
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 25 June 2018 at 6.51 p.m. 

PRESENT
Cllrs: R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), P. Bradly, B. Hodgson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton,
N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.
In attendance:
Town Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, 3 members of the public and one member of the press.
32
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
18/19



Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (personal), M. Best (personal), Mrs K. Head (personal), Mrs R. Jackson (personal) and Mrs A. Stuart (personal).
33
OPEN FORUM
18/19
· Promoting Crewkerne: a local businessman gave his view that retail trade in Crewkerne had declined sharply over recent years.  Despite this, he believed that the town had a “unique selling point” (USP), as a centre for businesses specialising in antiques, vintage and retro.  He proposed that the town should capitalise on this USP through the use of brown tourism signs on prominent highways such as the A303.  He gave the example of the town of Ottery St. Mary, where a number of brown tourism signs had been positioned on highways to “signpost” the town.  There was clearly a significant cost involved in the placement of brown tourism signs, but this needed to be seen as an investment in Crewkerne’s future by positively promoting the town.
Councillors agreed that this proposal should be brought to a subsequent Council meeting as an agenda item.
· Radio Ninesprings: the director of the fledgling community radio station “Radio Ninesprings” gave Councillors an outline of the station.  He explained that this was a community radio station and not commercial, with the aim of promoting South Somerset.  Set-up costs for the station amounted to £41,000, of which £26,000 had already been raised.  The transmitter power was such as to provide 80 to 85% coverage over South Somerset.  The Clerk added that, during a recent test transmission, he had tuned his car radio into Ninesprings on the drive from Crewkerne to Ilminster.  Reception at the Abbey Street car park had been good but became patchy as the Clerk drove along Market Street.  Reception improved again as soon as the Clerk turned right onto the Chard road and in fact remained good as far as Ilminster.
Councillors noted that the Ninesprings grant application had previously been refused but with the proviso that the application would be reconsidered if it could be demonstrated that radio reception in the Crewkerne area was acceptable.  Given the findings of the test transmission, it was agreed to bring the application back to a Council meeting for further consideration.
Two members of the public left the meeting at this point.
34
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES 
18/19
of the previous Town Council meetings on 23 April 2018
It was AGREED that the Minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting on
Monday 21 May 2018 and the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting on 11 June 2018 be APPROVED.

35
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
18/19
on items on the agenda 
None.
36
TO RECEIVE VERBAL REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

18/19
COUNCILLORS

County
The Clerk reported that he had received an update from County Cllr. Best regarding the Small Improvement Scheme (SIS) for the pedestrian crossing near the junction of Middle Path with Lyme Road.  The start date for the construction work had now been provisionally set as
30 July 2018.
District
Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported on the following matters:

· Millers Garage planning application: this had been deferred at the recent Area West Committee meeting, to allow time for the Town Council to engage with the planner and engineer involved in the scheme, to ensure that the Town Council’s concerns had been addressed.
· North Street planning application for the erection of 42 dwellings: the appeal against the refusal by SSDC of this application had been granted. 
37
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
18/19
To receive a report
The Clerk reported that an initial meeting had been held in May with SSDC regarding their future requirements for use of office space on the ground floor of the Town Hall.  A follow-up meeting was planned for 19 July, where SSDC were expected to table detail of their requirements for office space and associated facilities within the Town Hall.
38
FINANCE
18/19

a)
To approve the accounts for payment for June 2018 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Wakeman had verified the accounts for June 2018
in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £33,010.16 + VAT were APPROVED.

b)

To report the bank reconciliation for May 2018 has been completed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Wakeman had verified the bank reconciliation for May 2018.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 May 2018 was £365,093.90. 

39
WEEKEND OVERTIME
18/19
To consider the request from the Deputy Clerk that the 11 hours worked by her on the day of 


the Henhayes Fete be paid as overtime rather than time in lieu

It was AGREED to approve the request from the Deputy Clerk that the 11 hours worked by her on the day of the Henhayes Fete be paid as overtime rather than time in lieu.  
Councillors thanked the Deputy Clerk for her hard work in organising and managing the fete.
40
SEVERALLS TENNIS COURTS WORKING GROUP
18/19
To receive a report from Cllr. Bradly and to consider the recommendations contained


therein

The Chairman thanked Cllr. Bradly for his working group report.
Cllr. Hodgson expressed the view that a key point was the cost of remedial work on the surface of the court to ensure that it was safe to play on.  The Clerk responded by pointing out that
Cllr. Bradly’s suggestion of pressure washing the surface, whilst minimal cost, ran a high risk of further breaking up the surface of the court.  The Operations Manager had previously obtained advice from specialist contractors, who had recommended a long term solution of fully resurfacing the courts, at a cost which would be in the region of £20,000.  Alternatively, a lower cost option would be to paint the surface of the courts with an appropriate coating, at a cost in the region of £5,000.
It was agreed that it would be sensible to register the Severalls tennis courts with the Lawn Tennis Association.

Cllr. Mrs Singleton emphasised that the working group should engage with the SSDC Sports Development officer, to ensure a coordinated approach.
41
REQUEST FOR A READING VENUE IN THE TOWN HALL  
18/19
To consider the request from the charity Read Easy Bridport for the use of a room in the

Hall as a reading venue

Councillors agreed that the small interview room represented a suitable venue for the Read Easy charity to undertake reading support work.  After discussion, it was AGREED to approve the request from Read Easy for the use of a room in the Town Hall.  The Clerk was also asked to enquire whether the Read Easy group had made a request to Crewkerne library for a suitable reading support venue.
42
WADHAM SCHOOL COMMUNITY EVENT
18/19
To consider the request from Wadham School for the use of Bincombe Beeches in support


of a community event
After discussion, it was AGREED to support the request from Wadham School for the use of Bincombe Beeches in support of a community event.  Cllr. Miss Pritchard noted that the next Bincombe Management Committee meeting was scheduled for 3 July so the Wadham event could be discussed at that meeting.
43
CHAIRMAN’S AWARD
18/19
To consider possible nominations for the Somerset County Council (SCC) “Chairman’s Award



for Service to the Community 2018”

The Chairman asked Councillors to give consideration to possible nominations for the SCC Chairman’s Award for Service to the Community, with a view to a discussion at the July Full Council meeting.
44
JUNIOR PROJECT
18/19
To consider supporting a small project initiative put forward by a group of children

After discussion, it was AGREED to support the small project initiative put forward by a group of local children.
45
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES
18/19



a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 11 June 2018



Noted.



b)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 11 June 2018



Noted.


c)
Crewkerne and West Crewkerne Joint Burial Committee meeting held on 5 June 2018



Noted.

46
OUTSIDE BODIES
18/19
To receive reports for Birds Almshouses and Crewkerne Action for the Disabled


The reports were noted.

47
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
18/19
None.
48
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
18/19
Monday 30 July 2018 commencing at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                              
tc25Jun2018
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – STAFFING AND CONTRACTUAL MATTERS

49
STAFFING COMMITTEE
18/19
To receive the minutes of the Staffing Committee held on 21 May 2018 and to consider



the recommendations contained therein

Minutes received.  After discussion, it was AGREED to support the recommendations contained within the minutes.
50
YOUTH SERVICE
18/19
To consider future options for a youth service

Councillors debated future provision for a youth service.  It was agreed that further consideration would be given to this subject at the July Town Council meeting.
The meeting closed at 7.47 p.m. 

Signed: ………………………                                         

Dated: ……………………….                                              
tc25Jun2018
TC -1-

