
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 27 March 2017 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson, 
Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart and D. Wakeman.
In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke, 1 member of the press and 2 members of the public.
211
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
16/17
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. M. Best (civic engagement), Mrs K. Head (personal) and N. Sturtivant (personal).
212
OPEN FORUM

16/17


No points were raised.
213
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
16/17

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 27 February 2017 be APPROVED. 

214
declarations of interest
16/17

Cllr Mrs Singleton declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 14 (CSYAL financial situation). 
215
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
16/17

County


Cty. Cllr. Dyke: nothing to report this month.

District
Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported that the recent planning application for 73 Southmead Crescent had been recommended for refusal by the planning officer, on the basis that the design was out of keeping with the character of the local buildings.
216
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
16/17
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported that he had attended a meeting of Town Clerks with the CEO of South Somerset District Council (SSDC), where the focus of the meeting had been on SSDC’s “Transformation” programme.  It was clear that Transformation represented a fundamental change is how SSDC would operate in the future and this was likely to have implications, both for Crewkerne residents and in terms of how the Town Council interfaced with SSDC.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to keep abreast of developments with SSDC’s Transformation programme and, when appropriate, to arrange for SSDC to brief the Town Council on the programme.
217
FINANCE 
16/17

a)
To approve accounts for payment for March 2017 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the accounts for payment for March 2017 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £41,587.00 + VAT for March 2017 were approved.
b)
To report that the bank reconciliation has been completed for February 2017

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the bank reconciliation for 
February 2017.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 28 February 2017 was £247,149.31.
c)
Audit of Internal Controls: To note the results of the annual audit of internal financial controls

Noted, with thanks to the staff and Councillors involved.
d)
Annual review of the Financial Risk Register: to approve the draft update to the financial risk register

Councillors reviewed the draft update to the Financial Risk Register.  After discussion, it AGREED to approve the updated Financial Risk Register, with the minor amendments noted in the meeting.
e)
Asset Register: To note the status of the Town Council Asset Register
Noted.
218
CREWKERNE FARMERS MARKET
16/17
To consider an application for grant funding from Somerset Farmers Markets, in support of the continued existence of the Crewkerne Farmers Market
Councillors considered the application for grant funding of £468 from Somerset Farmers’ Markets, to allow the market to be held at the Henhayes Centre.  There was wholehearted support to the continuation of the farmers’ market in Crewkerne, although Councillors did prefer the more central location of Falkland Square.  After discussion, it was AGREED to provide an interim level of grant funding of £117, which represented the support required for 3 months of operation of the market at the Henhayes Centre.
In parallel, the Deputy Clerk was asked to continue to investigate whether the market could be resurrected at Falkland Square and also to explore other options for hosting of the farmers’ market.
219
TO CONFIRM THE DECISION TO OPEN MARKET SQUARE TO TRAFFIC
16/17
DURING THE WEDNESDAY MARKET
The Deputy Clerk reported that a market working group meeting had been held immediately prior to the Council meeting, which had been very positive and in which a number of ideas had been explored and actions instigated, aiming to build up the weekly market.  Given this, Councillors expressed the view that it would be unwise to re-open the road on market days, only to potentially shut it again in the near future if the market expanded.  It was therefore AGREED to continue to close the road on market day.
220
EVENTS UPDATE
16/17
To receive a progress report from the Deputy Clerk on planning for the Somerset Day Craft 


Market and for the Bincombe Fayre
The Deputy Clerk briefed Councillors on the plans for the Somerset Day Craft Market and for the Bincombe Fayre.  Councillors thanked the Deputy Clerk for her hard work in planning to make the events both interesting and entertaining.
221
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES

16/17
a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 13 March 2017

Noted. 
c)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 13 March 2017

Noted.

222
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
16/17

None.
223
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
16/17


Monday 24 April 2017 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………
Dated: ………………………..
tc27Mar2017
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – STAFFING AND CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
Cllr. Mrs Singleton left the meeting prior to the following agenda items.

224
CSYAL FINANCIAL SITUATION AND RENT FOR THE GEORGE REYNOLDS
16/17
CENTRE
To receive a report from the Clerk on the outcome of a meeting with CSYAL to 

discuss their financial situation

The Clerk gave a report summarising CSYAL’s currently strained financial position and outlook.  It was noted that the rent for the forthcoming year had been set at a Council meeting in December.  It was also noted that the directors of CSYAL were clearly striving to establish the GRC on a solid financial footing, where surplus funds could be generated to re-invest in the maintenance and promotion of the building and its facilities.  Given this, together with the importance of sustaining this importance facility for the people of Crewkerne, it was AGREED that the rent for the GRC building should be reconsidered at the earliest opportunity.

225
APPRENTICESHIP SCHEME
16/17
To consider whether the Council wishes to take on an apprentice following the end


of Mr Le-Fort’s 6 month contract

Councillors were supportive of sustaining an apprenticeship scheme, as this presented an excellent development opportunity for local young people.  It was therefore AGREED that an apprentice should be taken on, coincident with the ending of Mr Le-Fort’s 6 month contract.

226
MILLERS GARAGE
16/17
Cllr. Best and the Clerk to brief Councillors on the status of SSDC’s proposed


Development of the Miller’s Garage site

Item deferred, pending availability of information.

The meeting closed at 8.12 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ………………………..
tc27Mar2017
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