CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Crewkerne on Monday 11 July 2016 at 7.10 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs. M. Best (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, Ms J. Dawson, B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson, R. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart, N. Sturtivant and
D. Wakeman.
In Attendance:
The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, Amenities Operations Manager Mr M. Jay, 1 member of the public and 1 member of the press.
01
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

16/17


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Mrs K. Head (work commitments).
02
OPEN FORUM
16/17

No items raised.

03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
16/17


Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant declared a personal interest in agenda item 7 - Aqua Centre fire doors.
Cllr. Mrs Jackson declared a personal interest in agenda item 14 - Happy Valley correspondence.

Cllr Mrs Stuart declared a personal interest in agenda item 9 - Rugby Club equipment container.
Cllr. Miss Pritchard declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 - Extended opening of public toilets.

04
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

16/17

It was AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 
Monday 9 May 2016 be APPROVED.
05
PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORTS
16/17

The following points were raised from the report:

· The Clerk reported that there had been a break-in at the cemetery chapel workshop and a number of power tools had been stolen.  An insurance claim had been submitted and a review of security arrangements at the cemetery was underway.
· It was noted that the seats at Blacknell Lane had been replaced but that vehicles were still parking directly in front of the seats.  The Clerk advised that this issue had been reported to Highways but no response had been received to date.
· It was pointed out that the seats located on Hinton Hill were becoming overgrown with vegetation.  The Operations Manager was asked to investigate.

· With respect to the potential flooding risk at Henhayes, Cllr. Best clarified that the industrial park had been flooded twice.  He was due to meet with the owner of the industrial area adjacent to Henhayes, to discuss the issue.

06
HENHAYES PLAYGROUND PROJECT
16/17
To authorise the next phase of the work, which is the installation of the already-brought play equipment
After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise the work to proceed and that Contractor ‘B’ (GB Sport & Leisure) was the preferred contractor, provided that this contractor was available to undertake the works in the near future.  If this was not the case, then Contractor ‘A’ (Play UK) was to be approached.  Funding to be taken from General Reserves.
07
AQUA CENTRE: REPLACEMENT OF FIRE DOORS

16/17
To authorise the purchase of replacement fire doors
Cllr. Best advised that Crewkerne Leisure Management (CLM) had held a recent board meeting at which the question of replacement fire doors had been discussed.  CLM had agreed that their preference was for the replacement fire doors to be manufactured with full glass panelling.  CLM recognised that this would increase the cost of the fire doors in comparison with the quotations obtained by the Council, which were for part-glass panelled doors, and CLM were content to pay the difference in costs.
Given CLM’s position, the Operations Manager was asked to obtain revised quotations and it was agreed to defer this agenda item to a future meeting, pending availability of the revised quotations.

08
UPGRADE OF TOWN HALL STAFF OFFICE LIGHTING
16/17
To consider the quotation received for replacing the existing office lights with a low energy LED installation
After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise the replacement of the staff office lighting with LED fittings, in accordance with the quoted cost of £1159.90 (+ VAT).
09
RUGBY CLUB EQUIPMENT CONTAINER
16/17
To consider the request from Crewkerne Rugby Club for siting a shipping container on Henhayes

The Clerk advised that the Rugby Club had acquired an additional shipping container and wished to site it on Henhayes for the storage of equipment for the junior teams.  The proposed location for the container was adjacent to the Henhayes car park.  The Operations Manager explained that this location had the advantage of ease of access in terms of siting the container.

Councillors appreciated the request from the Rugby Club but did not accept the proposed siting of the container adjacent to the car park.  It was agreed that the siting of unsightly shipping containers close to the car park and therefore in a prominent position, was unacceptable.  It was also agreed that the storage containers should all be sited in a single location.  On this basis, the Clerk was asked to consider alternative options and bring these back to Council for consideration.
10
EXTENDED OPENING OF THE PUBLIC TOILETS
16/17
To consider the request from Crewkerne Rotary for the opening hours of the public toilets to be extended on the dates of the Crewkerne Fair
After discussion, it was AGREED to approve the request from Crewkerne Rotary for the opening hours of the public toilets to be extended on the dates of the Crewkerne Fair.
11
CHARITY FOOTBAL TOURNAMENT
16/17
To consider the request for live music to be played as part of the charity football tournament scheduled for 29 August 2016 on Henhayes

After discussion, it was AGREED to approve the playing of live music at Henhayes as part of the charity football tournament on 29 August, with the proviso that the music did not extend beyond 9.30 p.m.
12
WEST STREET MOSAIC
16/17
To consider the placing of a plaque to recognise the mosaic project

After discussion, it was AGREED that a proposal should be drawn up for a suitably worded plaque to be erected on the wall of the West Street building, to recognise the mosaic project.  Once a design had been drafted, this was to be taken to the owners of the West Street building for their approval.
13
TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES AND WORKING GROUP NOTES
16/17


a)
Bincombe Management Committee meeting held on 21 June 2016
Noted.

Cllr. Mrs Allman remarked that the suggestion by the Committee of using a Grasslok surface to provide wheelchair-friendly access to Bincombe was not viable, as this particular material was not suitable.  As Chairman of the Bincombe Committee, Cllr. Miss Pritchard thanked Cllr. Mrs Allman for her feedback and emphasised that increased Councillor participation in the Bincombe Management Committee meetings was very welcome.

b)
Henhayes Playground Project Working Group meeting held on 28 June 2016


Noted.

c)
Aqua Centre Bi-monthly meeting held on 28 June 2016

Noted.

d)
George Reynolds Centre Bi-monthly meeting held on 28 June 2016


Noted.

e)
Crewkerne Youth Service Steering group meeting held on 9 May 2016

Noted.

14
CORRESPONDENCE
16/17
To consider the two items of correspondence received regarding Happy Valley

Regarding the correspondence relating to the issue of dogs potentially fouling the sand pit area of Happy Valley, it was noted that this issue had been raised before.  After discussion, it was AGREED that the possibility of fencing off the area of the sandpit should be investigated.
Regarding the correspondence relating to trees in Happy Valley blocking light into a resident’s garden, the Operations Manager advised that he had assessed the trees in question and it was not clear whether these trees were situated on Town Council land.  It was agreed that the question of ownership of the land on which the trees were growing should be clarified prior to any further action being taken.
15
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT

16/17

None.
16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

16/17

Monday 12 September 2016 after the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.
Signed: …………………..
Dated: ……………………
am11Jul2016
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be

transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed

to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – CONTRACTUAL MATTERS

17


16/17

18


16/17

19


16/17


20


16/17

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

Signed: ………………….. 

Dated: ……………………
am11Jul2016
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