
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 25 January 2016 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), M. Best, Ms J. Dawson, Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson,
Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart, N. Sturtivant and
D. Wakeman.
In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Secretary Mrs J. Cowie, Mr A. Noon SSDC Planning Officer, 

2 members of the public and 1 member of the press.
1
78
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
15/16
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Mrs S. Allman (unwell).
179
OPEN FORUM

15/16
A member of the public referred to the sandpit at Happy Valley and asked Councillors to give consideration to the possibility of erecting a fence around the sandpit to make it safer for children to play by keeping dogs out.  
Cllr. Pailthorpe advised that this matter had been discussed before, however it was agreed to review it again and add to the next Amenities agenda.

180
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
15/16

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on

21 December 2015 be APPROVED.
181
declarations of interest
15/16

Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared a personal interest in item 8.  Planning application 14/02141/OUT (Singleton Engineering (UK) Ltd who have premises on the industrial estate).
The following Councillors declared a personal interest in agenda item 10. a) to approve the grant awards to community groups 2016/17:
Cllr. Best (member of CUDOS, Twinning Association and ABCD).

Cllr. Mrs Head (GRC and member of CUDOS).

Cllr. Hodgson (member of CUDOS)

Cllr. Miss Pritchard (member of CUDOS and knows applicant of The Dance House).

Cllr. Pailthorpe (member of the Heritage Centre)

Cllr. Mrs Singleton (member of CUDOS, ABCD, Twinning Association and Heritage Centre).

Cllr. Mrs Stuart (member of the Twinning Association).
Cllr. Sturtivant (member of CUDOS).

The following Councillors declared a personal interest in item 10. b) to approve the Precept for 2016/17:

Cllr. Mrs Singleton (Director of CSYAL).

Cllr. Sturtivant (Manager of Crewkerne Aqua Centre).

182
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
15/16

Cllr. Pailthorpe noted that District Councillor Barrett was once again absent.

Cllr Mrs Singleton reported the following:

· There would be an additional charge of 1.75% on Council Tax for everyone in Somerset for the purpose of funding the Somerset Rivers Authority for additional flood protection measures.
· County Council are setting a 2% increase for the funding of adult social care. 

· A consultation paper from SSDC regarding the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) would be circulated in the near future.  The CIL is a levy on new developments, in order to raise funds for infrastructure projects that support development.  A proportion of the levy collected would be passed to affected parish and town councils.  This proportion would be 15% unless the affected parish/town council has a Neighbourhood Plan, when the proportion would be increased to 25%.
183
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
15/16
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported that the easement relating to the laying of a new gas main around the edge of Barn Street by Wales and West Utilities had been successfully concluded and the Council had now received a cheque for £5,000.  It was noted that the contractor had now commenced with the works.

Councillors agreed that a review of how best to employ this money should await completion of the works.
184
DEFERRED ITEMS
15/16


a)
Corporate Purchasing Card: investigation into options and required internal controls

It was AGREED that the Council should pursue the acquisition of a corporate purchasing card.  The Clerk was actioned to examine in detail what was involved, including any required changes to the Council’s Financial Regulations.  It was also AGREED that the proposed modified Purchase Order pro forma provided a suitable means of ensuring that all card purchases were signed off beforehand by two Councillors, to provide the equivalent of the “two Councillor signatures” rule for cheques.
b)
New Town Council Website: awaiting resolution of a suitable method of payment
Councillors noted that the purchase of suitable website development and hosting packages remains dependent upon resolution of a means of electronic payment.
185
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15/16
To consider the following applications requiring observations before the next Planning and Highways Committee meeting

14/02141/OUT: Southern Phase of Crewkerne Key Site Land off Station Road, Crewkerne.
Outline development of up to 110 houses, 60 bed nursing home, up to 2 hectare of employment land, vehicular access from Station Road and Blacknell Lane.  Revised layout.

It was AGREED to recommended refusal of this application on the following grounds:

· Loss of employment land.  The Council regards the provision of adequate employment land as vital to maintain Crewkerne as a vibrant, sustainable community.  In the Council’s view, the provision of employment land within the current application remains insufficient.

· The proposed location of the care home adjacent to employment land.  The noise and smells from the industrial areas (potentially 24 hours per day and at weekends) will impact on the residents of the care home.  Equally, the position of the care home directly adjacent to employment areas is likely to compromise the ability of companies seeking permission to locate to this area, through the imposition of restrictions on the allowable levels of noise, traffic movements, etc.

14/04084/DPO: Crewkerne Key Site 1, land east of Crewkerne between A30 and A356.
Application to modify S106 agreement dated 31 January 2013 between SSDC and Taylor Wimpy in respect of planning permission reference 05/00661/OUT.
It was noted that this application was linked to 14/02141/OUT above.  It was also noted that the Planning Officer and SSDC were working hard to bring about the best outcome for the town and this application was a part of the route to establishing the viability of the development.
It was AGREED that the following points would be highlighted to the Planning Authority:

· From the Council’s viewpoint, the provision of a link road remains key to the development

· It is recognised that savings need to be identified in order to meet the commercial viability target.  Such areas should include a review of:
· The proportion of natural stone used in the construction of the housing

· The contribution set aside for bus services

· The money set aside for traffic calming measures, which may be a duplication of existing planned Highways measures

· The Council remains agreeable to taking on responsibility for the green spaces both offsite and within the development.

186
REMOVAL OF STONE FINIALS FROM THE TOWN HALL BUILDING
15/16
To authorise work to proceed

The Clerk advised that two quotations had been received.  A third quotation was being sought but had not yet been received.  Given that the Town Hall survey had specifically identified the finials as a potential safety issue and had recommended their removal without delay, it was AGREED on this occasion to waive the requirement of the Council’s Financial Regulations for three quotes.

The two quotations were considered and it was AGREED to approve the quotation of works from Luke Grafton Stonemason Ltd, to remove the five stone finials from the Town Hall at a total cost of £4,890 + VAT and to authorise work to proceed.
187
FINANCE 
15/16

a)
To approve the grant awards to community groups for 2016/2017
It was AGREED to approve the grants in the sum of £22,500 as follows:

CSYAL





          £16,000
Henhayes Centre





£1,500
Heritage Centre





£1,500
ABCD







   £250
CUDOS






£1,000
Speedwell Club





£1,500
Tea Dance Group





   £250
Twinning Association




   £500
b)
To approve the Precept for 2016/17

It was AGREED to approve the precept in the sum of £341,543 with the allocation of Central Government Grant being £25,020 making the reduced precept £316,523.  The tax base of £2,474.50 made the equivalent Band D charge per household £127.91, an increase of £5.04 per household on the previous year.
c)
To report on the estimated level of general reserves as at 31 March 2016

It was AGREED to accept the recommendation in the report that the estimated level of general reserves as at 31 March 2016 would concur with the Council’s policy of maintaining a minimum of 25% of the precept as General Reserves.
d)
To receive the third quarter income and expenditure financial report

The report prepared by the Finance Officer was noted.

e)
To approve accounts for payment for January 2016 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the accounts for

January 2016 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.
Accounts for payment in the sum of £30,685.53 + VAT for January 2016 were approved.
b)
To report that the bank reconciliation has been completed for December 2015

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the bank reconciliation for 
December 2015.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 December 2015 was £365,133.25.
188
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
15/16
To agree articles for the inclusion in the next issue
The suggested articles were AGREED with minor amendments.
189
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES

15/16
b)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 11 January 2016


Noted.


b)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 11 January 2016


Noted.

c)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 11 January 2016

Noted. 
d)
Crewkerne & West Crewkerne Joint Burial Committee meeting held on 5 January 2016

Noted.

e)
Henhayes Summer Fete Working Group: notes from a meeting held on

12 January 2016
Noted.
190
REPORT FROM THE MAYOR ON HIS VISIT TO IGNY
15/16


The Mayor reported that himself, the Mayoress and Cheryl Newman (Chair of Twinning Association) had recently visited Igny, France.  They attended their ceremony of wishes to the people and the launch the English Igny Year as part of the 40th Anniversary of the twinning of Igny and Crewkerne.  The Mayor of Igny reported on Igny’s achievements over the past year, its future aspirations and spoke highly of Crewkerne.  

  
The Town Council had kindly been given a medal to commemorate the 40th Anniversary and it was hoped it could be displayed next to the Twinning Oath in the Town Hall.  He concluded by saying it had been a successful trip and emphasised the importance of maintaining the close links with Igny.  Finally, the Mayor thanked the Town Council for the opportunity to attend the event. 
191
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
15/16

Cllr. Miss Pritchard reported on a recent meeting of the Bincombe Beeches Management Committee.  She advised that the Committee had discussed the option to take part in the Queen’s birthday celebrations by the lighting of a beacon at Bincombe on 21 April.  The Committee had concluded that the lighting of a beacon was not in keeping with the nature of Bincombe as a haven of wildlife.
Cllr. Pailthorpe reported that he had received a card from the Deputy Clerk thanking the Town Council for her lovely send-off and it had been a pleasure working for the Council and Community.
192
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15/16


Monday 22 February 2016 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………


Dated: ………………………..
tc2Jan2016
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed

to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – STAFFING AND CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
193


15/16

194


15/16


The meeting closed at 7.40 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….
tc25Jan2016
TC -6-

