CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the CREWKERNE TOWN COUNCIL meeting held in the Council Chamber on Monday 19 December 2016 at 6.45 p.m. 

PRESENT:

Cllrs. B. Hodgson (Chairman), Mrs S. Allman, Ms J. Dawson, Mrs K. Head,
Mrs R. Jackson, Miss K. Pritchard, N. Sturtivant and D. Wakeman. 
In attendance:

The Clerk Mr P. Davidson and Admin Officer Mrs J. Cowie.
148
TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
16/17
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. M. Best (another commitment),

R. Pailthorpe (personal), Mrs A. Stuart (unwell) and N. Sturtivant (personal). 
149
OPEN FORUM

16/17


No one wished to speak.

150
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
16/17

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meetings of Crewkerne Town Council held on Monday 28 November 2016 be APPROVED. 

151
declarations of interest
16/17


Cllr. Miss Pritchard declared a personal interest in item 8 – planning application 16/05278/LBC (Council representative for Chubbs Almshouses, who is the applicant).


Cllrs. Ms Dawson and Mrs Singleton declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 16 (Directors of CSYAL).


Cllr. Wakeman declared a personal interest in item 16 (Town Council representative with CSYAL).
152
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
16/17

There was nothing to report.
153
CLERKS PROGRESS REPORT
16/17
To receive an update report
The Clerk reported on the following item:
Council Tax Referendum Principles:  The Clerk reported the Government’s recent announcement that the proposal to cap the precepts of larger town and parish councils had been deferred, although the level of precepts would remain under close scrutiny.

154
DEFERRED ITEMS
16/17

a)
New Town Council Website: WordPress website development software has now been upgraded, which now allows Cllr. Miss Pritchard to refine the prototype website.  Ongoing.

Cllr. Miss Pritchard advised that the website was essentially ready to go live, although there were still some issues to be resolved around the domain name and ensuring no disruption to emails.  She was also drafting an update to the media policy, as well as compiling training notes for the staff.


Councillors thanked Cllr. Miss Pritchard for her hard work and asked that a link be sent to all Councillors, to allow them to view the new website.

155
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
16/17
To consider the following applications requiring observations before the next Planning and Highways Committee meeting


16/05278/LBC
The carrying out of various internal alterations (implemented).




39 Court Barton, Crewkerne


RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to approval by the SSDC Conservation Officer.
156
FINANCE 
16/17

a)
To approve accounts for payment for December 2016 as listed
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the accounts for payment for December 2016 in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Risk Management.

Accounts for payment in the sum of £30,752.29 + VAT for December 2016 were approved.
b)
To report that the bank reconciliation has been completed for November 2016

The Clerk reported that Cllr. Mrs Singleton had verified the bank reconciliation for November 2016.  It was noted that cash in hand as of 30 November 2016 was £335,358.21.
c)
To approve the salary overtime payments for the grounds staff for support to the Lighting Up and Christmas Market events

It was discussed and AGREED to approve the salary overtime for the grounds staff for support to the Lighting Up and Christmas Market events.
The Chairman thanked all the staff involved in the recent events for their hard work.

157
OUTSIDE BODY REPRESENTATION
16/17
To appoint a new Town Council representative for the Crewkerne Area Business Chamber
After discussions, Councillors considered that as there were a number of Councillors not present at the meeting, it was agreed to defer the appointment of a new Town Council representative to the Crewkerne Area Business Chamber, to the next Full Town Council meeting on Monday 23 January 2017.

158
TO RECEIVE DRAFT COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MINUTES
16/17
a)
Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 12 December 2016

Noted. 
c)
Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 12 December 2016

Noted.

159
OUTSIDE BODIES
16/17
To receive a report for ABCD


Noted.
160
TO RECEIVE ANY MATTERS OF REPORT
16/17

· Christmas lights: Cllr. Ms Dawson pointed out that the section of Christmas lights outside Home Fayre were not working.

· Streetlights: Cllr. Mrs Head reported that the streetlights on Church Street were now working.

· Picnic bench on Henhayes playground: Cllr. Mrs Head reported that, in response to an email from the Clerk advising that the picnic bench on Henhayes playground was in a poor state and needed replacing, she had forwarded the email to Crewkerne Action for Disabled, for their input on the option to replace the current bench with a disabled-friendly picnic bench.  Cllr. Mrs Jackson added that CAD might have funding available for such a project.

· Drain clearance: Cllr. Mrs Singleton advised that she believed that Highways would be undertaking drain clearance through the town in the near future, although precise timescales were not known.

161
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
16/17


Monday 23 January 2017 at 6.45 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
Signed: ………………………
Dated: ………………………..
tc19Dec2016
It was AGREED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable that the public and press be excluded and were instructed to withdraw.
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION – STAFFING AND CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
162

16/17

163


16/17

The meeting closed at 7.19 p.m.

Signed: ………………………

Dated: ……………………….

tc19Dec2016
TC -4-

