CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 23 January 2017 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. R. Pailthorpe (Chairman), Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard and Mrs A. Stuart.
In attendance:

The Deputy Clerk Ms L. Gowers, Finance Officer Mrs P. Hewitt and Admin Officer

Mrs J. Cowie and 1 member of the public.
168
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
16/17
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Mrs S. Allman (unwell), M. Best (another commitment), Ms J. Dawson (another commitment), B. Hodgson (personal),

Mrs A. Singleton (personal), N. Sturtivant (unwell) and D. Wakeman (personal).
169
OPEN FORUM

16/17
A member of the public referred to the draft February newsletter and informed the Council that he had carried out some research on the government rules on where blue badge holders were permitted to park.  He read out the rules and asked whether Councillors would consider adding this as an article for inclusion in the newsletter.
170
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
16/17

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meetings of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 19 December 2016 and Monday 9 January 2017 be APPROVED. 

171
declarations of interest
16/17

Cllr. Miss Pritchard declared a personal interest in item 9. b) to approve the grant awards to community groups for 2017/18 (Ref No. 8).
172
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
16/17

The Deputy Clerk reported the following items on behalf of Cllr. Best, who had recently attended an Area West meeting:-
· Kings Arms planning application – This was now approved.

· 44 North Street planning application – This had been deferred as Somerset County Council Highways had not yet carried out a safety audit on the new application.  It was expected to be brought back to District Council in February/March. 
173
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
16/17
To receive an update report
· Somerset Day - The Deputy Clerk referred to the forthcoming Somerset Day on Thursday 11 May and asked Councillors to consider the proposal to purchase a number of Somerset flags @ £2.99 each, which could be displayed around the town by local businesses. 
Councillors supported the principle of the proposal and asked the Deputy Clerk to contact local businesses in the first instance, to gauge how many would be interested in displaying a flag and whether they would contribute towards costs.

174
DEFERRED ITEMS
16/17

a)
New Town Council Website: New website is now live.  Old website to be shut down

Noted.

b)
Outside Body Representation:  To appoint a new Town Council representative for the Crewkerne Area Business Chamber.  Deferred from Dec 2016 Full Council meeting

The Chairman advised that the Council had still not received clarification of the scheduled meetings from the Area Business Chamber and whether they clashed with Council meetings.

This agenda item was therefore deferred and the Deputy Clerk was asked to write to the Chairman of the Crewkerne Area Business Chamber, requesting clarification of the schedule of forthcoming meetings. 


175
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
16/17
To consider the following applications requiring observations before the next Planning and Highways Committee meeting


16/05502/FUL
11 Flax Row, North Street, Crewkerne




Replacement windows.





RECOMMEND APPROVAL
176
FINANCE 
16/17

a)
To note that the Henhayes Community Centre are now in a position to commence their planned building extension project and to confirm that the previously agreed grant award of £4,700, which was conditional upon the project going ahead, is to be approved

Noted.  

The Chairman reported the cheque would be sent to the Henhayes Community Centre in due course.

b)
To approve the grant awards to community groups for 2017/18

It was AGREED to approve the grants in the sum of £5,895 as follows:


Crewkerne Tea Dance Group



   £150

Crewkerne & District Museum & Heritage Centre
£1,500

CUDOS






   £500

Henhayes Community Centre



£1,500

Severalls Jubilee Bowls Club



   £300

Crewkerne Local Information Centre


   £445

The Speedwell Club





   £500
Rotary Club of Crewkerne District



£1,000

c)
To receive a report on the estimated level of general reserves as at 


31 March 2017

It was noted that the estimated level of Earmarked Reserves was 17% of the Precept and that the Council’s policy was to maintain a minimum level of 25%.  It was therefore AGREED to accept the recommendations of the report, which were:-
1.
Before the end of March, review the level of Earmarked Reserves being held.  Those Earmarked Reserves with no planned spend against them (i.e. they were effectively contingency) should be returned to General Reserves.

2. 
Increase the precept to avoid a further erosion of General Reserves in the forthcoming financial year.  It was noted that this had already been taken into account within the Council’s budget considerations.

d)
To approve the Precept for 2017/18
It was AGREED to approve the precept in the sum of £439,185 with the allocation of Central Government Grant being £8,380 making the reduced precept £430,805.  The tax base of £2,474.50 made the equivalent Band D charge per household £173.93, an increase of £46.01 per household on the previous year.
e)
To receive the third quarter income and expenditure financial report


The report prepared by the Finance Officer was noted.

a)
To approve accounts for payment for January 2017 as listed
The Deputy Clerk reported that Cllr. Ms Dawson had verified the accounts for payment for December 2016 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £31,094.11 + VAT for January 2017 were approved.
b)
To report that the bank reconciliation has been completed for December 2016

The Deputy Clerk reported that Cllr. Ms Dawson had verified the bank reconciliation for December 2016.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 31 December 2016 was £318,574.13.
177
INVESTMENT AND BORROWING MANAGEMENT POLICY
16/17
To endorse the recommendation of the Policy and Resources Committee to adopt the updated policy
It was AGREED to endorse the recommendation of the Policy and Resources Committee to adopt the updated Investment and Borrowing Management Policy.

178
ONLINE BANKING
16/17


a)
To endorse the recommendation of the Policy and Resources Committee to establish an online banking facility

It was reported that the Council was satisfied that all safeguards were in place.  Therefore, it was AGREED to endorse the recommendation of the Policy and Resources Committee to establish an online banking facility.

b)
To approve the proposed amendments to the Financial Regulations associated with adoption of an online banking facility


It was AGREED to approve the proposed amendments to the Financial Regulations associated with the adoption of an online banking facility and to also amend the following spelling mistake:-

No. 6. Payment of Accounts – 6.1 ‘fro]#m’ to be substituted with ‘from’.

179
MARKETS
16/17


a)
To consider the proposal for a ‘Somerset Day’ – related craft market to be held in May 2017

Councillors considered the proposal and AGREED to hold a Somerset Day craft market on Saturday 13 May 2017.

The Deputy Clerk advised she would organise a leaflet drop to local traders, inviting them to take part in the event.
b)
To agree the proposed date of Saturday 9 December 2017 for the Christmas Market

It was AGREED that this year’s Christmas Market would be held on Saturday 9 December 2017.

180
HONOURED CITIZEN AWARD
16/17
To consider whether the award should be expanded to encompass more responsibilities

Councillors considered that it would be a good idea to extend civic invitations to Honoured Citizens, so that they could be recognised for their award throughout the year.  It was suggested that invitations could include judging competitions and switching on the Christmas lights. 
181
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
16/17
To agree the draft newsletter

It was AGREED to approve the February draft newsletter subject to the amendments to the Town Council website address and the Mayor’s Annual Budget Report, and the addition of articles on sponsoring a seat at Henhayes and government rules on where Blue Badge holders were permitted to park.

182
TOWN COUNCIL SURGERIES
16/17
For 18 March, 22(?) April and 20 May 2017.  Two Councillors required to undertake each session


Because a number of Councillors were not present at the meeting, it was agreed to defer this item to Monday 13 February 2017, to reconvene as Full Town Council after the Policy and Resources Committee meeting.

The Deputy Clerk agreed to liaise with the LIC to clarify whether it would be open on Saturday 22 April, to ensure it would coincide with Town Councillor Surgery.  


Cllr. Miss Pritchard suggested whether Councillors would consider adopting an appointment booking system for members of the public that wished to attend a Town Council Surgery.  It was agreed to add this as an agenda item at the next Policy and Resources Committee meeting on Monday 13 February. 
183
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES
16/17
a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 9 January 2017

Noted. 
b)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 9 January 2017

Noted.

c)
Amenities Committee meeting held on 9 January 2017

Noted.
184
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
16/17

There was nothing to report.
185
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
16/17


Monday 27 February 2017 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………
Dated: ………………………..
tc23Jan2017
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – STAFFING AND CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
186

16/17

The meeting closed at 7.30 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….

tc23Jan2017
TC -4-

