
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber
on Monday 25 September 2017 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT
Cllrs. B. Hodgson (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, P. Bradly, Mrs R. Jackson,
Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.

In attendance:
Town Clerk Mr P. Davidson, 6 members of the public and 1 member of the press.

For agenda item 2 (Presentation from South Somerset Community Energy) only: Mr C. Adcock and Mr D. Rabone from South Somerset Community Energy Society (SSCES) and

Mr S. Barrett from Solarsense.
79
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
17/18
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs K Head (personal), R. Pailthorpe (personal) and Mrs A. Stuart (work commitments).
80
PRESENTATION FROM SOUTH SOMERSET COMMUNITY ENERGY 
17/18
SOCIETY
on the potential application of solar panels to the George Reynolds Centre and

Aqua Centre buildings

Mr Adcock of SSCES made a short presentation to Councillors on the background to the society and the potential application of solar panels to both the Aqua Centre and the George Reynolds Centre.  Following the presentation, Councillors asked a number of questions of clarification.  The Chairman thanked Mr Adcock and his colleagues for an interesting and informative presentation.  Going forwards, the Chairman proposed that the concept should be explored further, including engaging with CSYAL and CLM.  Councillors endorsed this approach.
81
OPEN FORUM

17/18
A trustee of the Henhayes Centre referred to the shortage of parking outside the Henhayes Centre, in particular on Mondays and Tuesdays, and the need to allow vulnerable adults to be dropped off and picked up at the centre.  The Chairman thanked the trustee for her comments and noted that this was an agenda item.
82
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
17/18

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meetings of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 24 July 2017, Monday 14 August 2017 and

Monday 11 September 2017 be APPROVED. 

83
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
17/18
on items on the agenda
Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant declared a personal interest in agenda items 10 (Request from the Henhayes Centre for parking), 12 (Rents and hire charges) and 21 (CLM request).
Cllrs. Best and Hodgson declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 (Rents and hire charges).

84
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

17/18
COUNCILLORS

County
County Cllr. Best reported that he was aiming to secure Small Improvement Schemes (SIS’s) for the Maiden Beech crossroads and for the junction at the head of Market Street, although both were in abeyance, pending confirmation from the Town Council of its support to the zebra crossing SIS for Hermitage Street. 

County Cllr. Best also reported that he was pursuing the pollarding of 16 trees at Severalls which were blocking light for residents’ houses.  He explained that he had been partially successful, although County Council budget constraints meant that only a small number of these trees could be pollarded during this financial year.

Cllr. Mrs Singleton requested that County Cllr. Best also consider initiating an SIS to improve the very poor state of the pavement on North Street.
Cllr. Miss Pritchard suggested that another area for improvement was the need for “kill your speed” signage on the Chard road.

District

Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported on the ongoing assessment of usage of the Community Offices.  She advised that footfall in all of the Community Offices had decreased.  The Ilminster office was the subject of particular focus because the entrance to the building was not disabled friendly.

85
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
17/18
To receive an update report

The Clerk reported that he had attended a meeting of Clerks from the larger towns of South Somerset, with Alex Parmley, the Chief Executive of South Somerset District Council (SSDC).  The Clerks had been briefed by Mr Parmley on the efforts being undertaken by SSDC to manage a very challenging budget, as well as progress on the Transformation programme.
86
FINANCE
17/18

a)
To approve the accounts for payment for August and September 2017 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the accounts for August and September 2017 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £45,108.45 + VAT for August 2017 and 

£38,671.05 + VAT for September 2017 were approved.
b)

To report the bank reconciliation for August 2017 has been completed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the bank reconciliation for

August 2017.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 August 2017 was £272,787.94.
c)
To note that the annual review of insurance cover has been undertaken
Noted.
87
ZEBRA CROSSING AT THE TOP OF HERMITAGE STREET
17/18
To consider whether the Council wishes to reaffirm its support to the Highways Small Improvement Scheme which consists of the addition of a zebra crossing on Hermitage Street adjacent to the mini roundabout
The Chairman thanked Cllr. Bradly for his paper on the subject.  After a short discussion, it was AGREED to reaffirm the Town Council’s full support to the zebra crossing SIS on Hermitage Street.
88
REQUEST FROM THE HENHAYES CENTRE FOR PARKING 
17/18
To consider further the request from the Henhayes Centre to allow short term parking on the Aqua Centre bus stop on Henhayes car park
Councillors noted the briefing material provided by the Deputy Clerk.  After discussion, it was AGREED to allow a 6 months trial of a parking permit system for the Henhayes Centre.
89
ELECTORAL REVIEW OF SOUTH SOMERSET & WARDING
17/18
ARRANGEMENTS

To consider whether the Council wishes to provide a response to the consultation
Cllr. Mrs Singleton put forward the view that the current arrangement, where Crewkerne was not warded, operated satisfactorily.  With three District Councillors sharing the workload, this allowed flexibility to cope with holidays or sickness, as well as providing choice for residents.  Cllr. Best endorsed this view and emphasised that the present system worked well.  On this basis, it was AGREED that the Clerk should respond to the Boundary Commission to express the Town Council’s view that Crewkerne should remain unwarded.
90
RENTS AND HIRE CHARGES 

17/18
To approve the recommendations of the September 2017 Amenities Committee meeting for the rents and hire charges for 2018/19
It was AGREED to ratify the rents and hire charges review for 2018/2019 as recommended by the Amenities Committee.
91
WEEKLY MARKET
17/18
To note that the weekly market “summer promotion” concludes at the end of September and to reconsider the question of the closure of Market Square
It was noted that the recent “summer promotion” had not resulted in any appreciable increase in the number of stallholders.  As the current scale of the market could be easily accommodated on the “ski slope” in front of the Town Hall, Councillors were minded to re-open Market Square on Wednesday’s.  Before making this decision, the Clerk was asked liaise with the bus companies and to clarify the position with respect to the original road closure agreement, and to bring this back to the November Planning and Highways Committee meeting for consideration.
92
BUS SERVICES
17/18
Cllr. Best to report on the recent changes to the bus service

Cllr. Best reported that the recent change to the bus timetables meant that, when travelling from Crewkerne to Bridport, the new timetable only allowed 12 minutes in the town before needing to catch the return bus, which was clearly totally impractical.  The Clerk was asked to write to the bus company, requesting that the company re-consider their timetabling options.
93
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES
17/18


a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 11 September 2017



Noted.


b)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 11 September 2017


Noted.
94
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES
17/18
for 18 November, 16 December and 20 January 2018.  Two Councillors required to undertake each session

Cllr. Mrs Allman declared that she would be unable to undertake the October surgery.  The Chairman therefore asked whether another Councillor was available to cover this surgery and Cllr. Bradly kindly volunteered to step into the breech.

18 November: Cllrs. Best and Hodgson


16 December: Cllrs. Mrs Jackson and Wakeman


20 January 2018: Cllrs. Miss Pritchard and Mrs Singleton
95
OUTSIDE BODIES
17/18
To receive a report for CSYAL


Noted.
96
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
17/18
· Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported that the Twinning Association’s AGM was due shortly.  After many years of tireless support, Cheryl Newman was stepping down as Chair of the Association and, regrettably, there was currently no successor.  Cllr. Mrs Singleton requested that Councillors take the opportunity when possible to canvas members of the public who might be interested in taking on the role of Chairman of the Association.
· Cllr. Bradly reported that he had recently undertaken his first Council surgery.  He recommended that the Council consider adopting an appointment system for the surgeries.  Cllr. Miss Pritchard pointed out that members of the public did already have the option to make an appointment.  Cllr. Best reminded Councillors that the requirements for the Quality Council award emphasised the importance of the Council actively engaging with members of the community and being available to listen to their concerns and issues.  He also pointed out that, as each Councillor undertook only two or three surgeries per year, this was not an unreasonable commitment of their time.
· Cllr. Bradly reported that, as the Outside Body representative for the Crewkerne Area Business Chamber, he had been attempting to engage with the Chamber but with little success, as the organisation was currently in a state of flux.  He had spoken to a number of local businessmen and would continue his efforts to strengthen the Council’s links to the Chamber.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. Bradly for his efforts to date.
97
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
17/18
Monday 23 October 2017 commencing at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc25Sept2017
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
98
APPROVAL OF OVERTIME PAYMENTS
17/18
To approve the overtime for the Cemetery Superintendent for his support to the Cemetery Open Day and for the groundsman who supported the CUDOS event in the Victoria Hall
It was AGREED to approve the following overtime payments:

Mr Peters: 1 hour for Sunday working in support of the Cemetery Open Day.

Mr Warren: 12 hours in support of his support given to the CUDOS event.

The Clerk was asked to pass on the Council’s thanks to these staff members for their support and commitment.
99
CREWKERNE LEISURE MANAGEMENT (CLM) REQUEST

17/18
To consider a request from CLM for the installation of a celebratory feature in the Aqua Centre
Cllr. Mrs Jackson outlined CLM’s proposal for the installation of a feature in the Aqua Centre, to mark the 20th anniversary of the opening of the centre.  It was not noted that this would be funded entirely by CLM.  After discussion, it was AGREED to approve CLM’s request for the installation of a celebratory feature in the Aqua Centre.
The meeting closed at 8.03 p.m.

Signed: ………………………                                         

Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc25Sept2017
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