CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 26 September 2016 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, Ms J. Dawson, Mrs K. Head,

B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, N. Sturtivant and

D. Wakeman. 
In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Finance Officer Mrs P. Hewitt, Admin Officer Mrs J. Cowie, Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke, 1 member of the public and 1 member of the press.
81
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
16/17
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Mrs A. Stuart (unwell).
82
OPEN FORUM

16/17


No one wished to speak.

83
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
16/17

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meetings of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 25 July, Monday 8 August and Monday 12 September 2016 be APPROVED subject to the following amendment to the minutes of 12 September:
PRESENT: ‘M. Best (Chairman)’ to be substituted for ‘B. Hodgson (Chairman)’.

84
declarations of interest
16/17

The following Councillors declared a personal interest in item 9 – Rents and Hire

Charges 2017:
· Cllr. Best (Director of Crewkerne Leisure Management and member of CUDOS)
· Cllrs. Hodgson and Mrs Head (members of CUDOS).

· Cllr. Mrs Jackson (Director of Crewkerne Leisure Management).
· Cllr. Mrs Singleton (Director of Crewkerne Leisure Management and Director of Crewkerne Sports and Youth Activities Ltd).
· Cllr. Sturtivant (Manager of Crewkerne Aqua Centre).

85
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
16/17


County


Cty. Cllr. Dyke reported on the following items:-
· Somerset County Council Budget: It was reported at a recent County Council’s cabinet meeting, there was a projected overspend of £24 million for this financial year.  
· Four Year Settlement: The Government’s ‘Four Year Financial Settlement’ would see support grant funding declining in future years.
District
Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported on the following items:

· Chief Executive of South Somerset District Council: A new Chief Executive                  (Mr Alex Parmley) had been appointed and would officially start in October.
· Spending Cuts: The cuts imposed by Somerset County Council would have a knock-on effect on services provided by South Somerset District Council.  Those particularly at risk were the homeless and young people with mental health issues.  SSDC were working to mitigate the effects of any cuts.
86
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
16/17
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported on the following:
· The 2017/18 Local Government Finance Settlement (Technical Consultation Paper) had been received.  A copy would be emailed to Councillors for their comments to be made as soon as possible.  It was agreed to respond as a Council and to reconvene as Full Town Council, to discuss the response, after the Policy and Resources Committee meeting on Monday 10 October 2016.  The consultation would close on

28 October 2016.
· A letter had been received from a resident with comments regarding agenda item 10 – Groundworks at Henhayes playground, giving an opinion that the proposed flowerbed was unnecessary and a waste of money
87
DEFERRED ITEMS
16/17

a)
New Town Council Website: Cllr. Miss Pritchard is assessing the practicalities of setting up a new website and closing down the old, whilst ensuring no disruption to emails.  Ongoing.

Cllr. Miss Pritchard provided information on the next phase to implement the new website:
· Technical Aspects: Upgrade WordPress to enable improved website format, design features and support and to also move the location of where the data was stored.
· Content: The website content needed to be discussed and finalised.  It was agreed that a meeting would be held prior to the Planning and Highways meeting on 10 October.
· Launch date: To be agreed.
88
FINANCE 
16/17

a)
To approve accounts for payment for August and September 2016 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Ms Dawson had verified the accounts for payment for August and September 2016 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.
Accounts for payment in the sum of £54,627.58 + VAT for August 2016 and £105,274.64 + VAT for September 2016 were approved.
b)
To report that the bank reconciliation has been completed for August 2016

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Ms Dawson had verified the bank reconciliation for 
August 2016.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 August 2016 was £272,791.43.
c)
To review and reallocate as necessary the Earmarked Reserves
Henhayes Playground Project – it was agreed to defer decision until costs for the Aqua Centre roof repairs were clarified.
Barn Street – It was AGREED to allocate for £5,000 of wayleave funding received, towards future work at the Barn Street recreation ground.

d)
To note that the annual review of insurance cover has been undertaken
It was confirmed that the annual review of insurance cover had been undertaken.
e)
To note that the External Audit has been completed satisfactorily with no observations

Noted, with congratulations given to those involved. 

89
RENTS AND HIRE CHARGES 2017
16/17
To ratify the recommendation of the Amenities Committee and to set the rent for allotments
It was AGREED to ratify the rents and hire charges review for 2017/2018 as recommended by the Amenities Committee and the rent for allotments to remain unchanged.
90
GROUNDWORKS AT HENHAYES PLAYGROUND 
16/17
To approve the groundworks required to:
· Import topsoil to allow the creation of a flower bed in playground area
Cllr. Mrs Jackson explained the flower bed was part of the original playground design and the idea was to allow the community to feel it was theirs by involving the community in planting up the flower bed.
· Remove the concrete dugouts and backfill with topsoil
Councillors endorsed the need to remove the concrete dugouts.
It was AGREED to approve the combined quotation for importing topsoil for the Henhayes playground and for the removal of the concrete dugouts, at the quoted cost of £1,721.50 (+ VAT).

91
GRANT TO CREWKERNE RANGERS 
16/17
To consider providing a grant of £520 to Crewkerne Rangers football club to allow them to purchase two portable dugouts
Councillors supported the principle of the request from Crewkerne Rangers but considered that it would be preferable for the Town Council to purchase the portable dugouts and then to gift them to the club.  It was therefore AGREED to purchase two portable dugouts @ £259.99 each and gift them to Crewkerne Rangers Football Club as an asset for the club and to be responsible for.
92
YOUTH SERVICE
16/17
To agree the proposed budget from Active Learning & Skills
Councillors discussed the proposed budget.  It was considered that the service represented good value for money.  It was therefore AGREED to approve the proposed budget from Active Learning & Skills for 2016/17. 
93
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
16/17
To consider whether to continue to use the leaflet delivery contractor “The Leaflet People” to deliver newsletters

The Clerk advised that the distribution of the August newsletter by the delivery contractor, ‘The Leaflet People’ had been carried out successfully.

After discussions, it was AGREED to approve future deliveries of the Town Council newsletter to be distributed by the delivery contractor, ‘The Leaflet People’.

94
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES

16/17
a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 12 September 2016


Noted.
b)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 12 September 2016

Noted. 
95
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
16/17

Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported on the following items:
Twinning Association:

· At a recent meeting there had been discussions regarding preparations for the French visit next year, from 25-28 May 2017.

· On Saturday 1 October there will be a guided walk at Ham Hill from 12.00, with a soup and roll included.

· The Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 20 October, at The Speedwell Hall from 7.00 p.m.

· The committee decided that the Twinning Association would not apply to the Town Council for a grant this year as they had had a successful year with fundraising.  Also, the recent gift given to the French in celebration of the 40th Anniversary, was kindly donated, so the anticipated costs were less than expected. 
Bincombe:
· A resident had complained that he was unhappy about the vegetation next to his property and requested for it to be reduced in height as it was unmanageable from his side.  The Clerk agreed to follow this up.
Cllr. Mrs Head reported on the following items:

Crewkerne Action for the Disabled

· A resident from Thomson Drive had a new mobility vehicle and was having difficulty in manoeuvring as the dropped kerb was inadequate.  Cllr. Pailthorpe agreed to follow this up.

· Two members of the CAD committee would be meeting with Cllr. Mrs Head at the Town Hall to discuss the disabled access to the Town Hall and would report back in due course.
96
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
16/17


Monday 24 October 2016 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………
Dated: ………………………..
tc26Sept2016
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed

to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – CONTRACTUAL MATTER
97


16/17

The meeting closed at 7.40 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….

tc26Sept2016
TC -5-

