
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber
on Monday 18 December 2017 at 7p.m. 

PRESENT
Cllrs. B. Hodgson (Chairman), M. Best, P. Bradly, Mrs R. Jackson, R. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.

In attendance:
Deputy Clerk Ms L Gowers, Administration Officer Mrs J. Cowie and 1 member of the public.
140
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
17/18
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (personal), 
Mrs K. Head (personal) and Mrs A. Stuart (personal).
141
OPEN FORUM

17/18
No one wished to speak.
142
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
17/18

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 27 November 2017 be APPROVED. 

143
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
17/18
on items on the agenda
Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 – the George Reynolds Centre loading/unloading area (Director of CSYAL).
144
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT

17/18
COUNCILLORS

County

Cllr. Best reported that:

· The Small Improvement Schemes for the extension of the 30mph zone at Maiden Beech Cross roads and reduction of speed between Roundham and Crewkerne on the A30 would go to the panel in January for review.  
· Following a request by a resident, the leader of Somerset County Council had been made aware of the problems with blocked gullies in Crewkerne.  He had promised to investigate and respond.
District

· Cllr. Best advised that the planning application 17/03271/FUL, demolition of existing building and erection of replacement dwelling house at Church Path, would go to the Area West meeting in January for consideration.
145
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT 
17/18
To receive an update report

The Deputy Clerk reported that there had been several instances of graffiti being sprayed around the town recently.  The skatepark had been targeted, along with the Aqua Centre and church.  Each incident had been reported to the police, who were investigating.
146
FINANCE
17/18

a)
To approve the accounts for payment for December 2017 as listed
The Deputy Clerk reported that Cllr. Pailthorpe had verified the accounts for December 2017 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £33,550.65 + VAT for December 2017 were approved.
b)

To report the bank reconciliation for November 2017 has been completed
The Deputy Clerk reported that Cllr. Pailthorpe had verified the bank reconciliation for November 2017.  It was noted that cash in hand as of

30 November 2017 was £372,789.45.
c) 
To receive the internal audit interim report from the Internal Auditor.

The report was noted.
Councillors congratulated the Town Clerk and the Finance Officer for their work.
147
TOWN HALL REMEDIAL WORKS
17/18
To consider the quotations received for the remedial works to the exterior west face of the Town Hall building
It was noted that the specialist nature of the remedial works had meant that it had only been possible to obtain two quotations.  It was therefore AGREED on this occasion to waive the requirements of the Financial Regulations for three quotations.

After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise Luke Grafton Stonemason Ltd to undertake the remedial works to the exterior west face of the Town Hall in accordance with their quotation and at the quoted cost of £27,536 (plus VAT).
148
SOUTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN ISSUES AND 
17/18
OPTIONS CONSULTATION


To consider a Town Council response to the consultation
The Chairman reported that a small working group had convened and had drafted a response which had been circulated to Councillors.  Cllr. Miss Pritchard requested that Bincombe Beeches should be mentioned in the consultation as an important enhancement and asset to the town.
After discussion it was AGREED that the draft should be submitted with the addition of a sentence regarding the importance of Bincombe Beeches to the town.

149
UPDATED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
17/18
For approval
After discussion, it was AGREED to approve the updated financial regulations.



Cllr. Mrs Singleton left the room for the following item: 

150
GEORGE REYNOLDS CENTRE LOADING/UNLOADING AREA
17/18
To consider a proposal to allocate space in the Henhayes car park for use by CSYAL as 

a loading/unloading area
The Manager of the George Reynolds Centre had approached Council and requested a loading/unloading bay for their use.  Councillors were supportive in principal but concerned about the policing of a new loading/unloading bay in an already busy car park.  
After discussion it was AGREED to support the request on condition that CSYAL fund the marking out of the area and police the use of the bay.  
151
NEWSLETTER 
17/18
To consider options for printing and delivery of the February newsletter
As the normal contractor was unable to deliver the February 2018 newsletter, it was AGREED to use Royal Mail as a one off experiment.   

As Royal Mail would deliver to outlying villages as standard, it was AGREED that neighbouring Parish Councils should be contacted to advise them that the Crewkerne Town Council newsletter would be delivered in their area.
152
STAFF OVERTIME
17/18
To authorise the payment of staff overtime in support of the Lighting Up event and the

Christmas market
It was discussed and AGREED to approve the salary overtime for the grounds staff for support to the Lighting Up and Christmas Market events.
153
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
17/18
Cllr. Wakeman noted that the Nat West Bank was closing in summer 2017 and requested that the Deputy Clerk contact them to ask if their mobile unit could attend the market on Wednesday mornings.
Cllr. Bradly updated Councillors regarding the use of tennis courts in Crewkerne.

A small working group would convene and Cllr. Bradly would draft the Terms of Reference and circulate.  A meeting with Wadham School was scheduled for 
Tuesday 20 December.

Cllr. Bradly raised his concern that the Crewkerne Business Chamber had closed.
Cllr. Mrs Singleton confirmed that there had been a meeting with ABCD and several traders to consider the options.

154
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
17/18
Monday 29 January 2018 in the Council Chamber.
The meeting closed at 7.41 p.m.

Signed: ………………………                                         
Dated: ……………………….                                                
tc18Dec2017
TC -4-

