CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 27 February 2017 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson,
Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Stuart and N. Sturtivant.
In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Admin Officer Mrs J. Cowie and Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke.
193
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
16/17
Apologies for absence was received from Cllr. Mrs A. Singleton (unwell).
194
OPEN FORUM

16/17


No members of the public present.
195
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
16/17

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meetings of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 23 January 2017 and Monday 13 February 2017 be APPROVED. 

196
declarations of interest
16/17


Cllr. Mrs Stuart declared a personal interest in item 16 (CAD report).
197
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
16/17

County


Cty. Cllr. Dyke reported on the following items:-
· Somerset County Council (SCC) budget: at the recent SCC budget setting meeting, the budget for 2017/18 had been agreed, resulting in a Council Tax increase of 1.9% plus 2% for adult social care and 1.25% for the Somerset Rivers Authority.
· Crewkerne Recycling Centre: from 2020 onwards, councils would be prohibited from charging at recycling centres, which would have implications for the viability of the recycling centre at Crewkerne.

District
Cllr. Best reported that South Somerset District Council had agreed their budget for 2017/18, resulting in a Council Tax increase of £5 on a Band D property.
198
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
16/17
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported on the following:
· Councillor Resignation: a letter of resignation had been received from Cllr. Ms Dawson, which was with immediate effect.  
· Letter from Crewkerne Action for the Disabled (CAD): a letter had been received from CAD advising that they would provide a donation of £962, to fund the cost of two wheelchair-accessible picnic benches for the Henhayes playground.  Councillors acknowledged this very generous and community spirited offer from CAD.
199
DEFERRED ITEMS
16/17

a)
Outside Body Representation: To appoint a new Town Council representative for the Crewkerne Area Business Chamber.  Deferred from January 2017 Full Town Council meeting

It was reported that the Council had received a schedule of forthcoming meetings for the Crewkerne Area Business Chamber and there was only one clash with a Council meeting.  


After discussion, Councillors agreed to defer the appointment of a new Town Council representative for the Crewkerne Area Business Chamber, to the Annual Town Council meeting on Monday 22 May 2017, when the representatives on the various Outside Bodies would be re-appointed.  However, for the next meeting of Crewkerne Area Business Chamber, which was on Monday 6 March, Cllr. Miss Pritchard kindly volunteered to attend. 
200
FINANCE 
16/17

a)
To approve accounts for payment for February 2017 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hodgson had verified the accounts for payment for February 2017 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £38,791.05 + VAT for February 2017 were approved.
b)
To report that the bank reconciliation has been completed for January 2017

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hodgson had verified the bank reconciliation for 
January 2017.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 January 2017 was £285,971.11.
c)
Internal audit interim report: to receive the report from the internal auditor

Noted, with thanks to the staff involved.
201
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE HENHAYES FIELD
16/17
To authorise the groundworks necessary to improve surface water drainage at Henhayes
Cllr Best pointed out that the groundworks were necessary to address the issue of poor surface water drainage at Henhayes, which had already resulted in premises on the industrial park being flooded on two occasions.
It was noted that, despite efforts from the Operations Manager, it had only been possible to obtain a single quotation for the works.  Given these difficulties, together with the need to urgently address the drainage issue, it was AGREED on this occasion to waive the requirements of the Financial Regulations for three quotations.
After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise A. A. Pike Construction to undertake the drainage improvement works at Henhayes, at the quoted cost of £7,440.46 (plus VAT).
The Clerk reported that Linen Yard Investments (Crewkerne) Ltd had kindly offered to provide a donation of £2,480 towards the cost of these remedial works.  Councillors acknowledged this generous offer from the company, which significantly mitigated the overall cost to the taxpayer.
202
GRANT APPLICATIONS POLICY
16/17
To consider the draft “simplified” grant applications policy
Councillors considered the draft “simplified” grant applications policy and after discussion it was AGREED to recommend approval of the grant applications policy, with the following additions:

· Section 2a: insert the word “charities”.
· Section 2d: insert the word “normally” in the sentence “Retrospective applications will not…”.
· Section 5: insert the following condition: “If the Council agree grant funding for a project which subsequently does not go ahead, the Council will withdraw the offer of funding.”
· Section 5: insert the following condition: “If a grant award is being sought for a project involving other sources of funding, the Council may require confirmation that these funding sources are in place before releasing the grant funds.”
203
LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME
16/17
To consider that the required documents, information and conditions are in place to support the submission for accreditation at “Quality Award” level
The Clerk reported that he had completed the application form for accreditation of the Local Council Award Scheme at “Quality Council” level, which included the requirement to re-confirm that the Council continued to meet the requirements for “Foundation” level.
After reviewing the documentation, it was AGREED that the Council still met all of the requirements for the Foundation level accreditation and that all of the criteria for accreditation at Quality level were now also met.
The Chairman thanked the Clerk for the work involved in compiling the application.
204
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF ELECTORS
16/17
To receive the draft agenda and to consider the draft Annual Report

It was AGREED to approve the draft agenda for the Annual Town Meeting of Electors on Monday 20 March 2017, with the addition of a presentation from the Crewkerne Museum & Heritage Centre.

It was AGREED to approve the draft Annual Report with minor amendments.
205
CITIZEN “COMMENDATION”
16/17
To consider extending the Honoured Citizen scheme to include commendations

The Chairman explained that the idea of a commendation would be for the Mayor, on behalf of the Council, to recognise and celebrate the achievement of an individual or a group, for an activity that had benefited the town.  It was hoped that such an award would inspire more people to come forward with projects or plans in the future.  Councillors wholeheartedly supported the proposal, noting that the commendation would need to be open for presentation at any time of the year, to ensure topicality.
206
PROGRAMME OF COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR 2017/18
16/17
To consider the draft programme of meetings

The Calendar of Meetings for 2017/18 was APPROVED subject to the minor amendment of moving the date of the December Full Town Council and Planning and Highways Committee meetings to Monday 18 December 2017.
207
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES

16/17
a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 13 February 2017

Noted. 
c)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 13 February 2017

Noted.

208
OUTSIDE BODIES
16/17
To receive a reports from Crewkerne Action for the Disabled


Noted.
209
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
16/17

Cllr. Mrs Jackson reported on a recent meeting she had had with Gail Coleshill, which was to consider re-instating the ‘Beating the Bounds’.  Cllr. Mrs Pritchard responded by advising that the Rotary Club had been running this event for the past 6 years and that it would be worthwhile contacting them for further information.
Cllr. Mrs Head reported that CAD would be using up most of their fundraised money to purchase the wheelchair-friendly picnic benches for Henhayes and were keen to start fundraising again for additional equipment for Henhayes.

Cllr. Mrs Head reported that she had attended a meeting with CAD and supported by the Amenities Operations Manager, to discuss disabled access at the front of the Town Hall.  The Amenities Operations Manager would be producing notes from this meeting.
210
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
16/17


Monday 27 March 2017 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
The meeting closed at 7.42 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ………………………..
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