
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber on Monday 8 May 2017 at 6.45 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllrs. B. Hodgson (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, P. Bradly, Mrs K. Head,
Mrs R. Jackson, R. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart,

N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.
In attendance: 
The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Amenities Operations Manager Mr M. Jay, Admin Officer 
Mrs J. Cowie, 1 member of the press and 4 members of the public.
On behalf of the Council, Cllr. Pailthorpe congratulated and welcomed Cllr. Bradly who had been elected to join the Town Council.
Cllr. Pailthorpe also congratulated Cllr. Best on his election as a County Councillor.

106
APOLOGIES

16/17


None.
107
OPEN FORUM
16/17  


A member of the public referred to agenda item 8 - ABCD’s proposal to relocate bus stops in the Town Centre.  He commented that the bus stops were already appropriately situated and if the buses drove into the bus bays properly, this would alleviate traffic congestion.  He also expressed concern at the loss of car parking spaces associated with the proposal.
108
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
 16/17



It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning and Highways

Committee held on Monday 10 April 2017 be APPROVED.
109
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

16/17


Cllr. Miss Pritchard declared a personal interest in item 6 – planning application 17/01395/FUL.
110
TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S UPDATE REPORT
   16/17



The Clerk reported the following:


· There would be a temporary road closure of Hewish Lane, West Crewkerne, for one day on 21 May, to enable a detailed examination of the railway bridge.

· The Town Council had received a copy of a letter sent to South Somerset District Council (SSDC) from a resident, expressing concerns that certain conservation areas in Crewkerne appeared to be neglected.

· SSDC provided a gully clearance service at an average cost of £12 per drain.  Councillors agreed that this service could be an alternative option to Highways, who had still not carried out gulley clearance work in key areas of the town.  It was agreed to add this as an agenda item to the next Planning and Highways Committee meeting in June.

111
TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS
   16/17
17/00675/FUL
Replace flat roof on front porch with pitched roof and pave front garden with concrete slabs.

29 Cowen Close, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 8JF

NO OBJECTIONS in principle but support the concern of Highways that the proposed off-road parking space is below the required length and should therefore be removed from the application.
17/01395/FUL
Alterations and conversion of garage to habitable accommodation.

37 Bushfield Road, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 8HW

RECOMMEND APPROVAL on condition that on-site parking to the front of the property is retained and that these parking arrangements are formalised in the application.
17/01617/FUL
Alterations and the erection of a single storey rear extension to dwellinghouse.

3 Cherry Tree Court, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 7DH

RECOMMEND APPROVAL

17/01836/FUL
Installation of external wall insulation and change of external wall finished (part retrospective).




28-33 Barn Crescent, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 8BT

RECOMMEND APPROVAL on condition that the render colour is as specified in the planning approval for application 15/05426/FUL.
112
TO RECEIVE PLANNING DECISION NOTICES FROM THE DISTRICT

16/17
COUNCIL 
14/02141/OUT
Outline development of up to 110 houses, 60 bed nursing home, up to 2 hectare of employment land, vehicular access from Station Road and Blacknell Lane.

Southern Phase of Crewkerne Key Site, Land Off Station Road, Crewkerne, Somerset




PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS
Cllr. Mrs Singleton noted that there was no condition in this notice relating to the Section 106 agreements.

16/03186/FUL
Conversion of outbuilding to 2 No. dwellings




Kings Arms, Market Square, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 7LE


PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

16/03497/ADV
Display of 2 No. non illuminated hanging signs.




2 Church Street, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 7HR




PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

17/00486/LBC
Display of 2 No. non illuminated hanging signs.


2 Church Street, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 7HR

PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

17/00569/FUL
Erection of a single storey extension to the rear of the house.


Lyndhurst Valley Road, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 8DT




PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

113
TO CONSIDER ABCD’S PROPOSAL TO RELOCATE BUS STOPS IN THE 

16/17
TOWN CENTRE


The Chairman advised that ABCD’s proposal to relocate the bus stops had been circulated to Councillors, who raised the following points relating to it:
· Cllr. Mrs Singleton questioned whether the funding for the installation of a bus shelter was still available.  The Clerk was asked to confirm that the funding was still ring fenced.
· Cllr. Wakeman questioned whether the report had taken into account the fairly recent change in bus company.  A spokesperson from ABCD confirmed that this had indeed been taken into account.

· Cllr. Miss Pritchard expressed concern that the report was not completely impartial.  Cllr. Mrs Singleton disagreed with this view and emphasised that the residents of Crewkerne deserved a bus shelter.
· Cllr. Mrs Singleton pointed out that the report very clearly stated that the proposal involved no loss of parking as the spaces were to be re-located.  She also stated that the proposal would reduce the traffic congestion associated with vehicles frequently queued behind the bus whilst it was stopped outside the Kings Arms, which would also have benefits in terms of reduced pollution.  Finally, she emphasised that the proposal would bring people closer into the town, which would be good for businesses.
· Cllr. Mrs Jackson expressed the view that the initial proposal to move the bus stop had generated a number of areas of concern.  She considered that this latest report had properly addressed these concerns.

· Cllr. Bradly suggested that mathematical modelling of traffic flow would provide objective evidence of the effect of the proposal on pollution levels.

· Cllr. Best reminded Councillors that the bus stop used to be in Market Street.  He fully supported the proposal to relocate the bus stop, on the basis that it would reduce congestion.

· Cllr. Mrs Head suggested that an advantage of the proposal was that it would reduce the confusion that arose on the day of the weekly market, when people were not sure where the bus stop was.
· Cllr. Pailthorpe stated that ABCD had produced a very good report and proposed that the Town Council should now adopt the project.
After further discussion, it was AGREED to adopt ABCD’s project to relocate the bus stops in the town centre.  At Cllr. Bradly’s request, the vote was recorded as follows:

· Against: 
1 (Cllr. Miss Pritchard)

· Abstained: 
1 (Cllr. Bradly)

· For: 

10 (all other Councillors present)
The Clerk was asked to begin a detailed assessment of this project, including costings and ensuring that the views of the police and Highways were sought, with the findings brought back to Council for consideration.

Finally, the Chairman thanked the members of ABCD for their hard work in putting together the proposal.

114
TO RECEIVE ANY OTHER MATTERS OF REPORT

16/17



Cllr. Mrs Jackson reported that the Domino’s Pizza shop in South Street had now opened and it was noted that there were cars parking illegally outside.
115
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

16/17


Monday 12 June 2017 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
The meeting closed at 7.15 p.m.
Signed: ……………………..




Dated: ……………………… 
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