
CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Crewkerne on Monday 8 May 2017 at 7.16 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs. M. Best (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, P. Bradly, Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson,
Mrs R. Jackson, R. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, Mrs A. Stuart,

N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman.
In Attendance:
The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Amenities Operations Manager Mr M. Jay, Admin Officer 

Mrs J. Cowie, 1 member of the press and 2 members of the public.
67
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

16/17


None.
68
OPEN FORUM
16/17

No one wished to speak.
69
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

16/17


It was AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 
Monday 13 March 2017 be APPROVED.
70
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
16/17


Cllr. Mrs Singleton expressed a prejudicial interest in agenda item 7 (GRC kitchen extractor).
71
PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORTS
16/17
To receive the May 2017 report
The following points were discussed regarding the Project and Works report:
· Town Hall: the Chairman gave a presentation summarising the priority remedial works proposed to be undertaken this summer on the Town Hall building.  He explained that the focus for this first phase should be as follows:

· East face
· Replacement of the large window/door: work was due to commence imminently.
· Replacement/repair of the small oval window: agenda item.

· Repair of the kitchen window: repair completed. To be painted.

· South face

· South face to be fully scaffolded.  No road closure required.
· Stonework to be repaired.

· Front face finials to be replaced.

· Windows to be redecorated.

· Gutters to be cleaned and painted.

· Commemorative stone tablet words to be re-painted.
· Potential improvements to disabled access to Victoria Hall to be assessed.

· West face

· Re-facing of the lower external walls in parallel with addressing the issue of damp within the town council offices.
· Painting of the ground floor doors and windows.

Cllr. Miss Pritchard recommended that a principal contractor be appointed to manage the complete project for the building.  The Amenities Operations Manager pointed out that a local reputable stonemason he had consulted, was willing to provide a quotation encompassing all trades and including the scaffolding.
Cllr. Pailthorpe emphasised the need for the Council to act quickly, as the works could only be carried out during the summer months.

After further discussion, it was AGREED to support the approach proposed by the Chairman.  The Amenities Operations Manager was asked to expedite the receipt of quotations for this phase of the work, with a view to bringing them to Council at the earliest opportunity.

· Henhayes playground: the Amenities Operations Manager reported that the existing picnic bench, which had been in a poor state of repair, had been vandalised recently and the bench had needed to be scrapped.  A new bench was already on order.  The Chairman reported that the recently planted tree donated by the Rotary Club had been knocked out of position.  Grounds staff had since re-seated the tree and installed protective fencing.
· Bincombe: Cllr. Miss Pritchard reported that plans were well advanced for the Bincombe Fayre.  In terms of future development, the Bincombe Committee had agreed that the next area of focus should be on improvements to disabled access to the site.
· Aqua Centre: regarding the issue of condensation in the roof, the Chairman advised that, disappointingly, the long-awaited report had still not been received from the surveyor.  The issue of a water leak under the floor was still under investigation, with the current focus being on the use of dye tests to attempt to trace the leak.  The Chairman also advised that he was due to meet senior representatives from the manufacturer of the replacement fire doors, to discuss resolution of the quality and workmanship issues.
· Happy Valley pathways: the Chairman reported that the upper level pathway at Happy Valley was being undermined by damage from badgers.  Cllr. Mrs Head added that the poor state of this path had been highlighted by the Crewkerne Action for Disabled group.  A site meeting had taken place with specialists and it appeared that there could be options to undertake remedial works to the path, although these were likely to be costly.  A report from the specialists was awaited.

72
REPAIRS TO VICTORIA HALL OVAL KITCHEN WINDOW FRAME
16/17
To authorise the work required to repair the oval window frame on the East side of the

Victoria Hall
The Clerk advised that two quotations had been received for the remedial work on the oval window and copies of these quotations were distributed to Councillors.  After discussion, it was AGREED to authorise Glasswood to undertake the work in accordance with their quotation and at the quoted cost of £1600 (+ VAT).
73
GEORGE REYNOLDS CENTRE KITCHEN EXTRACTOR
16/17
To authorise the improvements necessary to the kitchen extractor system in the George

Reynolds Centre
The Chairman advised that a quotation for the work had been obtained, but the Amenities Operations Manager was awaiting a second quotation.  On the basis, it was agreed to defer this item until the next Council meeting.
74
USE OF HENHAYES RECREATION GROUND FOR EVENTS
16/17
To consider the following requests for use of the Henhayes recreation ground
· Summer Soccer School: to be held on 5, 12, 19 and 26 August 2017
· Summer Holiday Playdays (organised by ALS): to be held on 27 July, 3 August

and 8 August 2017

· Crewkerne Junior Triathlon: to be held on 2 July 2017

It was AGREED to approve all of the above requests, subject to the usual conditions.

75
CIDER FESTIVAL
16/17
To consider the request from CSYAL to erect a banner advertising the event

It was AGREED to approve the request for a banner advertising the cider festival.
76
USE OF BINCOMBE
16/17
To consider a request from a local arborist to allow the trees at Bincombe to be used for 


training in tree climbing

After discussion, it was AGREED to approve the request from a local arborist to use the trees at Bincombe for the teaching of tree climbing, on condition that:
· as a quid pro quo, the arborist should be asked to assess the trees in the area of Bincombe that he was using.

· he provided evidence of the necessary insurance.

· notices were displayed, cautioning that this was specifically a commercial activity.
77
SUMMER FETE
16/17
To confirm the date of the next Summer Fete as 9 June 2018


The date of 9 June 2018 for the next Summer Fete was confirmed.
78
TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES AND WORKING GROUP NOTES
16/17


a)
Bincombe Management Committee meeting held on 25 April 2017
Noted.
b)
Market Working Group meeting held on 27 March 2017



Noted.

c)
Notes from a meeting with CAD to discuss disable access to Victoria Hall



Noted.
79
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT

16/17


None.
80
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

16/17

Monday 10 July 2017 after the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.
Signed: …………………..
Dated: ……………………
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