CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 27 June 2016 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. B. Hodgson (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, Ms J. Dawson, Mrs R. Jackson, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart and N. Sturtivant.
In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Finance Officer Mrs P. Hewitt, Admin Officer Mrs J. Cowie, Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke and 1 member of the public.
31
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
16/17
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs K. Head (personal), R. Pailthorpe (medical), Miss K. Pritchard (unwell) and D. Wakeman (personal).
32
OPEN FORUM

16/17


No one wished to speak.

33
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
16/17

It was AGREED that the minutes of the Annual Crewkerne Town Council meeting held on Monday 23 May 2016 be APPROVED.
34
declarations of interest
16/17


Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant declared a personal interest in item 14 -20th Anniversary of the Aqua Centre.

Cllr. Mrs Stuart declared a personal interest in item 11a) – Finance (cheque for Enigma Morris Dancers).
35
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
16/17



Cty. Cllr. Dyke reported on two items:-

· Crewkerne Recycling Centre: At a recent Waste Board Management meeting it was reported that each household, generated on average 1 tonne of waste, per year.  As a county, there had been a slight increase of 0.5% on waste recycling, however, Crewkerne Recycling Centre had seen a drop of 8% in the past year.  He asked Councillors to spread the word to encourage the public to use the centre.
· Henhayes Fete: He congratulated the Council on the fete and said that the French Twinning Association enjoyed the fete during their recent visit.
Cllr. Mrs Singleton also reported on two items:-

· Free Waste Permit:  In October there would be the introduction of a free waste permit for people who wished to apply, owning a small van or trailer.  There would be a restriction on weekend use and literature would be distributed to every household in due course.  It was planned to review it after a year. 
· Chief Executive of South Somerset District Council: The vacancy was now being advertised.
35
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
16/17
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported on the following:
· Councillor’s tablets: There had been a few problems with the tablet settings, which were being rectified.
· Happy Valley Skatepark: The planning application had now been approved.

Cllr. Mrs Singleton added that she was confident that Section 106 funding would be available to support completion of the project and that a meeting was planned between the contractor and members of the Council to finalise details.
· Costs for Henhayes Fete:  Costs incurred in staging the summer fete and proms in the park were approximately £6,300, a figure similar to that from the fete held in 2014.  However, thanks to the sterling efforts of the Deputy Clerk in pursuing grant funding and donations, the net cost had been reduced to approximately £2,500.
36
DEFERRED ITEMS
16/17

a)
New Town Council Website: Cllr. Miss Pritchard is assessing the practicalities of setting up a new website and closing down the old, whilst ensuring no disruption to emails.  Ongoing.

Noted.  
37
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
16/17
To consider the following application requiring observations before the next Planning and Highways Committee meeting
16/02036/FUL
Re-roofing of flat roof and removal and rebuilding of existing chimneys on front elevation adjacent to parapet wall.

Red Lion court, Market Street, Crewkerne

RECOMMEND APPROVAL
16/01357/LBC
Re-roofing of flat roof and removal and rebuilding of existing chimneys on front elevation adjacent to parapet wall on a like for like basis.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to the Conservation Officer’s comments.

38
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
16/17
To confirm the recommendation of the Policy and Resources Committee to approve the updated Financial Regulations and Procedures
It was AGREED to approve the updated Financial Regulations and Procedures as recommended by the Policy and Resources Committee held on 13 June 2016.
39
GRANT APPLICATION
16/17
To consider a request from the Henhayes Community Centre for grant funding support for their proposed building extension

The Chairman advised that the Henhayes Centre had been granted planning permission to build a small extension on the front of the centre.  A letter had been received from Rosemary Prince, Chairman of the Trustees, requesting a contribution of 10% of the overall costs, which would be £4,700.  Councillors agreed that it was a worthwhile project and that the centre worked hard for the community.

After further discussions, it was AGREED to grant funding support of £4,700, towards the proposed building extension at the Henhayes Centre, subject to the project going ahead.  Funds would be taken from ‘Investing in Crewkerne’, in Earmarked Reserves.

40
FINANCE 
16/17

a)
To approve accounts for payment for May 2016 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hodgson had verified the accounts for payment for May 2016 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.
Accounts for payment in the sum of £59,061.32 + VAT for May 2016
were approved.
A query was raised regarding standing water charge bills received from Wessex

Water, for the West Street storage, when the water supply was not in use anymore.

The Clerk agreed to investigate.

b)
To report that the bank reconciliation has been completed for May 2016

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hodgson had verified the bank reconciliation for 
May 2016.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 March 2016 was £400,801.58.
c)
To consider the report by the Internal Auditor dated 13 June 2016
Cllr. Sturtivant referred to 5.1 – Review of GRC rental value.  It was noted that CSYAL do not formally have their accounts audited due to the accounts not being large enough.

It was noted that the issues raised by R Darkin-Miller had been addressed and the   Council APPROVED the Action Plan, subject to the minor amendment noted above.
It was noted that thanks were given to the Town Clerk and Finance Officer for all

their hard work.

d)
To formally approve the internally audited accounts for 2015/16
It was AGREED that the internally audited accounts for 2015/16 be formally approved.
Cllr. Mrs Jackson referred to the War Memorial Plaque in Falkland Square and said it was in need of another clean.
Cllr. Best queried whether the upgraded CCTV had been added to the Council’s Asset Register.  The Clerk agreed to check the register.

e)
To approve the Annual Return year ending 31 March 2016:


i.
Section 1: to approve the Annual Governance Statement

It was formally AGREED to confirm that the Council had satisfied all the answers to the questions on the statement of assurance and ‘yes’ be inserted to all the boxes.

ii.
Section 2: to approve the Accounting Statement



It was AGREED that the Accounting Statements be certified.

iii.
To receive the Internal Auditor’s audit report



The contents of the signed form were duly received.


iv.
To authorise the signatures of the Deputy Mayor and Clerk

It was AGREED to authorise the signatures of the Deputy Mayor and Clerk, the form was duly signed.
The Finance Officer left the meeting at 7.15 p.m.

41
REQUEST TO USE HENHAYES PITCH FROM CREWKERNE RANGERS 
16/17
To consider the request received from Crewkerne Rangers Football Club, to use the Henhayes pitch

The Clerk reminded Councillors that the Council had begun the process of drawing up agreements between the clubs and the Town Council, for their use of the Henhayes pitch.  

Councillors considered the request and it was AGREED to grant permission, in principle, for Crewkerne Rangers Football Club to use the Henhayes pitch, with details to be finalised through a formal agreement, consistent with those being drawn up for the other clubs.
42
COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS 
16/17
To consider Council’s preference for email/phone/address contact details


The Clerk reported the Information Commissioners Office Model Publication Scheme for Councils called for the publication of “contact details for Parish Clerk and Council members (named contacts where possible with telephone number and email address (if used)”.

Cllr. Best proposed that, as Councillors now had dedicated email addresses, then these should be used as the preferred contact details.  Councillors supported this proposal.
43
20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CREWKERNE AQUA CENTRE 
16/17
To consider the request received from the Chairman of Crewkerne Leisure Management, that the Council should submit a request to invite Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal to the centre to help mark the occasion


The Chairman congratulated the Aqua Centre and Crewkerne Leisure Management (CLM) on its 20th Anniversary. 

The request from the Chairman of CLM was considered and it was AGREED to submit a request to invite Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal to the Crewkerne Aqua Centre to help mark its 20th Anniversary.
44
CREWERNE STREET FAIR
16/17
To consider the correspondence received from Rotary Club of Crewkerne District regarding the Crewkerne Street Fair
Councillors considered the letter received from the Rotary Club regarding the Crewkerne Street Fair.  Councillors supported the principle of the Street Fair and Cllrs. Best and Hodgson agreed to meet with the Rotary Club to discuss the possible involvement of the Council in this community event.
The Clerk agreed to liaise with the Rotary Club to arrange a date for the meeting.
45
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES

16/17
a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 13 June 2016


Noted.
b)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 13 June 2016

Noted. 
c)
Crewkerne and West Crewkerne Joint Burial Committee meeting held on

7 June 2016

Noted.

46
OUTSIDE BODIES 
16/17
To receive reports for Matthew Chubb Almshouses and for CSYAL

Noted.

47
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
16/17

Cllr. Mrs Jackson reported that the ‘Paint the Floor’ project at Southmead playground, organised by Active Learning & Skills, had now been completed and looked good.
Cllr. Mrs Singleton referred to the mosaic at West One and said a Trustee of the Henhayes Centre had mentioned to her whether the Council would consider installing a plaque detailing why it was there.  The Clerk agreed to add this as a future agenda item.
48
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
16/17


Monday 25 July 2016 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………
Dated: ………………………..
tc27Jun2016
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed

to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – STAFFING AND CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
49


16/17

50


14/15

The meeting closed at 7.28 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….

tc27Jun2016
TC -7-

