CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Crewkerne on Tuesday 26th May 2015 at 7.15 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllrs. M. Best (Chairman), Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson, Mrs R. Jackson, R. Pailthorpe,

Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Stuart and N. Sturtivant.
In Attendance:
The Deputy Clerk Mrs A. Roffey, 1 member of the public and 1 member of the press.
01
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

15/16


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (unwell), Ms J. Dawson (work commitments), Mrs A. Singleton (another meeting) and D. Wakeman (personal).
02
OPEN FORUM
15/16

No one wished to speak.
03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
15/16
Cllr. Mrs Jackson declared a personal interest in items 6 c) - projects and works and item 7 – Happy Valley improvement project ((husband was Chairman of Crewkerne Rugby Football Club).

Cllr. Mrs Head declared a personal interest in items 6 c) – projects and works and item 7 – Happy Valley improvement project (VP of Crewkerne Rugby Football Club).
04
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

15/16

It was AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 

Monday 9th March 2015 be APPROVED.
05
OFFICER’S REPORT
15/16
To receive a report
The Officer’s report was noted.

06
TO CONSIDER VARIOUS REPORTS
15/16

a)
Projects and works – an updated progress report

The report was noted.

Cllr. Best congratulated the Grounds Staff for their hard work on creating a wildlife habitat and bug hotel in collaboration with St. Bartholomew’s School in Happy Valley.
Cllr. Miss Pritchard noted that the Bincombe Beeches Management Committee had not met recently but she hoped they would do so soon.  However Volunteer Day events, led by the Grounds Supervisor, continue on the third Thursday of every month, the next meeting would be on 18th June 2015.
b)
Southmead Crescent Mural project – to consider a quotation to render the walls in order that the youth project can proceed in the summer holidays

The quotation was considered and it was AGREED to recommend approval of the quotation of works from R. L. Jeffrey Building Contractors to render the walls in Southmead Crescent playground at a total cost of £600.00 + VAT in order that the youth group can proceed with a mural project in the summer holidays.
c)
Henhayes Recreation Ground – proposed compound area

After discussion it was AGREED that a working party be set up to include

Cllrs. Best and Pailthorpe to progress the proposed compound area project at Henhayes Recreation Ground and liaise with the sports clubs.
07
HAPPY VALLEY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – INCLUDING REPLACEMENT
15/16
SKATEBOARDING EQUIPMENT

To consider a report and to agree a new Steering Group to progress the project
The report was considered and it was AGREED to set up a new steering group with

Cllrs. Best, Mrs Head and Sturtivant to progress the Happy Valley improvement project and to agree the Terms of Reference at Full Town Council.
08
YOUTH SERVICE AND STREETSPACE
15/16

a)
To receive the minutes of the Steering Group held on 20th April 2015

Noted.

Cllr. Mrs Jackson reported that Active Learning and Skills were now engaging with more young people.

b)
To consider a report regarding the continuation of the Streetspace project

Cllr. Mrs Jackson advised that during the winter months most of the Streetspace work had been around the town centre rather than at Happy Valley, which was not a true representation of the work they might provide.  She felt it would be appropriate to recommend the project continues over the forthcoming summer months before making any decision as to how to move forward.

The report was considered and after discussion it was AGREED to recommend to Full Town Council to fund the project for a further 6 months to enable Streetspace to continue their work during the summer months and to review the situation again once this period was over.  Streetspace might also be asked to attend a future meeting to provide an update on their work.
09
SEVERALLS WAR MEMORIAL GROUNDS
15/16

a)
To receive figures on the usage of the tennis courts in 2014 compared to 2013 and consider how the usage might be improved
The figures regarding the usage of the tennis courts were noted and various ideas on how to promote and increase the usage of the tennis courts were discussed.  It was AGREED to implement various suggestions in the first instance and review again in due course.

b)
To consider a quotation to rebuild a damaged boundary wall

The quotation was considered and it was AGREED that in view of the fact that the damaged wall was deemed a health and safety risk the Council’s Financial Regulations could be waived and just one quotation accepted in order to expedite the repair.  The quotation of works from R. L. Jeffery Building Contractors to proceed with the repair works to the damaged boundary wall in Lang Road (bowling green) at a total cost of £2,400.00 + VAT was therefore approved.
10
CORRESPONDENCE
15/16
To consider a report regarding Public Liability Insurance for public hire of the Victoria Hall 

and a letter from Crewkerne Skittles League regarding their league’s forthcoming event in the hall
The report and letter from Crewkerne Skittles League were considered.

After considerable discussion it was AGREED in the first instance to contact the Town Council’s Insurance Broker to discuss the possibility of obtaining public liability insurance cover for this event under the Council’s insurance but that should this not be possible or the Crewkerne Skittles League did not wish to pay, the booking could not proceed.
11
PARISH PATHS
15/16
To consider the maintenance of the paths

The maintenance of the paths was considered and it was AGREED to ask Cllr. Ms Dawson to carry out a survey of the parish paths and report back on a way forward at the next Amenities Committee meeting on 13th July 2015.
12
TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES
15/16


a)
George Reynolds Centre Bi-monthly Committee of 14th April


Noted.


b)
Henhayes Play Area Project Steering Group 11th May


Noted.
13
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT

15/16


There was nothing to report.
14
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15/16

Monday 13th July 2015 after the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.11 p.m.
Signed: …………………..



Dated: ……………………
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