CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Crewkerne on Monday 13 July 2015 at 7.17 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllrs. M. Best (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, Ms J. Dawson, Mrs K. Head, B. Hodgson,

Mrs R. Jackson, R. Pailthorpe, Miss K. Pritchard, Mrs A. Singleton, N. Sturtivant and

D. Wakeman.
In Attendance:
The Clerk Mr P. Davidson, Mr A. Stevenson Volunteer Co-ordinator of Somerset County Council Rights of Way, 1 member of the public and 1 member of the press.
15
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

15/16


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Mrs A. Stuart (personal).
16
OPEN FORUM
15/16

No one wished to speak.
17
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
15/16
Cllr. Mrs Head declared a personal interest in item 6 a) (husband VP of Crewkerne Rugby Football Club).

Cllr. Mrs Jackson declared a personal interest in item 6 a) (husband was Chairman of Crewkerne Rugby Football Club).

Cllr. Mrs Singleton declared a personal interest in item 6 a) (husband VP of Crewkerne Ruby Football Club).

18
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

15/16

It was AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 

Tuesday 26 May 2015 be APPROVED.
19
REPORTS
15/16

a)
Parish Paths – to receive a verbal report from Andy Stevenson (Volunteer

Co-ordinator Somerset County Council Rights of Way)
Mr Stevenson explained that the team were responsible for maintaining approximately 6,000 km of rights of way across the county, which included looking after the surfaces, stiles, gates and signs.  They also benefited from the additional help of volunteers, land owners, individuals and those parishes that had a Parish Paths Liaison Officer, to keep an eye on the condition of the paths and promote the trails.  Mr Stevenson co-ordinated the volunteers across the county and advised that the volunteer effort last year amounted to over 15,000 hours.  Last week a new scheme was launched called ‘Adopt a Path’ where anyone that lived close to a path or regularly walked or cycled a path, would be able to share the role of maintenance with a Parish Paths Liaison Officer.  It was hoped that this scheme would assist in the maintenance of the paths, as well as giving early identification of problems.
Councillors expressed their support for the ‘Adopt a Path’ scheme and requested it to be included in the quarterly newsletter, with a link to be added on the Town Council website.


To receive a written report from Cllr. Ms Dawson on the current state of the rights

of way
Noted.

Mr Stevenson advised that the issues raised in the report would be addressed.
b)
Officer’s Report – to receive an update from the Clerk (for information only)


Noted.
The Clerk reported that the results of the Bincombe photography competition would be announced on 20 July 2015 and the entries would be displayed in the Local Information Centre.
Cllr. Best referred to the ABSIC (A Better Skatepark in Crewkerne) report and congratulated the group for the money they had raised so far.

c)
Project and Works Report – to receive the July report from the Clerk


Noted.
Cllr. Sturtivant requested the ‘Aqua Centre guttering’ to be included in the Project and Works Report.

20
HENHAYES RECREATION GROUNDS
15/16

a)
To consider a letter from the Crewkerne Rugby Club regarding permission to erect a marquee on the grounds for the purpose of holding its 40th Anniversary celebrations
The letter was considered and it was AGREED in principle for the Crewkerne Rugby Football Club to erect a marquee on Henhayes recreation ground providing there would be no detrimental effect to the grounds, the necessary licences and public liability insurance would be in place and to advise the club that the siting of the marquee should be closer to the Crewkerne Aqua Centre, to help alleviate any potential noise disturbance to homes in close proximity.

b)
To receive the notes from the Henhayes Play Area Project Steering Group meetings of 26 May and 29 June 2015



Noted.

Cllr. Mrs Head advised Crewkerne Action for the Disabled were keen to be involved in phase two of the project and would like to see multi-use play equipment included for able and disabled children. 
Cllr. Sturtivant advised he had received positive feedback from members of the public on the recently opened phase 1 section of the play area.
c)
To note Project income and expenditure to date

Noted.
21
MURAL PROJECT FOR SOUTHMEAD
15/16
To consider the quotations received for painting of the mural and to authorise the work to 


proceed
The quotations were considered and it was AGREED to proceed with quotation B
(option 2) – Olas Art, at a total cost of £295, to provide mural artwork to be placed along the new raised perimeter walls at Southmead Crescent playground.  It was noted that ABCD had kindly agreed to fund £150 towards the project.
22
BINCOMBE NATURE RESERVE
15/16
To consider the construction of a turning head at Beechwood Drive
Cllr. Best advised that the construction of a turning head at Beechwood Drive would address the issue of vehicles reversing into the drives of residents’ houses.  It would be necessary to convert the current area of hardstanding into a hammerhead, to allow vehicles to turn around.

Councillors were supportive in principle of the proposal, although there was concern expressed that the turning area could be abused by being used as additional parking.

It was AGREED that the proposal would be put to the Bincombe Management Committee and if they supported it then a costed scheme would be included on the next appropriate agenda.

23
‘BIN IT FOR GOOD’ LITTER PREVENTION PROJECT
15/16
To consider whether the Council wishes to participate in this initiative 
Councillors considered that there was not an overall issue with litter in Crewkerne, although there were certain litter ‘hot spots’.  These may be better addressed by the provision of additional litter bins, together with raised awareness through the newsletter.
24
TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES AND WORKING GROUP NOTES
15/16


a)
Happy Valley Working Group: notes from the meeting held on 10 July 2015


Noted.
25
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT

15/16


There was nothing to report.
26
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15/16

Monday 14th September 2015 after the Planning and Highways Committee meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.
Signed: …………………..



Dated: ……………………
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