
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber
on Monday 27 November 2017 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT
Cllrs. B. Hodgson (Chairman), Mrs K. Head, Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard,   Mrs A. Stuart and D. Wakeman.

In attendance:
Town Clerk Mr P. Davidson, 2 members of the public and 1 member of the press.

121
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
17/18
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (personal), M. Best (personal), P. Bradly (unwell), R. Pailthorpe (unwell), Mrs A. Singleton (personal) and N. Sturtivant (personal).
122
OPEN FORUM

17/18
No one wished to speak.
123
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
17/18

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 23 October 2017 be APPROVED. 

124
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
17/18
on items on the agenda
The Chairman introduced this agenda item by reminding Councillors of the wording contained within the Council’s Standing Orders and Code of Conduct regarding declaration of interests.
Cllr. Mrs Jackson declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 9 (Aqua Centre rent).

Cllr. Mrs Head declared a personal interest in agenda item 13 (use of Henhayes).

125
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

17/18
COUNCILLORS

County and District Councillors not present.
126
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
17/18
To receive an update report

The Clerk reported on the following:
· Henhayes play equipment: a post-installation inspection of the new play equipment at Henhayes had now been carried out by the SSDC playground inspector.  This had identified a small number of points which required rectification action by the contractor.  Regrettably, there had also been another incident where the equipment had been defaced, on this occasion with graffiti.
· Lighting up event: the event had been a great success, with an excellent turnout and queues of children to visit Santa.  The Clerk highlighted the sterling efforts of the Deputy Clerk in supporting the organising and the running of the event and Councillors asked the Clerk to pass on their thanks to her.
· SLCC Training Roadshow: the Clerk had recently attended a training event which had included a useful presentation on use of social media by Councils.  There had also been a presentation on the forthcoming changes to the Data Protection laws.
127
FINANCE
17/18

a)
To approve the accounts for payment for November 2017 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the accounts for November 2017 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £37,219.94 + VAT for November 2017 were approved.
b)

To report the bank reconciliation for October 2017 has been completed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the bank reconciliation for

October 2017.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 October 2017 was £399,226.81.
128
UPDATED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
17/18
For approval
The Clerk advised that the proposed minor amendments to the Financial Regulations were required to ensure that the procedures required to regulate the recently introduced online banking facility were captured within the Regulations.
Cllr. Miss Pritchard tabled a proposed series of amendments to the wording within the Regulations regarding contracts exceeding £50,000.  It was agreed that the Clerk should insert these proposed changes into the draft update to the document and re-circulate to Councillors, for review at the next Full Council meeting.

Cllr. Mrs Jackson left the room prior to the following agenda item.

129
AQUA CENTRE RENT
17/18
To note that the rent for the Aqua Centre is due for review and to consider the process to be adopted for such a review
After discussion, it was AGREED to initiate an independent review of the rent for the Aqua Centre, utilising the services of the District Valuer.
Cllr. Mrs Jackson re-joined the meeting.

130
SSDC LOCAL PLAN ISSUES AND OPTIONS CONSULTATION
17/18
To consider how the consultation paper should be reviewed and a Town Council response compiled
The Chairman proposed that a small working group be formed to consider the consultation paper and to compile a draft response, for review at the December Full Council meeting.  Councillors supported this approach and the Clerk was asked to email all Councillors to enlist volunteers for the working group.

131
SEVERALLS TENNIS COURTS

17/18
To consider whether the Council supports the principle of retaining the tennis courts as a facility and to agree the next steps
Councillors agreed that the work begun by Cllr. Bradly should be continued, and a small working group formed to establish more concrete and costed proposals for the refurbishment of the tennis courts and to explore in more detail grant funding opportunities.  Cllr. Mrs Jackson advised that she had already volunteered to be part of the working group, as had Mr Rawe from the Severalls Bowls Club.
132
CTC SOCIAL MEDIA
17/18
To consider whether the Town Council should have its own social media presence
The Chairman suggested that the Town Council should give consideration to the use of social media, as an additional method of communication with residents.  Councillors expressed some concern over the potential staff time involved in the upkeep of platforms such as Facebook, together with the question of moderating content.  It was agreed that a small working group should be formed to debate the topic in more detail.  Cllrs. Hodgson and Miss Pritchard volunteered to take part and it was recommended that Cllr. Sturtivant should join the group because of his experience from the Aqua Centre.
133
USE OF HENHAYES
17/18
To consider the request from Crewkerne Rugby Club for the use of Henhayes for a local schools-organised rugby tournament on Wednesday 21 March 2018
After discussion, it was AGREED to approve the request from Crewkerne Rugby Club for the use of Henhayes for a local schools-organised rugby tournament on Wednesday 21 March 2018, subject to the usual terms and conditions.
134
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES
17/18


a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 13 November 2017


Noted.


b)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 13 November 2017


Noted.
135
OUTSIDE BODIES
17/18
To receive a report for Chubbs Almshouses and Crewkerne Action for the Disabled
Noted.
136
ANNUAL MEETING OF ELECTORS

17/18
To be held on Monday 16 April 2018


Noted.

137
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
17/18
Cllr. Mrs Head reported that a letter had been received from the Henhayes Centre regarding the Men’s Shed.  Councillors were invited to visit the current location of the Men’s Shed in the Kings Arms public house, to see for themselves the community work being undertaken.
Cllr. Wakeman reported that the two brothers who had taken over the Swan public house were inviting Councillors to meet with them, to allow them to share their ideas for the refurbishment of the building.
138
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
17/18
Monday 18 December 2017 in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc27Nov2017
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – CONTRACTUAL MATTER
139
CLR
17/18
To receive a report from the Mayor on a meeting held with Taylor Wimpey to discuss the CLR development 
The Chairman reported that, along with Cllrs. Best, Cllr. Mrs Singleton and the Clerk, he had attended a meeting with a representative of Taylor Wimpey (TW), to receive an update on the CLR development.  The meeting had been constructive and the TW representative had agreed to attend the Annual Meeting of Electors in April 2018, in order to provide an update to the residents of Crewkerne.
The meeting closed at 7.15 p.m.

Signed: ………………………                                         

Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc27Nov2017
TC -5-

