
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Crewkerne on Monday 9 July 2018 at 7.02 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs. Mrs R. Jackson (Chairman), P. Bradly, Mrs K. Head, R. Pailthorpe,
Miss K. Pritchard and D. Wakeman.
In attendance: Town Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, Amenities Operations Manager Mr M. Jay, 2 members of the public and 1 member of the press.
01
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

18/19


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (personal), M. Best (personal), B. Hodgson (unwell), Mrs A. Singleton (personal), N. Sturtivant (personal) and Mrs A. Stuart (personal).
02
OPEN FORUM
18/19

Crewkerne in Bloom: a member of the Crewkerne in Bloom community group provided Councillors with an update on the project.  She explained that good progress had been made, with several planters and hanging baskets now in place around the town, with very positive feedback received.  Local companies had generously provided both funding and items of equipment, including a watering trolley.  The group were still searching for a suitable location in the town centre to store the trolley and asked Councillors if they could suggest a suitable location.
03
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

18/19


It was AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 
Monday 14 May 2018 be APPROVED.
04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
18/19


Cllr. Mrs Jackson declared a personal interest in agenda item 5 (Project & Works report – Aqua Centre).
Cllr. Mrs Head declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 (use of Henhayes).
05
PROJECT AND WORKS REPORT
18/19
To receive the July 2018 report
The key points of discussion on the July 2018 Project and Works report were as follows:

Projects
· Bincombe parking: Cllr. Mrs Head reported that a meeting was planned with the original developer involved in the “land swap” at Bincombe, to better understand the history.  This was then to be followed by a meeting with local residents to discuss parking arrangements at the Beechwood Drive entrance.
· Barn Street: it was noted that the £5,000 currently in Earmarked Reserves was originally linked to making improvements to the boundary wall which had been disturbed by the work of the utilities company.  However, the Amenities Operations Manager advised that the area of banking in question had been made good by the utilities contractor and remained in a reasonable condition.  It was agreed that Councillors should view the area in question before further discussing possible use of the wayleave funds.

· New car park on former Millers Garage site: Cllr. Pailthorpe reported that a meeting had been held recently with SSDC officers to discuss the plans for the proposed car park.  At this meeting, SSDC had made it clear that limited visibility splays meant that it was not possible to create a combined entrance and exit onto East Street, making the connection through to the Henhayes car park an essential element of the scheme.  The meeting had explored the planned mitigation to deter use of the car park as a short cut, together with car park lighting and details of the wall between the car park and Wyvern Court.  Cllr. Pailthorpe added that he expected SSDC to provide additional detail on these aspects, to allow the Town Council to properly review the planning application at the forthcoming Full Town Council meeting.
· Grounds staff workshop and welfare facility: Cllr. Wakeman reported that some initial consideration had been given to a possible location of the workshop/welfare facility.  This had ruled out the use of Severalls but the Barn Street recreation ground remained a possible option, subject to a check on whether any restrictive covenants were in place on the land.

Cllr. Pailthorpe made the point that the Council had discussed an option to introduce a garden/arboretum area into the Barn Street recreation ground.  It would therefore be sensible to consider this idea and that of the workshop/welfare facility as interlinked.

Cllr. Mrs Jackson explained that the Amenities Operations Manager had drawn up a draft specification for the workshop/welfare facility, which would be useful moving forwards in helping to explore options.
· Lucombe oak lighting: Cllr. Mrs Jackson explained that any up-lighting installed to light up the Lucombe oak would have no effect in improving the ambient lighting in this area.  She therefore recommended that the suggestion of installing lighting was not taken forwards.  Councillors supported this proposal.
· Council Chamber improvements: Cllr. Wakeman reported that, with the support of the Amenities Operations Manager, the option had been explored to replace the existing Chamber furniture with new furniture configured in a horseshoe arrangement.  Unfortunately, this did not appear to be feasible because of the narrowness of the room.
Maintenance

· Bins: Cllr. Mrs Jackson explained that the Deputy Clerk and the Grounds Maintenance Supervisor had produced a map illustrating the location of the Town Council’s bins.  With this in mind, she requested that Councillors consider whether there were any litter “hot spots” in the town which could potentially benefit from the addition of a bin.
06
HAPPY VALLEY DRIVEWAY
18/19
To approve the work required to tarmac the driveway and turning circle at Happy Valley
The Amenities Operations Manager reported that a second quotation had now been received for the tarmacking of the main driveway and turning circle at Happy Valley.  Despite his best efforts, he had been unable to obtain a third quotation.  Given this, it was AGREED on this occasion to waive the requirements of the Financial Regulations for three quotations.

After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise Avalon Surfacing & Construction Co. Ltd to undertake the tarmacking of the main driveway and turning circle at Happy Valley in accordance with their quotation and at the quoted cost of £7,988 + VAT.

07
GOAL POSTS FOR HENHAYES
18/19
To approve the purchase of replacement goal posts for the Henhayes recreation ground

After discussion, it was AGREED to approve the purchase of a replacement set of goalposts for the Henhayes recreation field at a cost of £829 + VAT.
08
USE OF HENHAYES
18/19
To approve the request from the Rugby Club for the use of Henhayes for a summer camp
After discussion, it was AGREED to approve the request from the Rugby Club for the use of Henhayes for a summer camp, subject to the usual conditions.

09
TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES AND WORKING GROUP NOTES
18/19


a)
Bincombe Management Committee meeting held on 3 July 2018
Noted.
10
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT

18/19


The Clerk reported that a request had been received for the hire of the Council’s gazebos for a private function.  Councillors considered that, in principle, it was reasonable to hire out the gazebos as this brought in income.  Councillors agreed that, on a trial basis and subject to suitable t’s and c’s being drawn up, the gazebos should be available to rent out, with the rent being set at £25 per gazebo.  The hiring out of gazebos could be re-assessed at the September Amenities Committee meeting, as part of the review of rents and hire charges.
11
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

18/19

Monday 10 September 2018 after the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.
The meeting closed at 7.44 p.m.

Signed: …………………..
Dated: ……………………
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