
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber on Monday 14 August 2017 at 6.45 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllrs. D. Wakeman. (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, B. Hodgson, Mrs K. Head, 
Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Stuart and N. Sturtivant.
In attendance: 
The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, 1 member of the press and
6 members of the public.
21
APOLOGIES

17/18


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs P. Bradly (personal), R. Pailthorpe (personal), and Mrs A. Singleton (personal)
22
OPEN FORUM
17/18  


A member of the public and local business owner spoke about the continuing problem with surface water along East Street after heavy rain, which had resulted in his property being flooded on 4 separate occasions.  He had spoken to Somerset County Highways who had advised that the drains were cleared in line with County policy.  It was clear, however, that the drains were full of silt.  A Highways Inspector had visited the site but, to date, no action had been taken to clear the drains.
A second member of the public agreed with the comments above and added that he had spoken with Somerset County Highways who had confirmed that a jetting crew and camera would be sent to investigate the drains on East Street.  It was suggested that Highways were given a list of drains in the town that were not operating effectively.
23
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
 17/18



It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning and Highways

Committee held on Monday 10 July 2017 be APPROVED.
24
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

17/18




None

25
TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S UPDATE REPORT
   17/18


The Deputy Clerk notified the Council that:
· A road closure for Tower Hill Road would be in place from 29 August for 10 days.

· Details of the road closures, parking restrictions and diversions had been received for the St Bartholomew’s Street Fair taking place on Friday 1 and Saturday 2 September.

· A report had been received from Somerset County Council regarding an application to upgrade 2 footpaths to restricted byways.  The report recommended refusal but the consultation was open until Tuesday 29 August.  Councillors requested that the Deputy Clerk forward electronic copies of the report to them.
· An email had been received from Somerset County Council regarding the Small Improvement Scheme (SIS) which would introduce a zebra crossing at the top of Hermitage Street.  The Town Council had been asked to re-affirm its support to this SIS.  Councillors agreed that this should be brought back to Council as an agenda item.
26
TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS
   17/18
17/02922/FUL
Erection of balcony to first floor of North East elevation


Haunted House, Hinton Hill, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 7TP


RECOMMEND APPROVAL

To Note: 

17/02739/PDE
Proposed rear extension (i) the projection of the extension beyond the rear wall is 3.9m (ii) the maximum height of the extension is 3.96m (iii) the height of the eaves of the extension is 2.9m


5 Ashland Court, North Street, Crewkerne,

Somerset  TA18 7AP


NOTED

To Note:

17/03059/FUL
Demolish Oven 2 and erection of extension to factory

(West Crewkerne)
Wydale Plastics Ltd, Brightwell Farm, Cathole Bridge Road, Crewkerne  TA18 8RF

NOTED

To Note:


17/02546/FUL
Refurbishment of 2 bed cottage, replacement of rear extension and removal of chimney.

30 Lyewater, Crewkerne, Somerset.  TA18 8BB


(A postal copy was not received by Town Council and due to the expiration date a copy was emailed to Councillors.  As a result, an observation of “No Objection” has been returned to SSDC)




NOTED

27
TO RECEIVE PLANNING DECISION NOTICES FROM THE DISTRICT

17/18
COUNCIL 
15/04770/FUL
The erection of 42 No. dwellings and associated works including access improvements onto North Street, parking for Ashlands School and separate footpath link to North Street via Ashlands School.



North Street Trading Estate, North Street, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 7AW



PERMISSION REFUSED

17/1808/COU

Change of use to mixed use of residential and childminding.



30 Southmead Crescent, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 8DJ



PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

17/02128/FUL
The erection of a single storey extension, decking area and steps.



6 Bincombe Drive, Crewkerne, Somerset



PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

17/02197/FUL
Change of use from a place of worship to an inhabited 

17/02198/LBC
rehearsal space.



Crewkerne Baptist Church, North Street, Crewkerne  TA18 7AL



PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

17/02515/FUL
Alterations and the erection of an extension to create a double garage.



12 Bincombe Drive, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 7BE



PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

17/02685/FUL
The erection of a summerhouse in rear garden.



225 Park View, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 8JH



PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

28
SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE REPORT
17/18
To receive the latest SID report for the A30 approach to West Street, taken between

11 July 2017 and 25 July 2017

The SID report was noted.  Councillors requested that Somerset County Highways were asked to cut foliage obscuring the 30mph road signs on the A30 approach to West Street and requested the Deputy Clerk to highlight the area to the Speed Watch group.  Cllr. Pritchard recommended that signs with a message “Kill your Speed, Not a Child” should be considered.
29
TO CONSIDER THE USE OF THE SOUTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL’S
17/18
GULLY CLEANING VEHICLE FOR BLOCKED DRAINS IN CREWKERNE

It was noted that SCC highways had been contacted frequently regarding blocked drains in Crewkerne, but there remained a number of drains in the town which were clearly still blocked.  Councillors considered that the use of the SSDC gulley clearing machine was certainly an option, but as this effectively represented double taxation, every effort should be made to have the drains cleared by SCC.  It was therefore agreed that Councillors would advise the Deputy Clerk of any drains that required to be unblocked.  The Deputy Clerk would send this list of blocked drains to SCC, with the request that the drains be cleared and asking for a clear timeframe for the work.  Subsequent action to utilise the SSDC gulley clearing machine would depend upon the outcome of this request.
30
TO RECEIVE ANY OTHER MATTERS OF REPORT

17/18



Cllr. Best reported the following items:

· He and the Deputy Clerk had met with the newly appointed Highways Engineer to ensure that he was fully briefed on the road markings in Crewkerne which required re-instating.   The Engineer had given an assurance that Crewkerne was programmed in to the work schedule.  He also confirmed that overgrown hedges were the responsibility of the land owner.
· The County Arborist had inspected the Horse Chestnut trees along Severalls Park Avenue.  16 trees, close to properties were identified as overgrown and the County Arborist would contact the SSDC Arborist regarding reducing the crowns of these trees.  

A Road Traffic Accident had occurred on Kithill, close to St Bartholomew’s School, due to cars parked on both sides of the road.  Cllr Best was investigating the possibility of double yellow lines on both sides of the road in this area.
Cllr. Allman reported that the pavement between the North Street Trading Estate and Ashlands Court was in a worsening state of repair, with a very uneven surface and a camber which acted to push walkers, wheel chair and buggy users into the road.  The Deputy Clerk was asked to highlight the problem to Highways, emphasising the health and safety concerns of the Council and to report the Highways response at the next Planning & Highways meeting.
31
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

17/18


Monday 11 September 2017 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
The meeting closed at 7.24 p.m.
Signed: ……………………..




Dated: ……………………… 
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