
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 28 September 2015 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. Mrs A. Stuart (Deputy Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, Mrs R. Jackson,
Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.

In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Mr D. Carter Headteacher of St Bartholomew’s First School, Mr R. Treacher Crewkerne & Ilminster Schools Partnership, Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke, 2 members of the public and 1 member of the press.
83
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
15/16
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. M Best (another meeting), Ms J. Dawson (personal), Mrs K. Head (unwell), B. Hodgson (personal) and R. Pailthorpe (personal).
84
OPEN FORUM

15/16
No one wished to speak.
85
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

15/16

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on

Monday 27 July 2015 be APPROVED.
It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on

Monday 10 August 2015 be APPROVED.

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on

Monday 14 September 2015 be APPROVED.

86
declarations of interest
15/16

Cllr. Mrs Jackson declared a personal interest in item 9 (Director of CLM).
Cllr. Miss Pritchard declared personal interests in item 5 (Governor at St Bartholomew’s First School), item 8 – planning application 15/04073/FUL (knows applicant) and item 9 (member of CUDOS).

Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared a prejudicial interest in item 8 - planning application 15/04053/FUL (lives opposite) and a personal interest in item 9 (Director of CSYAL).

Cllr. Sturtivant declared a personal interest in item 9 (VP of CUDOS).

87
TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM DAVID CARTER OF

15/16
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S FIRST SCHOOL

on the Crewkerne and Ilminster Schools Partnership

Mr Carter, Head Teacher at St. Bartholomew’s School, introduced himself and Mr Treacher, Community Learning Partnership (CLP) coordinator.  Mr Carter explained that the financial climate for schools was becoming ever more challenging.  Against this backdrop, he was keen to emphasise the success of the 3 tier system and to promote and celebrate the Partnership.
Mr Treacher advised that his role was to raise the profile of the Partnership and to increase the level of collaborative working.  He emphasised that, with the 3 tier system, there was a strong focus on ensuring smooth transition between schools.

Following the presentation, Councillors asked a number of questions of clarification.

The Chairman thanked Mr Carter and Mr Treacher for their interesting and informative presentation.

88
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
15/16

Cty. Cllr. Dyke reported on a number of items:-
· Superfast Broadband: Crewkerne was now well served with BT Superfast Broadband and had a list of postcodes that were included in the rollout.
· Health and Wellbeing Budget: e HHwdddfCllr. Dyke’s Health and Wellbeing budget of £5000 for this year was now open for bids until the end of this year.  This budget will be prioritised on sport and fitness, and focus on being inclusive.  As always, this budget must be spread over a number of communities.

Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported that she had attended a Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) meeting where the points relevant to Crewkerne were as follows:

· There would be no increase to the £2 fee for the Crewkerne Recycling Centre.
· The Partnership was commencing work on their outline business plan and this work will include a review of all recycling centres.  In view of this, Cllr. Mrs Singleton recommended that Crewkerne Town Council engage with SWP to emphasise the importance of keeping open the Crewkerne Recycling Centre.  She also recommended that the Council lobby the local MP to ensure that the legislation continues to allow for charging at recycling centres, without which it may not be economically viable to keep open the Crewkerne Recycling Centre.
89
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
15/16
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported on the following items:-

· A new office laptop would need to be purchased as the current one was now very old and unreliable.  Councillors advised that the Council had previously agreed to the purchase of a new laptop.

· Cllr. Best was attending a Flood Risk Management event and would report on this event at a future meeting.

· A date for the Annual Town Meeting of Electors would be set at the next Town Council meeting.

90
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15/16
To consider applications requiring observations by SSDC before the next Planning and Highways Committee:

15/04073/FUL 
The erection of a conservatory


44 Hermitage Street, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 8ET

RECOMMEND APPROVAL 

Cllr. Mrs Singleton left the room at 7.29 p.m.

15/04053/FUL
Change of use from A1 (retail) to D1 (massage centre) (retrospective)


8 Church Street, Crewkerne, Somerset  TA18 7HR

RECOMMEND APPROVAL 
Cllr. Mrs Singleton returned to the meeting at 7.31 p.m.

15/03935/FUL
Internal alterations (implemented) and proposed removal of

internal partitions on ground floor


Flat 17, De Combe House, Mount Pleasant, Crewkerne,

Somerset  TA18 7AH
RECOMMEND APPROVAL providing the Conservation Officer had no issues.

91
RENTS AND HIRE CHARGES 2016
15/16
To ratify the proposals recommended by the Amenities Committee
It was AGREED to ratify the rents and hire charges review for 2016/2017 as recommended by the Amenities Committee.

92
FINANCE 
15/16

a)
To approve accounts for payment for August and September 2015 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Ms Dawson had verified the accounts for

August and September 2015 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.
Accounts for payment in the sum of £25,415.54 + VAT for August 2015 and £25,485.08 + VAT for September 2015 were approved.
b)
To report that bank reconciliations have been completed for July and August 2015

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hodgson had verified the bank reconciliations for July

and Cllr. Ms Dawson for August 2015.  It was noted that cash in hand and at the bank for July 2015 was £314,666.15 and for August 2015 was £294,081.55.
c)
To note that the annual review of insurance cover has been undertaken

It was confirmed that the annual review of insurance cover had been undertaken and the Clerk advised that the valuation of the Council properties would need to be reviewed.
d)
To receive confirmation that the External Audit has been completed and to consider the observation contained therein

The Clerk reported there were no issues raised by the audit but one minor comment

had been made that the Financial Regulations for 2014 had not been reviewed.  The Clerk confirmed that this review would be undertaken as a priority.
93
TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE
15/16
To consider options and costs for a new website for the Council
Councillors considered the quotations presented by the Clerk for the development of a new website using a website design contractor.  Councillors then discussed the option put forward by Cllr. Miss Pritchard, for the work to be undertaken in-house.  There was some support for this approach as it appeared to offer cost advantages and the Wordpress web development tool appeared to be simple to use and quite powerful.  However, there was concern expressed over the time and effort required by Cllr. Miss Pritchard to drive the website development through to completion, together with the sustainability of such an approach.

It was noted that the recent ABCD community survey had highlighted communications as an issue, which emphasised the importance of improving the website, and also the need to consider Council and town websites in conjunction.

After discussion, it was AGREED that Cllr. Miss Pritchard would continue work on a prototype in-house website, with the aim of presenting a more concrete proposal at the next Town Council meeting on 26 October 2015.  This would allow Councillors to make a more informed decision on the way forward.
94
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES

15/16

a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 14 September 2015


Noted.


b)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 14 September 2015

Noted. 
95
TO RECEIVE WORKING GROUP NOTES
15/16


· Henhayes Play Area Project Steering Group: notes from the meeting held

On 21 September 2015

Noted.
96
OUTSIDE BODIES 
15/16
To receive reports
a)
Crewkerne Action for the Disabled

Noted.
97
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES
15/16
To agree Councillor participation for October, November 2015 and January 2016
The following Councillors agreed to attend the Council Surgery dates at the Town Hall:



21 November 2015 – Cllrs. Mrs Jackson and Mrs Singleton


16 January 2015 – Cllrs. Miss Pritchard and Mrs Stuart
No Councillors were available for the 17 October 2015 and so those Councillors not at the meeting would be asked.

98
CORRESPONDENCE
15/16

· Notice of CPRE Annual General Meeting on 6 October 2015
Noted.

· Email from Matt Day of Somerset Towns Forum inviting Crewkerne Town
Council to become a member
Councillors considered that the Market Towns Investment Group offered similar benefits to that of the Somerset Towns Forum, and therefore it was not worthwhile joining the latter.

99
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
15/16

Cllr. Miss Pritchard referred to the ABCD consultation with regards to the relocation of the bus stops and said they were still keen for the matter to be monitored and requested for it to be added as a future agenda item.
100
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15/16


Monday 26 October 2015 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………
Dated: ……………………….

tc28Sept2015
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed

to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION

101


15/16



The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….
tc28Sept2015
TC -6-

