
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Crewkerne on Monday 14 May 2018 at 7.10 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs. Mrs R. Jackson (Chairman), M. Best, Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson, R. Pailthorpe, 
Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.
In attendance: Town Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, Amenities Operations Manager Mr M. Jay and 1 member of the press.
70
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

17/18


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (personal) and P. Bradly (personal).
71
OPEN FORUM
17/18

No items raised.
72
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

17/18


It was AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 
Monday 12 March 2018 be APPROVED.
73
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
17/18


Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Singleton and Sturtivant, all declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 (Hydrotherapy facility at the Aqua Centre).
Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared a personal interest in agenda item 9 (Requests for the use of Henhayes recreation ground).

74
PROJECT AND WORKS REPORT
17/18
To receive the May 2018 report
The key points of discussion on the May 2018 Project & Works report were as follows:

Existing projects
· Relocate town centre bus stops: Cllr. Mrs Singleton asked the status of the safety audit for the Market Street/South Street junction.  Cllr. Best advised that the audit was part of the related Small Improvement Scheme (SIS), but that all SIS’s were currently not being progressed by County Council.  In view of this, Cllr. Mrs Singleton recommended that the Town Council investigate separately funding the safety audit, potentially using the ring-fenced funding.  Councillors agreed that this should be explored.
Potential new projects

· Teen shelter at Henhayes: Cllr. Mrs Singleton reported that she had visited Wincanton recently, where there was a good example of a teen shelter.  The Clerk added that modern teen shelters were of a much improved design in comparison with the old teen shelter at Happy Valley.
· Pathway around Henhayes: Cllr. Pailthorpe reminded Councillors that the idea of a pathway around the perimeter of Henhayes had previously been explored, with the main problem being the impact on the cricket field.

· Sports pitches in Crewkerne: the Chairman reported that an initial meeting had been held with the key stakeholders which had proven very positive.  The group had explored the potential for increased community use of the sports pitches in Crewkerne and had agreed that the first step was to undertake a condition survey.
Maintenance

· Henhayes storage containers: Councillors expressed some concern that there might be health and safety implications around the cricket club’s use of one of the storage containers for the storage of fuel.  The Operations Managers was asked to undertake a health & safety audit of the containers.
· Waterlogged area of Henhayes playground: the Chairman reported that the contractor had recently undertaken the work to install a drainage channel and soakaway, to improve drainage in the “moat” area of the playground.
75
HENHAYES PLAYGROUND
17/18
To consider the quotation for the addition of a thick paved pathway ‘spur’ from the main
pathway to the central play area
Councillors discussed the two options presented for the construction of a brick paving “spur” from the main pathway to the central play area.  Cllr. Pailthorpe pointed out that, over recent years, the Council had made a very significant investment to enhance the playground and its facilities.  He therefore recommended that the Council select the brick paving option which had a greater surface area and was curved in shape, making it aesthetically more pleasing.  After further discussion, it was AGREED that, in view of the specialist nature of the works involved, it was acceptable on this occasion to waive the requirement of the Financial Regulations for three quotations.  It was further AGREED to install brick paving in the Henhayes playground from the main pathway to the central play area, in accordance with the “curved option” quotation received from AA Pike Construction Ltd and in accordance with the quoted cost of £3,365 + VAT.
76
COUNCIL CHAMBER AND VICTORIA HALL WORKING GROUP
17/18
To receive the notes from the Council Chamber and Victoria Hall working group meeting held on 9 April 2018 and to consider the recommendations contained therein

Councillors reviewed the following recommendations of the Council Chamber/Victoria Hall working group:
· Installation of a hearing loop in the Chamber: it was agreed to accept this recommendation.

· Use of grounds staff to redecorate the Chamber: the Chairman pointed out a number of pitfalls of utilising grounds staff to redecorate the Chamber whenever the weather was so bad that they were unable to work outdoors.  In particular, she emphasised that this would mean an ad-hoc approach to the task of redecoration, which would potentially involve prolonged disruption to the Chamber.  It was agreed that redecoration of the Chamber was a lower priority than the Victoria Hall, and therefore that the question of redecoration of the Chamber would be deferred until after the redecoration of the Victoria Hall had been addressed.
· Chamber furniture: the Operations Manager reported that he had inspected the large table and determined that it would be possible to disassemble it.  As a result, it would not be necessary to remove the main Chamber window in order to remove the table from the room.  It was agreed that the next step should be for the working group to explore options for new seating arrangements, paying attention to the available space within the Chamber, and with a view to establishing the costs involved.
· Victoria Hall redecoration: it was agreed that the Operations Manager should obtain quotations for the redecoration of the Victoria Hall woodwork.

77
HENHAYES SUMMER FETE
17/18
To receive a briefing from the Deputy Clerk
The Deputy Clerk provided a summary of the arrangements for the forthcoming Henhayes Summer Fete and Town Crier competition, which was scheduled for Saturday 9 June between 2 and 5pm.
78
REQUESTS FOR THE USE OF HENHAYES RECREATION GROUND
17/18
To consider the following requests for the use of the Henhayes recreation ground
· CSYAL, for a cider festival to be held on Sunday 27 May 2018.
· Active Learning & Skills, for a series of South Somerset District Council Summer Play Days, to be held on 26 July, 2 August and 9 August 2018.
It was AGREED to approve the above requests for the use of Henhayes recreation ground subject to the usual conditions, but pointing out in particular that the organisations involved needed to ensure that all rubbish was removed by them immediately after the events.

79
HYDROTHERAPY FACILITY AT THE AQUA CENTRE

17/18
To consider a suggestion from a member of the public that the Town Council and Crewkerne Leisure Management jointly assess the feasibility of creating a 


Hydrotherapy facility at the Aqua Centre

Councillors reviewed the proposed response compiled by Crewkerne Leisure Management (CLM) to the suggestion that a hydrotherapy facility be created at the Aqua Centre.  It was agreed that the CLM response was fair and reflected the fact that the Aqua Centre was a leisure centre and not a health spa.  It was therefore AGREED that the Council should issue a response to the resident who had raised the suggestion, in accordance with the CLM wording.
80
TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES AND WORKING GROUP NOTES
17/18


a)
Henhayes Playground Project working group meeting held on 23 April 2018
Noted.
81
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT

17/18


No matters raised.
82
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

17/18

Monday 9 July 2018 after the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.
The meeting closed at 7.56 p.m.

Signed: …………………..
Dated: ……………………
am14May2018
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