CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 24 October 2016 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman. 
In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke and 2 members of the public.
105
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
16/17
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Ms Dawson (unwell), Mrs K. Head (unwell) and Mrs A. Stuart (unwell).
106
OPEN FORUM

16/17
Planning application 15/04770/FUL: a member of the public remarked that this planning application was a full application and yet lacked full details of the roadway access scheme.
107
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
16/17

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meetings of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 26 September 2016 and Monday 10 October 2016 be APPROVED. 

108
declarations of interest
16/17

None.
109
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
16/17

County


Cty. Cllr. Dyke reported on the following items:-

· Somerset County Council (SCC) Chairman’s Award: this recent event, at which Crewkerne resident Cheryl Newman had received an award, had highlighted the huge amount of voluntary work being carried out in South Somerset. 

· SCC Budget Restrictions: the impact of SCC’s budget deficit was currently resulting in a restriction of essential expenditure only.
District

Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported on the following items:

· Four Year Settlement: South Somerset District Council (SSDC) had accepted the Government’s ‘Four Year Financial Settlement’.
· Transformation: As part of the savings required to be made as part of Transformation, the number of Assistant Directors was to be reduced from six to three.  Further cuts would be required, although SSDC would be working hard to minimise the impact of these on services.
110
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
16/17
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported on the following:
· Correspondence relating to planning application 15/04770/FUL: a letter had been received from a member of the public, expressing his frustration at the number of iterations of this application, together with the short turnaround time being demanded for submission of comments.
· BT phone boxes: SSDC had advised that BT was planning to remove a number of public payphones from South Somerset, with those targeted having extremely low usage.  Two phones had been identified for removal in Crewkerne (those at Severalls Park Avenue and Park View, Kithill).  It was noted that some phone boxes had been adopted by local communities and put to different uses.
· Henhayes dugouts: with the removal of the unsightly concrete dugouts at Henhayes, there was some indication that youths were now congregating in the evenings in the Henhayes playground.  Councillors agreed that the needs of young people should be accommodated.  The Clerk was asked to add the question of a teen shelter at Henhayes to the agenda for the next Amenities meeting.
111
DEFERRED ITEMS
16/17

a)
New Town Council Website: WordPress website development software has now been upgraded, which now allows Cllr. Miss Pritchard to refine the prototype website.  Ongoing.

Noted.
112
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
16/17
To consider the following applications requiring observations before the next Planning and Highways Committee meeting


16/03786/FUL
Installation of patio doors.





43 Cowen Close, Crewkerne






RECOMMEND APPROVAL


15/4770/FUL

Erection of 44 dwellings (addition information received).




North Street Trading Estate, North Street, Crewkerne.
Councillors stressed that their previous comments relating to the access issues, which were totally unsatisfactory and potentially unsafe, remained valid.

113
FINANCE 
16/17

a)
To approve accounts for payment for October 2016 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hodgson had verified the accounts for payment for October 2016 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £56,145.39 + VAT for October 2016 were approved.
b)
To report that the bank reconciliation has been completed for August 2016

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hodgson had verified the bank reconciliation for 
October 2016.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 30 October 2016 was £329,736.03.
c)
To receive the second quarter income and expenditure financial report

Report noted.
114
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
16/17
To approve the draft November Newsletter
It was AGREED to approve the draft November newsletter.  The additional costs associated with the ABCD Community Survey insert were noted.  Cllr. Mrs Singleton advised that ABCD had offered to make a contribution of one third of these costs.
115
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES

16/17
a)
Joint Burial Committee meeting held on 4 October 2016


Noted.
b)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 10 October 2016

Noted. 
c)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 10 October 2016

Noted.

116
OUTSIDE BODIES
16/17
To receive reports from ABCD and CSYAL


Noted.

117
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES
16/17
For 17 December, 14 January and 18 February.  Two Councillors required to undertake 


each session


17 December: Cllrs. Hodgson and Pailthorpe.


14 January: Cllrs. Miss Pritchard and Sturtivant.


18 February: Cllrs. Mrs Jackson and Cllr. Wakeman.
118
ANNUAL MEETING OF ELECTORS
16/17
To note that the Annual Meeting of Electors is to be held on 20 March 2017



Noted.
119
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
16/17

None
120
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
16/17


Monday 28 November 2016 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………
Dated: ………………………..
tc24Oct2016
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – CONTRACTUAL MATTER
121


16/17

122


16/17

The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….

tc24Oct2016
TC -5-

