
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber
on Monday 29 January 2018 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT
Cllrs. B. Hodgson (Chairman), M. Best, P, Bradly, Mrs K. Head, Mrs R. Jackson,

R. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.

In attendance:
Town Clerk Mr P. Davidson, 7 members of the public and 1 member of the press.

160
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
17/18
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (personal) and 
Mrs A. Stuart (work commitments).
161
OPEN FORUM

17/18
Two representatives of the Crewkerne & District Men’s Shed spoke about the success of this community group but emphasised the looming problem that alternative accommodation was urgently required.  The Chairman thanked the speakers and advised that Men’s Shed was an agenda item for this meeting.
162
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
17/18

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meetings of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 18 December 2017 and Monday 15 January 2018 be APPROVED. 

163
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
17/18
on items on the agenda
The following Councillors declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 9 (Aqua Centre DV’s report):

Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton (Directors of Crewkerne Leisure Management (CLM)) and Sturtivant (Aqua Centre Manager).

The following Councillors declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 (grant application awards for 2018/19):

Cllrs. Best (member of Crewkerne Twinning Association and member of CUDOS), Bradly (friend of Crewkerne museum), Mrs Head (member of CUDOS), Hodgson (family members in CUDOS and trustee of Crewkerne Heritage Centre), Pailthorpe (member of Crewkerne Heritage Centre), Miss Pritchard (member of Rotary Club of Crewkerne District and friend of Crewkerne museum/Heritage Centre), 
Mrs Singleton (member of Crewkerne Twinning Association, Chairman of the Local Information Centre and trustee of Crewkerne Heritage Centre) and Sturtivant (member of CUDOS).
The following Councillors declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 11a (budget item relating to Aqua Centre “landlord’s maintenance”):

Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton (Directors of CLM) and Sturtivant (Aqua Centre Manager).
Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared a prejudicial interest in agenda items 11b: budget item relating to the GRC “landlord’s maintenance” (Director of Crewkerne Sports & Youth Activities Ltd)
164
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

17/18
COUNCILLORS

County
County Cllr. Best advised that a 12 week consultation had begun on the Somerset libraries.  The consultation contained two options for Crewkerne.  Cllr. Best advised that he had asked for clarification on the questions asked in the consultation.

District

Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported that the planning application for demolition of a bungalow on Church Path and erection of a replacement dwelling, had been approved by the Area West committee.
She also outlined the forthcoming Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) process, which would result in new build homes generating CIL payments to the local authority, an example of which was a payment of £32,000 for an average 3-bed house, of which the local town or parish council would receive 15%, or 25% if the council possessed a Neighbourhood Plan.

165
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
17/18
To receive an update report

· Correspondence: the Clerk advised that Councillors had already been circulated with the correspondence received from a resident of Beechwood Drive relating to disabled parking at Bincombe Beeches.  The Chairman added that Councillors had also been copied with the reply sent by the Mayor and that he was due to meet shortly with the resident.
· Libraries: The Clerk reiterated the comments made earlier by County Cllr. Best that Somerset County Council had opened a consultation on the future of the libraries in the county, with a deadline of 22 April 2018.  Councillors agreed that this would need to be brought back to Council as an agenda item.
· Insurance liability claim: the Clerk reminded Councillors of the incident in 2017 when a child had suffered an injury whilst using the play equipment at Happy Valley and the child’ parents had subsequently pursued a public liability claim against the Council.  The Council had now been informed that the Claims Investigator had concluded that the Council were liable.  The Council’s insurer was satisfied that the Council had taken the necessary post-incident steps to avoid a reoccurrence of the incident.
166
MEN’S SHED
17/18
To consider the request from the Crewkerne Men’s Shed group for support from the Town Council in finding suitable premises

Councillors expressed their full support for the Men’s Shed and acknowledged the community benefit.  It was noted, however, that the Town Council were already short of storage space and that the West Street store had the great benefit of vehicular access.  Councillors expressed disappointment that the Men’s Shed group had dismissed the possibility of utilising the space behind the public toilets at Falkland Square.  Although acknowledging that work was required to render the space behind the public toilets usable, it was pointed out that the West Street store also required work, as well as dealing with the complexities of the lease on the building and the need to submit a “change of use” planning application.
Cllr. Bradly pointed out that, at a recent meeting with the owners of the Swan public house, the owners had indicated that there could be a possibility of accommodating the Men’s Shed for a period of time.  Cllr. Wakeman kindly offered to introduce the Men’s Shed group to the owners of the Swan.
The Chairman summarised by emphasising the Council’s support to the Men’s Shed.  He noted that the Swan hotel might present a short term option for accommodation and asked the Men’s Shed to reconsider the more medium term option for use of the space behind the public toilets.
Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant left the room for the following agenda item.

167
AQUA CENTRE DISTRICT VALUER’S REPORT
17/18
To receive the report from the District Valuer and to endorse the recommendation contained therein for the setting of the rent payable by Crewkerne Leisure Management
Councillors expressed satisfaction at the comprehensive nature of the District Valuer’s report on the rentable value of the Aqua Centre.  After a short discussion, it was AGREED to accept the recommendation contained within the report, to maintain the annual rental charge for the Aqua Centre at its current value of £1,000.
The members of the public left the meeting at this point.

162
FINANCE – PART 1
17/18

a)
To receive a report on the estimated level of general reserves as at 31 March 2018
It was noted that the estimated level of Earmarked Reserves was equivalent to 23.5% of the Precept, which was slightly below the Council’s recommended minimum level of 25%.  Councillors endorsed the Clerk’s recommendation to take this into consideration when formulating the 2019/20 budget.
b)
To receive the third quarter income and expenditure financial report
The report prepared by the Finance Officer was noted.

c)
To approve the accounts for payment for January 2018 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Wakeman had verified the accounts for January 2018 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £69,628.58 + VAT for January 2018 were approved.
d)

To report the bank reconciliation for December 2017 has been completed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Wakeman had verified the bank reconciliation for

December 2017.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 December 2017 was £304,500.80.
163
FINANCE – PART 2: TO APPROVE THE GRANT AWARDS FOR 2018/19 
17/18


The Clerk reminded Councillors that the draft grant awards had been reviewed at the recent Policy & Resources Committee meeting which had recommended approval by Full Council.  Therefore, unless Councillors wished to debate individual grant awards, they could elect to approve the awards as a single block.  The Chairman verified with Councillors that no Councillor wished to debate any of the proposed grant awards as individual items.  It was therefore AGREED to approve the grants in the sum of £6,574 as follows:
a) Crewkerne Twinning Association



   £200
b) Crewkerne LIC





   £654
c) Crewkerne & District Museum & Heritage Centre
£1,500
d) CUDOS






   £300
e) Rotary Club of Crewkerne District



£1,000
f) Crewkerne Tea Dance Group



   £210
g) The Speedwell





£1,000

h) Rebel Runners





   £160
i) Crewkerne Cricket Club



 
   £250
j) Severalls Jubilee Bowls Club



   £300
k) Henhayes Community Centre



£1,000
164
FINANCE – PART 3: TO APPROVE THE PRECEPT FOR 2018/19
17/18


The Clerk reminded Councillors that the draft budget had been reviewed at the recent Policy & Resources Committee meeting which had recommended approval by Full Council.  Therefore, unless Councillors wished to debate individual budget items, they could elect to approve the budget as a whole.  The Chairman verified with Councillors that no Councillor wished to debate any of the individual budget items.  It was therefore AGREED to approve the precept in the sum of £408,248 with the allocation of Central Government Grant being £3,360 making the reduced precept £404,888.  The tax base of £2,483.90 made the equivalent Band D charge per household of £163, a 6.3% decrease in comparison with the previous year.
165
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
17/18
To agree the draft newsletter
It was AGREED to approve the February draft newsletter subject to the addition of a short article to promote on Men’s Shed, to highlight their need for assistance in finding suitable accommodation.
166
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES
17/18
For 17 February, 17 March and 21 April.  Two Councillors require to undertake each session
17 February: Cllrs. Hodgson and Pailthorpe.
17 March: Cllrs. Best and Mrs. Singleton.
21 April: Cllrs. Bradly and Mrs. Jackson.
167
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES
17/18

a)
Planning and Highways Committee meetings held on 18 December 2017 and 15 January 2018


Noted.


b)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 15 January 2018


Noted.
c)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 15 January 2018


Noted.

d)
Bincombe Management Committee meeting held on 14 November 2017


Noted.

e)
Social Media working group meeting held on 18 December 2017


Noted.  Cllr. Mrs Singleton queried the point in the meeting notes relating to the LIC Facebook page and whether the working group was suggesting that the LIC would not be allowed to post Town Council information.  The Chairman, who had attended the working group meeting, agreed that the meeting notes were not particularly clear, but supported Cllr. Mrs Singleton’s view that the LIC should continue to post information as they saw fit, including that for the Town Council.
168
OUTSIDE BODY REPORTS
17/18
To receive a report for Crewkerne Voluntary Transport
Noted.
169
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
17/18
· Cllr. Bradly advised that the Deputy Clerk had distributed a draft set of Terms of Reference for the tennis courts working group.  A number of Councillors made observations on the wording of the draft ToR’s and it was agreed that these should be formally reviewed at the earliest opportunity.  The Clerk suggested that, as Councillors would already be reconvening as Full Council following the P&R meeting on the 12 February, this was an ideal opportunity to review the ToR’s.  Councillors endorsed this approach.
· Cllr. Best reported on the issue of the recent fire damage to the old Footprintz building and the subsequent erection of scaffolding which was forcing pedestrians to walk on the roadway.  He had been in discussion with Highways regarding this hazard to pedestrians, and was able to report that Highways were to address this issue.  Councillors thanked Cllr. Best for his efforts.
170
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
17/18
Monday 26 February 2018 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
The meeting closed at 7.40 p.m.

Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc29Jan2018
TC -6-

