
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the ANNUAL CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 21 May 2018 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT
Outgoing Mayor: Cllr. B Hodgson
Councillors: M. Best, P. Bradly, Mrs K. Head, Mrs R. Jackson, P. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.
In attendance: the Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Admin Officer Mrs J. Cowie and 2 members of the public.
1

ELECTION OF MAYOR and Declaration of Acceptance of Office for signature
18/19

Cllr. Hodgson expressed his thanks to his fellow Councillors, the Officers and the public for their support during his past year as Mayor and added that it had been a privilege serving the Council and the town.  He then nominated Cllr. Mrs Kathy Head to serve as Mayor.
It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Mrs Kathy Head be nominated to serve as Mayor 
and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.
Cllr. Mrs Head said she would be pleased to serve as Mayor for the new Council year and signed the declaration of acceptance, which was also signed by the Clerk.
Cllr. Mrs Singleton thanked Cllr. Hodgson for his sterling work as Mayor throughout the year.
2

ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR
18/19
It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Pailthorpe serve as Deputy Mayor.  It was also proposed and seconded that Cllr. Miss Pritchard serve as Deputy Mayor.  A ballot vote was taken, with the result that Cllr. Pailthorpe received 8 votes and Cllr. Miss Pritchard 3 votes.  Cllr. Pailthorpe was duly elected to serve as Deputy Mayor for the new Council Year.  Cllr. Pailthorpe accepted the Office.

3
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
18/19
 
Cllr. Mrs Allman was regrettably unable to enter the Town Hall building because of access difficulties due to the temporary scaffolding in place.  Cllr. Mrs Allman was therefore unable to attend the meeting.
4

TO ELECT THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN OF PLANNING AND 

18/19
HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE
Chairman
Prior to the commencement of this agenda item, Cllr. Bradly expressed his concern about adherence to the Council’s Code of Conduct, particularly in relation to disclosable pecuniary interests.  After a short discussion, it was agreed that Cllr. Bradly’s concerns should be brought to the forthcoming Policy & Resources Committee meeting as a specific agenda item.
It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Pailthorpe be nominated to serve as

Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee for the new Council Year and,

there being no other nomination, the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.
Cllr. Pailthorpe duly accepted the Office of Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee for the new Council year.
Vice-Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Miss Pritchard be nominated to serve as Vice-Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee for the new Council Year.  Cllr. Miss Pritchard responded by saying that she did not wish to stand as Vice-Chairman. 
It was then proposed and seconded that Cllr. Best be nominated to serve as

Vice-Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee for the new Council Year.

There being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.
Cllr. Best duly accepted the Office of Vice-Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee for the new Council year.
5

TO ELECT THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN OF AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

18/19

Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Mrs Jackson be nominated to serve as Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the new Council Year.  It was also proposed that Cllr. Bradly be nominated to serve as Chairman of the Amenities Committee.  However, this proposal was not seconded.
There being no other nominations, the proposal that Cllr. Mrs Jackson be Chairman of the Amenities Committee was CARRIED.
Cllr. Mrs Jackson duly accepted the Office of Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the new Council year.

Vice-Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Wakeman be nominated to serve as Vice-Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the new Council Year and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.

Cllr. Wakeman duly accepted the Office of Vice-Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the new Council Year.
6

TO ELECT THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN OF POLICY AND

18/19
RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Chairman

It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Sturtivant serve as Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for the new Council year.  There being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously. 

Cllr. Sturtivant duly accepted the Office of Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for the new Council year.
Vice-Chairman

It was proposed that Cllr. Miss Pritchard be nominated to serve as Vice-Chairman of the Policy and resources Committee.  Cllr. Miss Pritchard responded by stating that she declined this nomination.

It was then proposed and seconded that Cllr. Hodgson be nominated to serve as 
Vice-Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for the new Council Year and there being no other nomination the proposal was CARRIED unanimously.

Cllr. Hodgson duly accepted the Office of Vice-Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for the new Council Year.
7

TO APPOINT THE FIVE JOINT BURIAL BOARD COMMITTEE MEMBERS
18/19
It was AGREED that Cllrs. Mrs Allman, Best, Pailthorpe, Mrs Stuart and Wakeman be elected to serve on the Joint Burial Committee.
The Clerk was asked to confirm with Cllr. Mrs Allman that she wished to remain as a member of the Joint Burial Committee.
8

TO APPOINT COUNCILLORS TO THE SUB-COMMITTEES: 

18/19

i) Bi-monthly Aqua Centre Sub-Committee

It was AGREED that Cllrs. Hodgson and Pailthorpe be elected to serve on the Aqua Centre Sub Committee.

ii) Bi-monthly George Reynolds Centre Sub-Committee


It was AGREED that Cllrs. Best, Bradly and Wakeman be elected to serve on the George Reynolds Centre Committee.
iii)
Bincombe Management Sub-Committee

It was AGREED that Cllr. Miss Pritchard be elected to serve as Chairman on the

Bincombe Management Sub-Committee.

It was also AGREED that Cllr. Pailthorpe be elected to serve on the Bincombe 


Management Sub-Committee.
iv)
Newsletter editorial working group
It was AGREED that this working group was no longer required.

v)
Crewkerne Youth Service Steering Group


It was AGREED that Cllr. Pailthorpe be elected to serve as Chairman on the

Crewkerne Youth Service Steering Group.

It was also AGREED that Cllr. Mrs Jackson be elected to serve as another nominated Councillor on the Crewkerne Youth Service Steering Group.

vi)
Market Steering Group

It was AGREED that Cllrs. Mrs Allman, Best and Wakeman be elected to serve on

the Market Steering Group.
The Clerk was asked to confirm with Cllr. Mrs Allman that she wished to remain as a member of the Market Steering Group.
vii)
Henhayes Playground Project Steering Group

It was AGREED that Cllr. Mrs Jackson, as Chairman of the Amenities

Committee, be elected to serve on the Henhayes Playground Project Steering

Group.

It was also AGREED that Cllrs. Best and Bradly be elected to serve on the

Henhayes Playground Project Steering Group.
viii)
Local Transport Plan Steering Group


It was AGREED that Cllrs. Pailthorpe and Sturtivant be elected to serve on the

Local Transport Plan Steering Group.
ix)
Staffing Committee

It was AGREED that Cllr. Mrs Head as Mayor, with Cllrs. Mrs Jackson and

Sturtivant be elected to serve on the Staffing Committee.


It was also AGREED that Cllrs. Hodgson and Pailthorpe (as Deputy Mayor)


be elected as reserves for the Staffing Committee.
x)
Grievance, Capability and Disciplinary Committee

It was AGREED that Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Pailthorpe (as Deputy Mayor), 


Mrs Singleton, Mrs Stuart and Wakeman be elected to serve on the

Grievance, Capability and Disciplinary Committee.

xi)
Appeals Committee

It was AGREED that Cllrs. Mrs Allman, Bradly, Mrs Head (as Mayor), Hodgson, 

Miss Pritchard and Sturtivant be elected to serve on the Appeals Committee. 

9
TO RE-APPOINT THE BANKING SIGNATORIES FOR PAYMENTS 

18/19

It was AGREED that Cllrs. Best, Hodgson, Mrs Jackson, Pailthorpe, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant continue as banking signatories and that Cllr. Mrs Head (as Mayor) would also be appointed. 
10
TO APPOINT COUNCILLORS TO CHECK THE INVOICES AND
18/19
RECONCILIATIONS EACH MONTH PRIOR TO THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
It was AGREED that Cllrs. Pailthorpe, Mrs Singleton and Wakeman be appointed to take turns to check the invoices each month prior to the Town Council meetings.
11
TO APPOINT THE REPRESENTATIVES ON THE VARIOUS OUTSIDE BODIES

18/19

The following appointments were AGREED:-
· ABCD


  (Executive Committee Representative) Cllr. Mrs Jackson
· Birds Almshouses





Cllr. Mrs Jackson

· Chubbs Almshouses





Cllr. Hodgson









Cllr. Mrs Stuart

· Crewkerne Action for the Disabled 



Cllr. Mrs Head
· Crewkerne Area Business Chamber



Cllr. Bradly
· Crewkerne Christmas Committee



Cllr. Mrs Allman









Cllr. Mrs Singleton









Cllr. Wakeman
The Clerk was asked to confirm with Cllr. Mrs Allman that she wished to continue as a representative of the Crewkerne Christmas Committee.
· Crewkerne Community Office Management Board

Cllr. Mrs Allman
The Clerk was asked to confirm with Cllr. Mrs Allman that she wished to continue as a representative of the Crewkerne Community Office Management Board.
· Crewkerne Leisure Management Committee


Cllr. Best
· Crewkerne Local Information Centre



Cllr. Mrs Singleton
· Crewkerne Sports & Youth Activities Ltd (CSYAL)

Cllr. Wakeman
· Crewkerne Voluntary Transport Committee


Cllr. Mrs Jackson
· Dementia Friendly Community




Cllr. Mrs Head
· Henhayes Community Centre




Cllr. Bradly
· Heritage Centre






Cllr. Pailthorpe

· League of Friends of Crewkerne Hospital


Cllr. Mrs Head

· South Somerset Market Towns Investment Group (MTIG)
Cllr. Best







· Twinning Association





Cllr. Mrs Singleton 
· Parish Paths Liaison: the Clerk was asked to investigate whether there still existed a requirement for the Council to appoint a liaison focal point.
12
OPEN FORUM
18/19

The applicant of planning application 18/01062/FUL referred to a recent site meeting that had been held with the Planning Authority Case Officer and several Town Councillors, which had been useful in helping to clarify details of the application.
13
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES 
18/19
of the previous Town Council meeting on 23 April 2018
It was AGREED that the Minutes of the previous Town Council meeting on
Monday 23 April 2018 be APPROVED.

14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
18/19
on items on the agenda 
Cllr. Best declared a prejudicial interest in item 17 (planning application 18/00754/FUL).

Cllrs. Wakeman declared a personal interest in item 17 (planning application 18/01062/FUL).
Cllr. Pailthorpe declared a prejudicial interest in item 17 (planning application 18/01062/FUL).

Cllr. Miss Pritchard declared a personal interest in item 17 (planning applications 18/00754/FUL and 18/01062/FUL).
Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared a prejudicial interest in item 17 (planning application 18/00754/FUL) and a personal interest in item 17 (planning application 18/01062/FUL).
Cllr. Mrs Stuart declared a personal interest in item 17 (planning application 18/00754/FUL).
Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant all declared a personal interest in agenda item 20 (parking arrangements).

Cllr. Mrs Jackson declared a personal interest in item 21 (Crewkerne Station event).

15
TO RECEIVE VERBAL REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

18/19
COUNCILLORS

County
Cllr. Best reported on the following matters:

· The outcome of the current Small Improvement Scheme (SIS) proposals would be known within the next two weeks.  This would therefore bring clarification of the status of the SIS for the Market Street/South Street junction.
· The Somerset Libraries Consultation would be ending in June and he encouraged Councillors to put their returns in.

· The recent announcement from SCC of a proposal for the formation of a unitary authority had been driven by financial considerations.  This proposal would require detailed discussions with the district councils and would not be a short term process of change.
District
Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported on the following matters:

· The Transformation Programme continued to progress, with internal organisational changes due to come into effect in January 2019.

· Cllr. Best had been elected as Vice-Chairman and there was a new Chairman of the Council.
· In line with SSDC’s strategy of an increased focus on income generation, the Council was making a significant investment in battery storage for solar energy.  This particular investment offered a good return.
16
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
18/19
To receive a report


There was nothing to report.

17
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
18/19
To consider the following application requiring observations before the next Planning and 


Highways Committee meeting



Cllrs. Best and Mrs Singleton left the room for the following planning application

18/00754/FUL: Millers Garage, 22A East Street, Crewkerne.  Demolition of existing buildings and the change of use of site to a tarmac “pay and display” car park for 60 vehicles to include lighting columns.

Prior to leaving the room, Cllr. Best offered the following information regarding this application, based upon a discussion that he had had with the SSDC design representative:
· Crocodile teeth were proposed at the East Street entrance.

· A barrier system had been ruled out, because the Millers Garage car park would be connected to the Henhayes car park, which would result in different ticketing systems between the two connected car parks.

Councillors discussed the application and it was AGREED that the following concerns would be the highlighted to the Planning authority:

· Councillors remain very concerned that insufficient consideration has been given to ensuring that the car park does not become a short cut to South Street.

· SSDC should consider utilising “no through road” signage combined with cameras, to deter use of the car park as a short cut.

· Concern over noise generated by the crocodile teeth.

· Further detail required of the lighting, in particular the light shrouding arrangements.

· Concern that the low height of the wall between the car park and Wyvern Court would not be high enough to prevent people from sitting on it
Cllrs. Best and Mrs Singleton re-joined the meeting.
Cllr. Pailthorpe left the room for the following planning application.

18/01062/FUL: 3 Bincombe Lane, Crewkerne.  Conversion of warehouse to dwelling, demolish single storey extension and erection of single storey accommodation with parking, electric car charging point and store.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL
18
FINANCE
18/19

a)
To approve the accounts for payment for May 2018 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Pailthorpe had verified the accounts for May 2018
in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £49,871.53 + VAT were APPROVED.

b)

To report the bank reconciliation for April 2018 has been completed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Pailthorpe had verified the bank reconciliation for April 2018.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 30 April 2018 was £390,306.91. 

c)
Internal audit: receive the second report from the Internal Auditor
The report was noted.  The Clerk added that a recent change in the accounting Practitioner’s Guide meant that the accounts for the Joint Burial Committee would in future need to be fully consolidated with those of the Town Council.

d)
To formally approve the internally audited accounts for 2017/18

It was AGREED that the internally audited accounts for 2017/18 be formally approved.

e)
To approve the Annual Return year ending 31 March 2018
i. Section 1: to approve the Annual Governance Statement

The Annual Governance Statement was APPROVED.

ii. Section 2: to approve the Accounting Statement

The Accounting Statement was APPROVED.
iii. To receive the Internal Auditor’s audit report
The report was noted.
iv. To authorise the signatures of the Mayor and Clerk
It was AGREED to authorise the signatures of the Mayor and Clerk and the form was duly signed.

19
GRANT APPLICATION
18/19
To consider the grant application received from Radio Ninesprings
The Town Council had received a grant application from Radio Ninesprings, a local community radio station for Yeovil and South Somerset.
Cllr. Mrs Singleton advised Councillors that Radio Ninesprings had also requested a grant from SSDC, who had referred the grant onto Area South because the transmitter was focussed around Yeovil.

Councillors discussed the grant application and it was considered that, as the range of broadcast signal would be unlikely to be strong enough to reach Crewkerne, there would be no benefit to the people of Crewkerne.  On this basis, it was AGREED to refuse the grant application from Radio Ninesprings.

Councillors agreed that, if Radio Ninesprings could provide positive evidence that the signal strength in Crewkerne was likely to be reasonable, then the Council would re-consider the grant application.
Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant left the room for the following agenda item.
20
TO REVIEW THE PARKING ARRANGEMENT ALLOWING THE HENHAYES 

18/19
CENTRE TO USE THE AQUA CENTRE BUS STOP
Prior to leaving the room, Cllr. Sturtivant advised that CLM had yet to approach the users of the Aqua Centre to get feedback on the new parking arrangements.

In the light of Cllr. Sturtivant’s statement, it was agreed to defer this agenda item, pending feedback from CLM.

21
CREWKERNE STATION EVENT  
18/19
To consider the request from Friends of Crewkerne Station regarding an event to celebrate
the 70th anniversary of the naming of a locomotive as “Crewkerne”
The request from Friends of Crewkerne Station was considered and Councillors were fully supportive of the proposed event.  The Clerk was accordingly asked to send a letter of support to South Western Railway.
22
DIGITAL HIGH STREET
18/19
To consider the Council’s role in supporting the “Digital High Street” initiative from South 

Somerset District Council (SSDC)
As part of SSDC’s Market Town Investment Group (MTIG) initiative, they would be looking to offer businesses free digital training that would be held in various venues across the district.  In order to keep the training event free to those attending, Cllr. Mrs Singleton asked if it would be possible to offer the Victoria Hall as a training venue as a free-of-charge hire.
The Clerk reported that he had received clarification that the wi-fi in the Victoria Hall would not currently be able to cope with such an event, although this could easily be resolved through the addition of a booster.
After further discussion, it was AGREED to offer the Council Chamber for smaller groups and the Victoria Hall along with its kitchen facilities as a free venue to host digital training for local businesses.

23
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES
18/19



a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 14 May 2018



Noted.



b)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 14 May 2018



Noted.


c)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 14 May 2018




Noted.

24
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
18/19
To agree the content of the draft June newsletter
It was AGREED to approve the draft June newsletter subject to the minor amendments discussed at the meeting.
25
OUTSIDE BODIES
18/19
To receive a report for Chubbs Alms Houses



The report was noted.

26
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
18/19
None.
27
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
18/19
Monday 25 June 2018 commencing at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m. 
Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                              
tc21May2018
TC -1-

