CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the ANNUAL CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 18th May 2015 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT
Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, Ms J. Dawson, Mrs K. Head,

B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart, 
N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.
In attendance:

Mrs A. Roffey Deputy Clerk, Mrs A. Hooper Finance Officer, Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke and

1 member of the press.
1

ELECTION OF MAYOR and Declaration of Acceptance of Office for signature
15/16

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Pailthorpe be nominated to serve as Mayor for

a fourth year and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.
He thanked everyone for their support and signed the Declaration of Acceptance.
2

ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR
15/16
It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Mrs Stuart be nominated to serve as Deputy Mayor and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.
Cllr. Mrs Stuart duly accepted to serve as Deputy Mayor for the new Council Year.

3
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
15/16
 
None.
4

COUNCILLORS DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FOR

15/16
SIGNATURE.  COMPLETION OF REGISTER OF INTERESTS AND UNDERTAKINGS TO OBSERVE THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT AS CURRENTLY REQUIRED

BY LAW

The Deputy Clerk confirmed that all Councillors had signed the relevant Declarations of Acceptance of Office prior to the start of the meeting and that all had been issued with Register of Interests and Undertakings forms which required completion and to be returned as soon as possible.

5

TO ELECT THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN OF PLANNING AND 

15/16
HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE
Chairman
It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Hodgson be nominated to serve as Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee for the new Council Year and there being no

other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.
Cllr. Hodgson duly accepted the Office of Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee for the new Council Year.

Vice-Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Ms Dawson be nominated to serve as

Vice-Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee for the new Council Year and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.

Cllr. Ms Dawson duly accepted the Office of Vice-Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee for the new Council Year.
6

TO ELECT THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN OF AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

15/16

Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Best be nominated to serve as Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the new Council Year and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.

Cllr. Best duly accepted the Office of Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the new Council Year.

Vice-Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Mrs Jackson be nominated to serve as 
Vice-Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the new Council Year and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.

Cllr. Mrs Jackson duly accepted the Office of Vice-Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the new Council Year.
7

TO ELECT THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN OF POLICY AND

15/16
RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Sturtivant be nominated to serve as Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for the new Council Year and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.

Cllr. Sturtivant duly accepted the Office of Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for the new Council Year.
Vice-Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Mrs Head be nominated to serve as 
Vice-Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for the new Council Year and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.

Cllr. Mrs Head duly accepted the Office of Vice-Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for the new Council Year.
8

TO APPOINT THE FIVE JOINT BURIAL BOARD COMMITTEE MEMBERS
15/16
It was AGREED that Cllrs. Mrs Allman, Best, Pailthorpe, Mrs Stuart and D. Wakeman be elected to serve on the Joint Burial Committee.
9

TO APPOINT COUNCILLORS TO THE SUB-COMMITTEES: 

15/16

i) Bi-monthly Aqua Centre Sub-Committee
It was AGREED that Cllr. Mrs Stuart be elected to serve on the Aqua Centre Sub-Committee.
It was also AGREED that Cllr. Pailthorpe be elected to serve as another nominated Councillor on the Aqua Centre Sub-Committee.
ii) Bi-monthly George Reynolds Centre Sub-Committee

It was AGREED that Cllr. Best, as Chairman of the Amenities Committee, be elected to serve on the George Reynolds Centre Committee.
It was AGREED that Cllr. Ms Dawson be elected to serve as Town Council appointed Director on the George Reynolds Centre Committee.
It was also AGREED that Cllr. Mrs Head be elected to serve as another nominated Councillor on the George Reynolds Centre Committee.
iii) Newsletter Editorial Sub-Committee
It was AGREED that Cllrs. Best, Pailthorpe and Sturtivant be elected to serve on the Newsletter Editorial Committee.
iv)
Crewkerne Youth Service Steering Group


It was AGREED that Cllr. Mrs Jackson, as Vice-Chairman of the Amenities Committee, be elected to serve on the Crewkerne Youth Service Steering Group.

It was AGREED that Cllr. Miss Pritchard be elected to serve as another nominated Councillor on the Crewkerne Youth Service Steering Group.

v)
Market Steering Group

It was AGREED that Cllrs. Mrs Allman, Best and Wakeman be elected to serve on the Market Steering Group.

vi)
Henhayes Enhancement Project Steering Group
It was AGREED that Cllr. Mrs Jackson, as Vice-Chairman of the Amenities Committee, be elected to serve on the Henhayes Enhancement Project Steering Group.
It was AGREED that Cllrs. Best and Hodgson be elected to serve on the Henhayes Enhancement Project Steering Group.
vii)
Local Transport Plan Steering Group


It was AGREED that Cllrs. Ms Dawson, Pailthorpe and Sturtivant be elected to serve on the Local Transport Plan Steering Group.
10
TO ELECT THE THREE MEMBERS FOR THE STAFFING COMMITTEE 

15/16

It was AGREED that Cllr. Pailthorpe as Mayor with Cllrs. Mrs Jackson and Sturtivant be elected to serve on the Staffing Committee.
It was AGREED that Cllr. Mrs Head would be first reserve and Cllr. Ms Dawson would be second reserve on the Staffing Committee.
11
TO ELECT THE GRIEVANCE, CAPABILITY, DISCIPLINARY AND APPEALS 

15/16
COMMITTEE
It was AGREED that Cllrs. Best, Mrs Head, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton, Mrs Stuart (as Chairman) and Wakeman be elected to serve on the Grievance, Capability and Disciplinary Committee and that Cllrs. Mrs Allman, Ms Dawson, Hodgson, Pailthorpe (as Chairman), Miss Pritchard and Sturtivant be elected to serve on the Appeals Committee. 
12
TO RE-APPOINT THE BANKING SIGNATORIES FOR CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT 

15/16

It was AGREED that Cllrs. Best, Ms Dawson, Mrs Jackson, Pailthorpe, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant continue as banking signatories for cheques for payment.
13
TO APPOINT A COUNCILLOR AND DEPUTY TO CHECK THE INVOICES
15/16
EACH MONTH AND RECONCILIATION PRIOR TO THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
It was AGREED that Cllrs. Ms Dawson, Hodgson and Mrs Singleton be appointed to take turns to check the invoices each month prior to the Town Council meetings.
14
TO RE-APPOINT THE REPRESENTATIVES ON THE VARIOUS OUTSIDE BODIES

15/16

The following were AGREED:-
ABCD


  (Executive Committee Representative) Cllr. Miss Pritchard
Dementia Friendly Community




Cllr. Mrs Head
Birds Almshouses





Cllr. Mrs Jackson

Chubbs Almshouses





Cllr. Miss Pritchard








Cllr. Mrs Stuart

Crewkerne Action for the Disabled 



Cllr. Mrs Head
Crewkerne Area Business Chamber



Cllr. Wakeman


Crewkerne Christmas Committee



Cllr. Mrs Allman









Cllr. Mrs Singleton









Cllr. Mrs Stuart
Crewkerne Leisure Management Committee


Cllr. Best
Crewkerne Local Information Centre



Cllr. Mrs Singleton
Crewkerne Sports & Youth Activities Ltd (CSYAL)

Cllr. Ms Dawson
Crewkerne Voluntary Transport Committee


Cllr. Mrs Jackson
Crewkerne Community Office Management Board

Cllr. Mrs Allman
Henhayes Community Centre
Cllr. Mrs Head
Heritage Centre






Cllr. Pailthorpe

League of Friends of Crewkerne Hospital


Cllr. Mrs Head

Parish Paths Liaison Group




Cllr. Ms Dawson
Somerset Association of Local Councils
(SALC)


Cllr. Ms Dawson









Cllr. Mrs Jackson

South Somerset Market Towns Investment Group (MTIG)
Cllr. Best







Twinning Association





Cllr. Mrs Singleton 

Cllr. Mrs Singleton referred to the Parish Paths Liaison Group and said some of the footpaths appeared to be neglected.  She asked for the maintenance of the rights of way to be added to the next Amenities Committee agenda. 

15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
15/16
on items on the agenda and declarations from any members in receipt of hospitality and gifts


None.

16
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES 
15/16
of the previous Town Council meeting on 27th April 2015
It was AGREED that the Minutes of the previous Town Council meeting on
Monday 27th April 2015 be APPROVED.
17
OPEN FORUM
15/16
No one wished to speak.
18
TO RECEIVE VERBAL REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

15/16
COUNCILLORS

Apologies were received on behalf of newly elected District Cllr. Marcus Barrett who was unable to attend the meeting due to his attendance on a training course.

Cty. Cllr. Dyke congratulated Cllr. Pailthorpe on his re-election as Mayor and the whole Council on their re-election and advised that Cllr. Christine Lawrence had been elected Chairman of Somerset County Council.  Cty. Cllr. Dyke referred to Somerset County Council’s Children’s Services and advised that following an ‘inadequate’ rating £6 million from reserves had been agreed for the recruitment of additional staff.

He then spoke with regards to the recent visit by members of the Twinning Association from Igny and Bures Sur Yvette and said how impressed they were by the innovation, sense of vibrancy and excellent facilities in Crewkerne.
Cllr. Pailthorpe congratulated Cllrs. Best, Barrett and Mrs Singleton on their election as District Councillors. 
Cllr. Best noted that the first meeting of the District Council would be on Thursday 21st May.

19
POWER OF COMPETENCE

15/16
To re-affirm that the Council is eligible to use the power because it has met the two conditions (electoral mandate plus qualified Clerk).  To resolve to use the power.
It was AGREED that the Council was eligible to use the power because it met the two conditions (electoral mandate plus qualified Clerk) and to resolve to use the power.
20
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
15/16
To receive a report
The Clerks reported was noted.
21
SOMERSET ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (SALC)
15/16
To receive an update letter on the Association’s work


Noted.
22
FINANCE
15/16

a)
To consider the second report on accounts the year ending 31st March 2015 by the Internal Auditor on 29th April 2015
It was noted that the issues raised by Mrs Darkin-Miller had been addressed and the Council APPROVED the Action Plan.
b)

To report the bank reconciliation for April 2015 has been completed
The Deputy Clerk reported the bank reconciliation for April 2015 would be checked in due course and reported at the next Town Council meeting on 22nd June 2015.
c)
To formally approve the internally audited accounts for 2014/15
It was AGREED that the internally audited accounts for 2014/15 be formally approved.



d)
To approve the Annual Return year ending 31st March 2015



(i)
To certify the statement of accounts 2014/15 (Section 1 of the Annual Return)




It was AGREED that the Accounting Statements be certified.
(ii) To confirm the statement of assurances 1-9 (Section 2 Annual Governance 
Statement
It was formally AGREED to confirm that the Council had satisfied all the answers to the questions on the statement of assurance and ‘yes’ be inserted to all the boxes.
(iii) To receive the Internal Auditor’s completed form (Section 4)
The contents of the signed form were duly received.

(iv) To authorise the signatures of the Mayor, Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer on the documents

It was AGREED to authorise the signatures of the Mayor, Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer and the form was duly signed.

e)
To approve the accounts for payment
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Jackson had verified the accounts for May 2015 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £26,374.30 + VAT were APPROVED.
f)
To consider the reappointment of Mrs Darkin-Miller as independent Internal Auditor for the 2015/16 accounts
It was considered and AGREED to re-appoint Mrs Darkin-Miller as independent Internal Auditor for the 2015/16 accounts and for a further 2 years to take advantage of the 2½% discount.
23
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 
15/16
To approve the draft


The Calendar of Meetings was APPROVED.
24
TO RECEIVE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF

15/16
ELECTORS OF 20TH APRIL 2015
Noted. 

25
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES

15/16
For 20th June, 18th July and 19th September.  Two Councillors required to undertake each

of the sessions




20th June 2015 – Cllrs. Hodgson and Sturtivant


18th July 2015 – Cllrs. Best and Ms Dawson


19th September 2015 – Cllrs. Miss Pritchard and Mrs Stuart


Cllr. Wakeman offered to be a reserve should any Councillor be unable to attend.

It was noted there would also be a District Councillor present at each of the Town Council Surgeries.

26
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
15/16
To agree the articles for the next edition in June

The suggested articles were AGREED with the addition of two articles - Creative Crewkerne and Planning and Highways new Chairman, Cllr. Hodgson.
27
MEMBER TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

15/16
To confirm the numbers for the ‘new councillor’ and ‘chairmanship’ training by Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) on Saturday 4th July 2015 in Chard.  To conduct a review of other member training requirements.
The following Councillors AGREED to attend the ‘new councillor’ and ‘chairmanship’ training by Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) on Saturday 4th July 2015 in Chard - Cllrs. Mrs Allman, Best, Hodgson and Pailthorpe. 
Cllr. Mrs Jackson requested further information regarding the course content. 

The Deputy Clerk agreed to contact SALC with regards to future training dates.
28
OUTSIDE BODIES
14/15
To receive reports
a)
Crewkerne Sports and Youth Activities Ltd (CSYAL)

Noted.

Cllr. Mrs Singleton referred to the successful Twinning Association visit and informed that next year would be the 40th anniversary of Crewkerne and Igny signing the Twinning Agreement.  She hoped that Crewkerne would begin to develop a plan to acknowledge this important date and discuss how it would be celebrated and asked that it be added as a future agenda item.

Cllr. Pailthorpe had attended the Crewkerne and District Museum & Heritage Centre’s Annual General Meeting held last week and reported everything was running smoothly, finances were solid and the museum was going from strength to strength.
Cllr. Mrs Stuart reported that Chubbs Almshouses had a few issues with damp, which were to be investigated.
29
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
14/15
Cllr. Mrs Stuart reported she had attended a VE Day Service at the Severalls Park Avenue War Memorial and afterwards had joined members of The Royal British Legion and public for tea and biscuits in the memorial gardens which she said was a lovely area now it had been regenerated.
Cllr. Pailthorpe reported he had attended a Civic Service at St Bartholomew’s Church to commemorate VE Day.

The Deputy Clerk reported on the recent successful poetry day event held in Crewkerne and read out a thank you email received from a member of the public.

The Deputy Clerk also reported on an invitation received from South Somerset Together, inviting Councillors to attend an event to discuss ‘working together towards a sustainable health service’ on Friday 22nd May at Long Sutton Golf Club, Long Sutton.  No Councillors wished to attend.
30
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
14/15
Monday 22nd June 2015 commencing at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                                
jc/council/tc18May2015
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed

to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION

31
STAFF MATTERS
15/16



The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….

jc/council/tc18May2015

TC -1-

