closed at 7.45 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….
jc/council/tc22June2015
TC -1-

