
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 30 July 2018 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT
Cllrs: Mrs K. Head (Chairman), M. Best, P. Bradly, Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard,
Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.
In attendance:
Town Clerk Mr P. Davidson, 3 members of the public and one member of the press.
55
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT

18/19

The Chairman began the meeting by paying tribute to Cllr. Sylvia Allman, who had died recently.  Cllr. Mrs Allman had served the Town Council and the Burial Committee well in the 11 years that she has been a Councillor.  She was liked and respected by both Councillors and staff and would be much missed.  As a mark of respect, a minute’s silence was held by all present.

56
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
18/19



Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. B. Hodgson (personal) and R. Pailthorpe (unwell). 
57
OPEN FORUM
18/19
No items raised.
58
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES 
18/19
of the previous Town Council meetings held on 25 June and 9 July 2018
It was AGREED that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 25 June 2018 be APPROVED.  It was also AGREED that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 9 July 2018 be APPROVED, subject to correction of a typographical error.

59
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
18/19
on items on the agenda 
Cllrs. Mrs Head, Sturtivant and Wakeman declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 (Promoting Crewkerne).
Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared a personal interest in agenda item 8a) (Accounts for payment for July).

60
TO RECEIVE VERBAL REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

18/19
COUNCILLORS

County
County Cllr. Best acknowledged that the current schedule of Highways works in Crewkerne was disruptive.  However, he reminded Councillors that this was work which the Town Council had been urging Highways to undertake for some considerable time.
District
Cllr. Mrs Singleton outlined the forthcoming changes to the South Somerset District Council (SSDC) customer interface in the Town Hall front office.  She explained that a touchscreen display was to be introduced, together with a scanner.  Crewkerne had been chosen as a pilot for this new interface and the equipment was planned to be installed in the front office in September.  During the trial period, SSDC staff would be on hand to assist members of the public when using the new equipment.  The new customer interface was due to go live as from January 2019.
Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported that the Market Town Investment Group (MTIG) capital grant applications process was due to go live.  She reminded Councillors that any applications would need to be routed through the Town Council.

61
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
18/19
To receive a report
Nothing to report.
62
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
18/19
To consider the following application requiring observations before the next Planning and

and Highways Committee meeting

18/011874/FUL
Chapel House, Hermitage Street, Crewkerne




Construction of a dual pitch rear dormer and adjacent flat roof terrace.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL

63
FINANCE
18/19

a)
To approve the accounts for payment for July 2018 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Pailthorpe had verified the accounts for July 2018
in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £78,702.01 + VAT were APPROVED.

b)

To report the bank reconciliation for June 2018 has been completed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Pailthorpe had verified the bank reconciliation for June 2018.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 30 June 2018 was £342,359.31. 

c) 
To receive the first quarter income and expenditure financial report.
Noted.
d) 
To authorise the Clerk to pay invoices received in August, with ratification at September’s meeting.
It was AGREED that the Clerk be authorised to pay the invoices in August as per Financial Regulations 6.5 and 6.7 with the list for ratification at September’s meeting.

64
GRANT APPLICATION
18/19
To further consider the grant application from Radio Ninesprings
After discussion, it was AGREED to award a grant of £100 to Radio Ninesprings, on condition that if the money was not spent then it would need to be returned.
65
SEVERALLS TENNIS COURTS
18/19
To consider a proposal from the working group for the refurbishment of one of the tennis courts at Severalls.

Item deferred until the September Amenities Committee meeting.
66
PROMOTING CREWKERNE
18/19
To consider a proposal for brown tourism signs as a means of promoting the town
It was noted that the restrictions on the use of brown tourist signs appeared to indicate that they would be of limited use for Crewkerne.  However, it was also noted that brown signs for the garden centre at Ottery St Mary had obviously been approved by Highways England.  It was therefore agreed that further clarification should be sought from Highways England on allowable signage.
Cllr. Mrs Singleton pointed out that the complexities of installing signage adjacent to a main highway meant that costs were likely to be higher than anticipated.
67
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
18/19
To agree the content of the draft August newsletter
Cllr. Miss Pritchard recommended that the proposed article relating to disabled parking at Bincombe should not be included within the newsletter until the matter had been properly debated by Councillors.  It was agreed that the portion of the article relating to the new disabled-friendly picnic bench at Bincombe would be retained, with the matter of disabled parking to be discussed at the next Amenities Committee meeting.
With the above change noted, it was AGREED to approve the draft newsletter for issue.
68
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES
18/19



a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 9 July 2018



Noted.



b)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 9 July 2018



Noted.
69
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES
18/19
For 15 September, 20 October and 17 November.  Two Councillors required to undertake
each session

15 September – Cllrs. Best and Mrs Head


20 October – Cllrs. Bradly and Miss Pritchard


17 November – Cllrs. Mrs Jackson and Wakeman
70
OUTSIDE BODIES

18/19
To receive reports for A Better Crewkerne and District (ABCD), Crewkerne Action for Disabled (CAD) and Crewkerne Voluntary Transport


The reports were noted.
71
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
18/19
Cllr. Bradly reported on the following:

· the Henhayes Centre were finding it difficult to find new trustees.
· Through the Clerk, he had recently distributed to Councillors a summary of the Misterton road traffic survey that had been undertaken.
· The Royal British Legion were planning to place poppies around the town to mark the centenary of the ending of WW1.

Cllr. Best advised that the Highways assessment of the KitHill residential housing planning application was still not available.  Because of this, the Planning Authority were likely to extend the deadline for observations on the application.  Given this, it was not clear whether the application would be reviewed by the Town Council at the August Planning & Highways Committee meeting.
72
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
18/19
Monday 24 September 2018 commencing at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                              
tc30Jul2018

It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – NOMINATIONS FOR SCC CHAIRMAN’S AWARD AND CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
73
CHAIRMAN’S AWARD
18/19
To consider possible nominations for the Somerset County Council “Chairman’s Award for Service to the Community 2018”
After discussion, it was AGREED to put forward two nominations for the Somerset County Council “Chairman’s Award for Service to the Community 2018”.
74
YOUTH SERVICE
18/19
To further consider future options for a youth service
Agenda item deferred.
75
TOWN HALL GROUND FLOOR
18/19
To note the future requirement of SSDC for an area of office space and to consider the implications for overall use of the ground floor area.
After a short discussion, it was agreed that a brainstorming session would be valuable, to explore options for use of the ground floor of the Town Hall, taking account of the changed requirements from SSDC as a result of Transformation.  To accommodate this, it was agreed to reconvene as Full Council following the August Planning & Highways Committee meeting
The meeting closed at 7.54 p.m. 

Signed: ………………………                                         

Dated: ……………………….                                              
tc30Jul2018
TC -1-

