CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Crewkerne on Monday 9 May 2016 at 7.16 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs. M. Best (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, Ms J. Dawson, Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson,            Mrs R. Jackson, R. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton and D. Wakeman.
In Attendance:
The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, Amenities Operations Manager Mr M. Jay, 3 members of the public and 1 member of the press.
79
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

15/16


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs A. Stuart (unwell) and

N. Sturtivant (personal).
80
OPEN FORUM
15/16

A member of the public commented on the difficulty in hearing some speakers at the recent Annual Town Meeting of Electors and suggested that the Council considered the use of a microphone stand.
81
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
15/16


Cllrs. Best, Mrs Jackson and Mrs Singleton declared a personal interest in agenda items 7 (Aqua Centre cladding) and 11 (use of Henhayes recreation ground).

Cllr. Ms Dawson declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 (Cider Festival).
82
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

15/16

It was AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 
Monday 14 March 2016 be APPROVED.
83
REPORTS
15/16

a)
Project and Works report
The following points within the report were discussed:
· Town Hall finials: the Chairman advised that four of the five finials had now been removed.  These were not repairable and replacements would need to be produced.  The old finials would then be donated to the Crewkerne Museum, who had requested them.   A cost for removal of the fifth finial had now been obtained, of £2,040 plus VAT.  This task, which required the erection of scaffolding, was planned to be carried out very shortly.
· Aqua Centre: the Operations Manager advised Councillors that the results of the survey of the zinc roof had shown that its condition was better than anticipated, with the main issue being the internal gutter channelling, which would require the application of a spray coating to provide improved insulation.
He also reported that a post and rail fence had been temporarily erected next to the path outside the Aqua Centre pods, pending a more permanent solution to the pathway and retaining wall.

· Skatepark: it was noted that the Clerk had circulated the details of the skatepark planning application to all Councillors.
· Southmead mural: Cllr. Mrs Jackson advised that a date for the Southmead mural project had now been fixed, of 31 May 2016.
· CCTV repair: the Deputy Clerk reported that she had contacted both Waitrose and South Somerset District Council, to establish whether they were willing to provide a financial contribution to the cost of repairing the CCTV system.  Waitrose had declined to make a contribution.  No reply had yet been received from SSDC.
84
HENHAYES PLAYGROUND PROJECT PHASE 2
15/16
To authorise the next phase of the work, which is the necessary groundworks
The Clerk reported that it had been extremely difficult to obtain quotations for this work, with only two quotations being able to be obtained.  It was therefore AGREED on this occasion to waive the requirement of the Financial Regulations for three quotations.

After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise A. A. Pike Construction (Contractor ‘A’) to undertake the groundworks, at their quoted cost of £10,413 (+ VAT), the costs to be taken from the remaining Earmarked Reserves allocated to the Henhayes playground project (£8,000), with the remainder to be taken from General Reserves.
85
AQUA CENTRE CLADDING
15/16
To authorise the work to re-fireproof the Aqua Centre cladding
Councillors considered the three quotations obtained for the work.  After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise Grinters to undertake the re-fireproofing of the cladding, at their quoted cost of £7,659.32 (+ VAT).
86
REPAIR OF ROUNDABOUT AT HENHAYES PLAYGROUND
15/16
To authorise the repair to the roundabout
After consideration of the quotations obtained it was AGREED to authorise MNR Projects Ltd to undertake the repair to the roundabout, at their quoted cost of £1,250 (+ VAT).

Cllr. Mrs Head advised that she had discussed the repair of the disabled-friendly roundabout with Crewkerne Action for the Disabled, who were keen to make a financial contribution and would contact the Clerk accordingly.
87
REPLACEMENT COOKER FOR VICTORIA HALL KITCHEN
15/16
To authorise the purchase of a cooker and filter canopy

The Operations Manager reported that the quotation from Aspen Services of Bridgewater for the cooker and filter canopy, compared extremely favourably with prices available via the internet.  After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise the purchase and installation of a Lincat ESLR9C cooker and a Lincat Model No. L3 filter canopy from Aspen Services, at their quoted costs of £2,502 (+ VAT).  
It was noted that the old gas cooker would be removed shortly and it was hoped that a financial donation would be made for this.
Cllr. Pailthorpe advised that Aspen Services had been involved in the fitting of the kitchen equipment at the George Reynolds Centre (GRC) and would therefore be in a good position to advise on repair/replacement of the faulty kitchen extractor at the GRC.  The Operations Manager was asked to follow up this lead.
88
MAPPING SOFTWARE
15/16
To authorise the purchase of mapping software
After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise the purchase from Pear Technology of digital mapping software and associated training, at the quoted cost of £675 (+ VAT) and £500 (+ VAT) respectively, together with the associated technical support and software update annual support cost of £140 (+ VAT) per annum, the costs to be taken from the IT budget.
89
USE OF HENHAYES RECREATION GROUND FOR EVENTS
15/16

Councillors considered the following requests for use of the Henhayes recreation ground:
· Crewkerne Junior Triathlon on 3 July

· Charity football tournament on 29 August

· Exercise classes during the summer months
It was AGREED to approve these requests.  The Clerk was asked to ensure that these groups liaised with the sports clubs to ensure no disruption to their matches.
90
CIDER FESTIVAL
15/16
To consider the request from CSYAL to erect two banners advertising the event


It was AGREED to approve this request.
91
TENNIS COURTS
15/16
To consider the request to run junior tennis coaching sessions

Councillors fully supported the request from Mr Dodson of Tie-Break Tennis to run tennis coaching sessions.  The Clerk was asked to liaise with Mr Dodson accordingly.
The Chairman advised that an inspection of the tennis courts had recently been carried out by himself, the Clerk and the Operations Manager.  From this visit, it had been concluded that the courts could benefit greatly from a project to improve them, including re-treating the court surface and replacement of the net stanchions.  It was also considered that grant funding would almost certainly be available to help fund such a project.  Councillors fully supported the principle of a project to improve the tennis courts.  
The Clerk and Operations Manager were asked to gather cost and potential grant funding information, for further consideration by the Committee. 
92
SSDC COMMUNITY OFFICE IN THE TOWN HALL
15/16
To consider SSDC’s request to ‘hold over’ the lease
It was AGREED to approve SSDC’s request to ‘hold over’ the lease of the Town Hall community office.
93
TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES AND WORKING GROUP NOTES
15/16


a)
Bincombe Management Committee: notes from the meeting held on 12 April 2016
Noted.

94
BINCOMBE DEVELOPMENT BUDGET
15/16
To consider the recommendation from the Bincombe Management Committee for a dedicated Bincombe development budget

Cllr. Miss Pritchard advised that a dedicated development Bincombe budget was recommended, to allow provision for the potential costs involved in gaining Green Flag status.  Councillors supported the addition of a “Bincombe development” budget heading and the Clerk was asked to ensure that such a budget heading was included in the autumn budget planning process.
95
CORRESPONDENCE
15/16
To note correspondence received
The correspondence received regarding the Wednesday market was noted.
96
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT

15/16

Cllr Ms Dawson reported that there had been a further occurrence of unauthorised parking of vehicles outside the George Reynolds Centre, despite the recent installation of bollards.  The Clerk was asked to investigate how these vehicles had gained access and to install additional bollards as necessary to ensure that vehicles are not able to drive up to the GRC entrance.
Cllr Mrs Jackson reported that the Youth Steering Group had met recently and they had confirmed that the Youth Club was still suspended although, in conjunction with the Police, they were hopeful that the suspension would be able to be lifted in the very near future.

Cllr Mrs Head advised that she had discussed the possible creation of disabled access to Bincombe with the Crewkerne Action for Disabled community group.  The group were keen to engage with the Bincombe Management Committee to pursue a means of improving disabled access to Bincombe and would contact the Clerk accordingly.
97
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15/16

Monday 11 July 2016 after the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.03 p.m.
Signed: …………………..
Dated: ……………………
am09May2016
AM - 1 -

