CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Crewkerne on Monday 14 September 2015 at 7.15 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllrs. M. Best (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, Ms J. Dawson, B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson,

R. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.
In Attendance:
The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, 2 members of the public and 1 member of the press.
27
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

15/16


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs K. Head (personal) and Mrs A. Stuart (personal).
28
OPEN FORUM
15/16
A member of the public referred to item 8 - Barn Street recreation ground and asked the Council to consider using some of the easement revenue to reinstate and build a rough stone wall on the edge of Town Hill Road along the bank as the area was messy and overgrown.  He added that if the wall was built, it would be advantageous if it could it be sited back slightly as the road was narrow and difficult for cars to be parked.  He then advised there was a broken gate post at Barn Street recreation ground which needed replacing to enable the gate to close.
29
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
15/16
Cllr. Best declared prejudicial interests in item 6 (Director of CLM) and item 9 (Director of CLM and member of CUDOS).  He also declared a personal interest in item 11 (member of CUDOS). 
Cllr. Ms Dawson declared a prejudicial interest in item 9 (Director of CSYAL).

Cllr. Hodgson declared personal interests in item 9 and 11 (friends and family were members of CUDOS).

Cllr. Mrs Jackson declared prejudicial interests in item 6 and 9 (Director of CLM).
Cllr. Miss Pritchard declared personal interests in item 9 and 11 (member of CUDOS).

Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared prejudicial interests in item 6 (Director of CLM) and item 9 (Director of CLM and CSYAL). 
Cllr. Sturtivant declared a prejudicial interest in item 6 (Manager of Crewkerne Aqua Centre).  He also declared personal interests in item 9 and 11 (VP of CUDOS).

30
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

15/16

It was AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 

Monday 12 July 2015 be APPROVED.
31
REPORTS
15/16

a)
Officer’s Report: to receive the Officer’s report
The report was discussed and noted.
The steepness of the slope at the entrance to Happy Valley was discussed, making pedestrian access difficult in wet conditions.  The Clerk agreed to investigate this matter.
Cllr. Mrs Jackson reported the main gate from Henhayes Lane was broken and cars were parking there.  The Clerk agreed to follow up this matter and report back.
b)
Projects and Works Report: to receive the September report from the Clerk
The report was discussed and noted.

The Chairman reported that he and Cllr. Pailthorpe had discussed the dugouts at Henhayes with the football club, who were happy with the existing permanent dugouts, albeit with a preference that they be painted a more suitable colour.  Some Councillors expressed a view that the existing dugouts were unsightly and that consideration should be given to replacing them with new, portable dugouts.
Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported that the bench donated from ABCD for the South Street car park flower beds had not yet had the wording carved in it and requested for it to be followed up.

Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant left the room at 7.28 p.m.

Cllr. Pailthorpe chaired the meeting for the following agenda item.

32
RE-FIREPROOFING OF THE AQUA CENTRE CLADDING
15/16
To consider the quotations received for the task and to authorise the work to proceed
The two quotations were considered and it was AGREED to approve the quotation to

re-fire proof Crewkerne Aqua Centre from R. L. Jeffery Building Contractors 

(contractor ‘A’) at a total cost of £5,416 + VAT and to authorise work to proceed.

The Council’s Financial Regulations were waived as the Clerk had been unable to 

obtain 3 quotes due to the specialist nature of the re-proofing coatings. 
Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant returned to the meeting at 7.30 p.m.

33
TREE FELLING AT BINCOMBE NATURE RESERVE
15/16
To consider the quotations received for the felling of the large Beech tree at Bincombe and to 


authorise the work to proceed
The two quotations were considered and it was AGREED to approve the quotation to fell a large Beech tree at Bincombe from Fern Garden Tree Services (contractor ‘A’) at a total cost of £2,700 + VAT and to authorise work to proceed.  The Council’s Financial Regulations were waived as the Clerk had been unable to obtain 3 quotes due the specialist nature of work required.
34
BARN STREET RECREATION GROUND
15/16
To endorse the District Valuer’s recommendation for the easement valuation in respect of the 


proposed works by Wales and West Utilities
After discussion it was AGREED to endorse the District Valuer’s recommendation for the easement valuation in respect of the proposed works by Wales and West Utilities. 
35
RENTS AND HIRE CHARGES
15/16
To consider the draft proposals in readiness for the forthcoming budget deliberations 
Councillors noted that the hire charges for the Aqua Centre and those for CSYAL’s GRC building lease and pitch lease were not open for discussion.  It was therefore not necessary for Councillors who had earlier declared a prejudicial interest against these items to leave the room.
Cllr. Best left the room only for the discussion with regards to the proposed charges for CUDOS, Cllr. Mrs Jackson chaired the discussion on this agenda point in his absence.

After discussions it was AGREED to recommend the draft proposals for the rents and hire charges in readiness for the forthcoming budget deliberations.

Cllr. Sturtivant referred to the lack of usage of the tennis courts and suggested that the Council should consider alternative uses for the land.  The Clerk will add this to a future Amenities agenda.
36
CREWKERNE YOUTH STEERING GROUP
15/16
To agree the following:

i)
Amended Terms of Reference for the Steering Group

It was AGREED to approve the amended Terms of Reference for the Crewkerne Youth Steering Group.
ii)
Updated Service Level Agreement between the Council and Active Learning & Skills

(ALS)

It was AGREED to approve the updated Service Level Agreement between the Council and ALS.

Cllr. Mrs Jackson agreed to seek clarification with regards to the protocol for working with 11+ and 16 year olds.
iii)
Proposed ALS budget

It was AGREED to approve the proposed ALS budget.
It was requested that a report for the year end actuals should also be provided. 

Cllr. Mrs Jackson agreed to follow up this request.
37
2016 FETE AND TOWN CRIER COMPETITION
15/16
To consider whether the Council wishes to mark the occasions of the 40th anniversary of the 

Twinning Association and HM the Queen’s 90th birthday at the fete.  To consider also whether Council support the proposal from CUDOS for a ‘Proms in the Park’ event during the evening of the fete.

It was considered and AGREED to mark the 40th anniversary of the Twinning Association and HM the Queen’s 90th birthday at the 2016 Fete.  It was also AGREED to support the proposal from CUDOS for a ‘Proms in the Park’ event during the evening of the fete.

38
TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES AND WORKING GROUP NOTES
15/16


a)
Happy Valley Working Group: notes from the meetings held on 10 July and

8 September 2015


Noted.

b)
George Reynolds Centre bi-monthly meetings: minutes from meetings held on

10 July and 8 September 2015


Noted.

c)
Henhayes Play Area Project Steering Group: notes form the meeting held on

7 August 2015



Noted.


d)
Crewkerne Youth Service Steering Group: notes for the meeting held on

20 July 2015



Noted.

39
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT

15/16

The Clerk reported the Bincombe Management Committee minutes for the meeting held on

1 September 2015 had been emailed to Councillors. 
40
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15/16

Monday 9 November 2015 after the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.
The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.
Signed: …………………..



Dated: ……………………
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AM - 4 -

