
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber
on Monday 26 February 2018 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT
Cllrs. B. Hodgson (Chairman), M. Best, P, Bradly, Mrs K. Head, Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Stuart, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.

In attendance:
Town Clerk Mr P. Davidson, 4 members of the public and 1 member of the press.

177
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
17/18
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (unwell), R. Pailthorpe (unwell) and Mrs A. Singleton (unwell).
178
OPEN FORUM

17/18
A member of the Crewkerne Inner Wheel provided an update on the nascent Crewkerne in Bloom project.  She reported that a working group had been formed and that there was considerable interest in the project, with offers of assistance already received.
179
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
17/18

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meetings of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 29 January 2018 and Monday 12 February 2018 be APPROVED. 

180
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
17/18
on items on the agenda
Cllrs. Mrs Stuart and Miss Pritchard declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 (Crewkerne in Bloom).
Cllr. Hodgson declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 17 (Crewkerne Heritage Centre): Councillor is a trustee of the Heritage Centre.

Cllrs. Bradly and Miss Pritchard declared a personal interest in agenda item 17.

181
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

17/18
COUNCILLORS

County
County Cllr. Best reported that the County Council had agreed a 5.99% increase in Council tax.  The Council were also looking to achieve savings of £10.3m, with the major areas to be targeted being adults and health (£3.1m) and children and family services (£2.57m).

Cllr. Best also reported that Avon and Somerset police had agreed a 6.6% increase in the precept and that the Devon & Somerset Fire and Rescue authority had agreed to increase its precept from council tax by 2.99%.  Although all authorities had agreed their rises, it was against the fact that at the same time they were needing to deal with the imposed reductions in central Government funding.
District

Cllr. Best reported that SSDC had voted to increase their element of the Council tax bill in line with inflation, raising the annual Band D charge by 3.18%.
182
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
17/18
To receive an update report

The Clerk reported on the following:
· Correspondence regarding the Aqua Centre: the Clerk had previously circulated a letter received from the Chairman of Crewkerne Leisure Management regarding the ongoing issue of roof condensation.  It was noted that the Council had recently discussed this issue and that, as a result, action was in train to generate an additional quotation for the remedial works to the roof above the entrance to the Aqua Centre.  The Clerk recommended that, as soon as this additional quotation was received, the question of remedial works to the Aqua Centre roof was brought back to Council as an agenda item.  Councillors endorsed this approach.
· Somerset Farmer’s Market: the Clerk advised that correspondence had been received from a resident requesting that the Town Council provide support to the Somerset Farmer’s Market.  Coincidentally, the Somerset Farmer’s Market had just submitted an application for grant funding to the Town Council.
· Libraries consultation: the Clerk reported that, in connection with the ongoing Somerset libraries consultation, a meeting had been held with a representative of Somerset County Council (SCC), attended by Cllrs. Best and Hodgson and the Clerk.  Cllr. Hodgson stressed that this meeting did not pre-suppose any outcome of the consultation.  However, it was clear from the meeting that, should the outcome of the consultation be that Crewkerne library was designated for a change in the way in which the library service was delivered, then this would require detailed discussions between SCC and the Town Council.
The Clerk pointed out that SCC had organised a consultation drop-in event at Crewkerne library for Friday 9 March.  Cllr. Mrs Jackson kindly offered to attend this event, subject to her availability.
· Internal Financial Controls meeting: the Clerk advised that he was seeking two Councillors to support the forthcoming annual review of internal financial controls.  Cllrs. Bradly and Sturtivant kindly offered to participate.
183
FINANCE
17/18

a)
To approve the accounts for payment for February 2018 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the accounts for February 2018 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £27,833.29 + VAT for February 2018 were approved.
d)

To report the bank reconciliation for January 2018 has been completed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the bank reconciliation for

January 2018.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 January 2018 was £289,412.68.
184
BINCOMBE PARKING 
17/18
To consider potential minor improvements to the parking arrangements at the Beechwood Drive entrance to Bincombe Beeches
The Clerk advised that an information gathering meeting was planned with the original owner of the land at Bincombe who was involved in the land swap agreement made with the Town Council.  Councillors agreed that this agenda item should be deferred, pending the outcome of the planned meeting.
185
FUTURE PROJECTS
17/18
To consider potential options for future projects
Cllr. Hodgson explained that the forthcoming Annual Meeting of Electors was a good opportunity to gather feedback from residents on the Town Council’s planned or potential future projects.  After discussion, it was agreed that the appropriate forum for reviewing potential future projects was as part of the review of the Vision Action Plan, scheduled for the June Policy & Resources meeting.  Nevertheless, it was agreed to seek feedback from residents at the forthcoming Annual Meeting of Electors on the Council’s current Vision Action Plan, by displaying the current plan and providing an opportunity for residents to make comments.
186
CREWKERNE IN BLOOM
17/18
To note the progress report from Inner Wheel and to consider the requests for support contained therein
Councillors reviewed the requests for support from Crewkerne Inner Wheel towards the proposed Crewkerne in Bloom project.  It was noted that the request for support in respect of providing a Treasurer had been withdrawn.  It was agreed that it would not be an issue for the Council’s public liability insurance to be extended to include volunteers.  

Regarding the request for Council grounds staff to undertake watering of hanging baskets, the Clerk pointed that the small grounds staff team were fully engaged during the summer months with existing maintenance work, so taking on the additional task of watering hanging baskets around the town could be problematic.  With this mind, Councillors were not in favour of taking on this additional work without understanding the cost implications.
187
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF ELECTORS
17/18
To receive the draft agenda
The draft agenda was noted.  Cllr. Sturtivant suggested that it would be helpful to give all grant funding recipients the opportunity to present to the meeting or provide material for presentation on display boards, summarising how their community group was using the funds received.  
188
PROGRAMME OF COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR 2018/19
17/18
To consider the draft programme of meetings

The draft Programme of Council and Committee Meetings for 2018/19 was APPROVED.

189
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES
17/18

a)
Planning and Highways Committee meetings held on 12 February 2018


Noted.


b)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 12 January 2018


Noted.
190
OUTSIDE BODY REPORTS
17/18
To receive reports for A Better Crewkerne & District, Twinning Association and Chubbs


Almshouses

Noted.
191
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
17/18
Cllr. Best reported that the long-awaited development of the former Miller’s Garage site into a car park had taken a major step forwards, as SSDC had now submitted a planning application.
192
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
17/18
Monday 26 March 2018 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc26Feb2018
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – CONTRACTUAL MATTER

Cllr. Hodgson left the meeting prior to the following agenda item, with chairmanship taken over by Cllr. Mrs Head.

193
CREWKERNE HERITAGE CENTRE
17/18
To consider whether, in principle, the Town Council would give consideration at some


future date to taking over of the management of the Heritage Centre building

Councillors noted that the question that had been put to Council was extremely vague and yet had potentially significant cost implications.  It was therefore agreed that Council should not offer any view until further detail had been received.
The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m.

Signed: ………………………                                         

Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc26Feb2018
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