
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 26 October 2015 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson,

Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton and Mrs A. Stuart.
In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Secretary Mrs J. Cowie, Mr P. McAllister of the Devon & Somerset Fire Service, Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke, 1 member of the public and 1 member of the press.
109
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
15/16
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Ms J. Dawson (personal), N. Sturtivant (personal) and D. Wakeman (personal).
110
OPEN FORUM

15/16
No one wished to speak.
111
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

15/16

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on

Monday 28 September 2015 be APPROVED.
It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on

Monday 12 October 2015 be APPROVED.

112
declarations of interest
15/16

Cllr. Best declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 8, planning application 15/04348/FUL (lives opposite).
Cllr. Pailthorpe declared a personal interest in item 9 a) Finance (Mayors annual civic allowance cheque).

113
TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM MR P MCALLISTER OF THE
15/16
DEVON & SOMERSET FIRE SERVICE

Mr McAllister, Station Manager presented details of the Local Community Plan for Crewkerne.  He also explained there was some budget available to offer free home fire safety checks to the public and would fit smoke detectors.  He stated there were many vulnerable groups at risk of fire within their homes and asked Councillors if they were aware of any such groups to pass on the information to him so he can contact them. 
Mr McAllister was thanked for his presentation.

Cllr. Mrs Stuart arrived at the meeting at 7.02 p.m.

114
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
15/16

Cty. Cllr. Dyke reported on a number of items:-
· There was a gap of £28 million in the budget setting that needed to be narrowed.  One of the downsides of an ageing population was that more money was needed to be allocated to adult care.  

· As part of the Small Improvement Scheme, one of the schemes he would be proposing would be improvements to the junction of Blacknell Lane and South Street, together with the entrance to Thomson Drive, where pedestrian safety and traffic congestion were of particular concern.
· The annual Chairman’s Awards for Community Service within the county was held at Taunton Rugby Club last week.  He said it had been a privilege to announce the many nominations for South Somerset, two of which were former Honoured Citizen’s of Crewkerne, Mr Dudeney and Mr Hutchings.
115
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
15/16
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported an email had been received from the National Breast Screening Programme advising that there would be a mobile unit at Henhayes car park from the first week in December for approximately 5-6 weeks offering free breast cancer screening to all women over the age of 50.

Cllr. Best left the room at 7.08 p.m.

116
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15/16
To consider applications requiring observations by SSDC before the next Planning and Highways Committee:

15/04348/FUL 
Erection of a first floor extension, demolition of existing outbuilding and the erection of a replacement outbuilding.

185 Park View, Crewkerne, Somerset  

RECOMMEND APPROVAL with the caveat that the bathroom window should have obscured glass and limited opening.
Cllr. Best returned to meeting at 7.12 p.m.
117
FINANCE 
15/16

a)
To approve accounts for payment for October 2015 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the accounts for

October 2015 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.
Accounts for payment in the sum of £47,843.98 + VAT for October 2015 were approved.
b)
To report that bank reconciliations have been completed for September 2015

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the bank reconciliations for 
September 2015.  It was noted that cash in hand and at the bank for September 2015

was £432,391.35.
c)
To receive the second quarter income and expenditure financial report
The report was noted.

118
TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE
15/16
To receive a presentation from Cllr. Miss Pritchard on a prototype website design
Cllr. Miss Pritchard gave a presentation on the prototype website that she had developed.

She explained that the website used the WordPress platform, which was in worldwide use and was adaptable, easy to use and customisable.  A significant amount of both council-related and community-related content had been loaded onto the prototype website, although it was emphasised that this content could be easily tailored.  A free version of WordPress had been used for the prototype, which had limited support and contained ads.  Upgraded versions of WordPress were available at £85 per year for the ‘premium’ version or £250 per year for the ‘business’ version.

Councillors thanked Cllr. Miss Pritchard for her presentation and the large amount of work that she had undertaken in constructing the prototype website.  Councillors agreed that the results were impressive and the costs associated with this approach were a fraction of those associated with the use of a professional website development company.
It was AGREED to continue fleshing out this proposal, with the emphasis on better understanding the detail of how the website could be hosted, the use of an appropriate domain name, and how the Council web content could be clearly delineated from that of the community.
119
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

15/16
To ratify the recommendations from the Policy and Resources Committee (at the meeting held on 20 October 2014), that the updated Financial Regulations be formally adopted.


It was AGREED to ratify the recommendations from the Policy and Resources Committee to formally adopt the updated Financial Regulations.

120
TRAINING POLICY

15/16
To adopt the Training and Development Policy circulated by the Clerk

The Clerk advised that a hard copy of the current training policy had been located and an electronic version of this would be circulated to Councillors, together with the new policy drafted by the Clerk, with the additions/changes recommended by Councillors.  After discussion, it was acknowledged that there were good elements within both old and new policies which could be combined.

It was AGREED that Councillors would provide comments back to the Clerk within the next two weeks to allow the Clerk to bring an amended version of the new policy to a future Town Council meeting.

121
VISION ACTION PLAN
15/16
To authorise the publication of the Vision Action Plan


It was AGREED to authorise and publish the short term Vision Action Plan subject to minor amendments.
122
LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME
15/16
To confirm that the Council meets all of the conditions necessary for re-accreditation at Foundation Level


It was AGREED that the Council had met all of the conditions necessary for

re-accreditation of the Local Council Award Scheme at Foundation Level.
123
NEWSLETTER
15/16
To approve the draft newsletter


It was AGREED to approve the draft newsletter subject to any comments which may be made prior to the following day. 
124
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES

15/16

a)
Joint Burial Committee meeting held on 6 October 2015



Noted.
b)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 12 October 2015


Noted.


b)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 12 October 2015

Noted. 
125
OUTSIDE BODIES 
15/16
To receive reports
a)
CSYAL

Noted.
b)
Crewkerne Voluntary Transport

Noted.

The Clerk reported two additional outside bodies reports had been received from Crewkerne Action for the Disabled and the Henhayes Centre.
126
CORRESPONDENCE
15/16

· St. Bartholomew’s Christmas Tree Festival 2015
Noted.

· Avon & Somerset Police & Crime Commissioner Newsletter: Autumn 2015
Noted.
· Royal British Legion: Remembrance Services
Noted.  The Clerk agreed to circulate the correspondence detailing the dates and times of the services.
127
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
15/16

The Clerk referred to the war memorial plaque in Falkland Square and said the brass was looking rather dull.  He advised it would be cleaned prior to the forthcoming remembrance services.
Cllr. Mrs Head reported herself and Cllr. Miss Pritchard recently attended an Equalities Matters Workshop.
128
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15/16


Monday 23 November 2015 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………
Dated: ……………………….

tc26Oct2015
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed

to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – STAFF AND CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
129


15/16

130

15/16

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….
tc26Oct2015
TC -5-

