CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 23 November 2015 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, M. Best, Ms J. Dawson, Mrs K. Head,

B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Stuart, N. Sturtivant and

D. Wakeman.
In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Secretary Mrs J. Cowie, Cty. Cllr. J. Dyke and 1 member of the public.
1
31
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
15/16
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Mrs A. Singleton (at another meeting).
132
OPEN FORUM

15/16
No one wished to speak.
133
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

15/16

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting of Crewkerne Town Council held on

Monday 26 October 2015 be APPROVED.
134
declarations of interest
15/16


Cllr. Miss Pritchard declared personal interests in item 7 (friend of neighbour) and item 8 (cheque for travel expenses).
Cllr. Sturtivant declared a personal interest in item 11 (works at one of the properties being valued).

Cllr. Mrs Stuart declared a personal interest in item 7 (lives in close proximity).
135
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
15/16

Cty. Cllr. Dyke reported on the following items:
· Somerset County Council have encountered budget difficulties this year although, to date, this has not impacted on Cllr Dyke’s Health & Wellbeing budget.  Cllr Dyke advised that he had submitted applications for funding in support of the Happy Valley skatepark project and for the Aqua Centre.
· Cllr Dyke had submitted a Small Improvement Scheme application, for improvements to the junction of Blacknell Lane and South Street, together with the entrance to Thomson Drive.  A decision on whether this submission has been successful is awaited.  
Cllr. Best reported that there would be free car parking in Crewkerne car parks on the last two Saturdays in December.
136
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
15/16
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported on two items:

· The interim internal audit report had been received and had been circulated to Councillors.  The Clerk had added in draft responses to the auditor’s recommendations.  Councillors were asked to provide feedback to the Clerk at the earliest opportunity.
· There had been a number of applications received for the post of Deputy Clerk and the vacancy had now closed.
137
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15/16
To consider applications requiring observations by SSDC before the next Planning and Highways Committee:

15/04865/FUL 
Alterations, extension, increase terrace area, formation of pitched roofs, replacement windows and rendering of external walls (revised application part retrospective).
Newland, East Street, Crewkerne, Somerset, TA18 7AG



RECOMMEND APPROVAL
138
FINANCE 
15/16

a)
To approve accounts for payment for November 2015 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hodgson had verified the accounts for

October 2015 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.
Accounts for payment in the sum of £26,308.04 + VAT for November 2015 were approved.
b)
To report that bank reconciliations have been completed for October 2015

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hodgson had verified the bank reconciliations for 
October 2015.  It was noted that cash in hand and at the bank for October 2015

was £407,722.00.
The option of obtaining a Council credit card to purchase items was discussed briefly. The Clerk was asked to add this as a future agenda item for consideration at a Policy and Resources Committee meeting.
139
SKATEPARK
15/16
To approve the recommendation of the Skatepark working group
It was AGREED to support the recommendation of the Skatepark working group, to appoint Maverick as the preferred supplier for the skatepark project.  Councillors recognised that as the cost for the skatepark was £75,000, this would normally require the Council to undertake procurement using the tendering process.  However, as all three contractors had provided identical quotations, Councillors were content that the process of down-selection undertaken by the working group represented a controlled and measured selection process.  It was therefore AGREED that the requirement of the Financial Regulations for the use of the tender process could be waived on this occasion.  Councillors noted that Maverick were willing to work with the Council to help seek the necessary grant funding to allow the project to proceed. 
140
PROPOSED VISIT OF THE MAYOR TO IGNY
15/16
To consider whether Council wishes to support the invitation that the Mayor has received to attend the twinning 40th anniversary ceremony at Igny

Councillors expressed their full support for the Mayor representing Crewkerne at this important milestone.  It was AGREED to support the invitation for the Mayor to attend the Twinning 40th anniversary ceremony on Saturday 16 January 2016, at Igny, France, with travel costs covered up to a value of £500.
141
INSURANCE VALUATIONS FOR COUNCIL PROPERTIES
15/16
To authorise the insurance re-evaluation of the Council’s properties
The Clerk advised that, despite strenuous efforts, he had only been able to obtain two quotations.  It was therefore AGREED that the Council’s Financial Regulations could be waived on this occasion.  The two quotations were considered and it was AGREED to authorise Symonds & Sampson LLP to proceed with the insurance re-evaluation of the Council’s properties at a cost of £1,750 + VAT.  
142
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES

15/16
b)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 9 November 2015


Noted.


b)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 9 November 2015

Noted. 
143
CORRESPONDENCE
15/16



None.
144
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
15/16

Cllr. Miss Pritchard advised that she had had a productive meeting with Council staff to progress the development of the Council’s new website.
145
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15/16


Monday 21 December 2015 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
The meeting closed at 7.20 p.m.

Signed: ………………………
Dated: ……………………….
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