
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber
on Monday 23 October 2017 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT
Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman, P. Bradly, R. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Stuart,

Mrs A. Singleton, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.

In attendance:
Town Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, 4 members of the public and 1 member of the press.

It was AGREED that Cllr. Pailthorpe would chair the meeting in the absence of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.
106
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
17/18
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. M. Best (civic event), Mrs K. Head (civic event), B. Hodgson (personal) and Mrs R. Jackson (personal).
107
OPEN FORUM

17/18
A member of the public reported continuing problems with flooding of his property on East Street during times of heavy rain.  Despite continued pressure on Highways, little progress had been made in resolving the issues with the blocked drains.  Councillors agreed that this was a totally unsatisfactory situation and asked the Clerk to write to Highways, stressing the urgent need for the drainage problem on East Street to be properly investigated and a solution found.
108
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
17/18

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meetings of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 25 September 2017 and Monday 9 October 2017 be APPROVED. 

109
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
17/18
on items on the agenda
Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared a personal interest in agenda item 9 - relocation of town centre bus stop (member of ABCD).
110
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

17/18
COUNCILLORS

County: Not present.
District

Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported that a review of the Local Plan was about to begin, the first stage of which was the release of an issues and options consultation paper.  The consultation period would run from 26 October to 11 January 2018 and there would also be an opportunity for Crewkerne residents to attend a drop-in session at the Henhayes Centre on Wednesday 13 December from 4.30 to 7.00 pm. 

111
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
17/18
To receive an update report

The Clerk reported that some members of the public who had attended council meetings, had complained that it was difficult to hear over the noise of the projector, the Chairman and those Councillors at the far end of the table.  The Chairman advised that the purchase of a PA and recording system had been investigated some years ago.  At that time the costs had been prohibitively high, although costs for such equipment would no doubt be much reduced now.  
Cllr. Bradly asked whether there was a legal requirement for a hearing loop system to be installed within the council chamber.  Cllr. Mrs Stuart responded that there was no legal requirement for such a system.

Councillors agreed that, in the first instance, the focus should be on re-arranging the layout of chairs, so that the Chairman and Clerk were positioned more centrally.

112
FINANCE
17/18

a)
To approve the accounts for payment for October 2017 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Wakeman had verified the accounts for October 2017 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £69,980.62 + VAT for October 2017 were approved.
b)

To report the bank reconciliation for September 2017 has been completed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Wakeman had verified the bank reconciliation for

September 2017.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 30 September 2017 was £464,186.26
c)
To note that the external audit has been completed with no matters of concern raised
Noted.
d)
To receive the second quarter income and expenditure financial report

The report was noted.
113
CLOSURE OF MARKET SQUARE FOR THE WEEKLY MARKET
17/18
To consider whether the road should continue to be closed on Wednesdays for the weekly market
Given the continued low attendance of stall holders to the weekly market, it was AGREED that Market Square should be re-opened on Wednesdays, with a review of the situation after six months.
114
RELOCATION OF THE TOWN CENTRE BUS STOP
17/18
To consider further the ABCD proposal to relocate the town centre bus stop
Councillors considered the notes circulated by the Deputy Clerk of the recent meeting held with Inspector Coombe of Avon & Somerset Police regarding the ABCD proposal to relocate the bus stop to Market Street.  It was noted that Inspector Coombe was not in favour of relocating the bus stop to Market Street, primarily because this was likely to exacerbate the traffic issues already faced there.  Cllr. Wakeman gave the view that the Council needed to attach a strong importance to the views of Inspector Coombe.  Cllr. Bradly also supported Inspector Coombe’s view, adding that he considered that Market Street was already a “choke point” for traffic.
Cllr. Mrs Singleton made the point that the proposal to relocate the bus stop was primarily to improve the convenience of bus users.
It was AGREED that further consideration of the proposal to relocate the bus stop to Market Street would be deferred for six months or until the results of the safety audit of the South Street junction were published.
115
NEWSLETTER
17/18
To approve the draft November newsletter
It was AGREED to approve the November draft newsletter.

116
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES
17/18


a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 9 October 2017


Noted.


b)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 9 October 2017


Noted.
117
OUTSIDE BODIES
17/18
To receive a report for Birds Almshouses and Crewkerne Voluntary Transport
Noted.

118
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
17/18
Cllr. Bradly reported that both he and the Deputy Clerk had attended a seminar held by the Lawn Tennis Association, which had highlighted that grant funding was potentially available.  It was noted that the subject of Severalls tennis courts would be addressed at the next Amenities Committee meeting.

Cllr. Mrs Singleton was pleased to report that an interim Chairman had been appointed for the Crewkerne Twinning Association.
119
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
17/18
Monday 27 November 2017 commencing at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc23Oct2017
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
120
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
17/18
To note that the contractor selected to undertake the installation of the Christmas lights has declined the job.  To consider approval of an alternative contractor. 
The Clerk reported that the contractor chosen to carry out the installation of the Christmas lights had declined to undertake the work.  Councillors expressed concern that the Christmas Lighting Up event was fast approaching and there was therefore an urgent need to appoint an alternative contractor.

The Clerk reminded Councillors of the three quotations previously tabled at the September 2017 Amenities Committee meeting.

After discussion, it was AGREED to approve Knight Electrical to undertake the installation and de-rigging of the Christmas lights together with support to the lighting up event, in accordance with their quotation and at the quoted cost of £5,270 (+ VAT).
The meeting closed at 7.24 p.m.

Signed: ………………………                                         

Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc23Oct2017
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